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Glossary
R.A.F

Royal Air Force

A.A.C

Army Air Corps

A.O.P

Air Observation Post

ATA

Air Transport Auxiliary.

MAP

Ministry of Aircraft Production.

NFS

National Fire Service

DH

De Havilland

‘Hack’

Company Transport

LST

Landing Ship - Tank

SBAC

Society of British Aircraft Constructors

C of A

Certificate of Airworthiness

A and A E.E

Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Establishment

ARB

Air Registration Board

C/N

Construction Number

Note
Roman numeral identifies wartime Aircraft models only. i.e. Mk.I, Mk.II, Mk.III, Mk.IV, Mk.V.
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International Auster Club Heritage Group
Oral History Project 2000
In 1999 the I.A.C. Heritage Group decided that for the millennium, a fitting tribute to the
Auster Aeroplane would be best served coming from those people, principally from
Leicestershire, who made the aircraft from 1939 until the type’s final demise in 1968.
Auster Aircraft as an independent concern ceased in 1960 when it was absorbed into British
Executive and General Aviation Ltd. known as BEAGLE. In 1968 Beagle disposed of all
Auster assets. Most records were either lost, destroyed or went into private collections never to
see the light of day. Only one public archive strives to maintain an Auster record and that is
the Leicestershire County Councils Museums, Arts and Records Service.
Previously published material such as ‘The History of the Auster Aeroplane’ and ‘Rearsby
Recalled’, are excellent reading from the aspect of the commercial history and/or the authors’
personal perspective.
The Auster’s contribution to the UK’s aviation heritage is not as well documented or indeed
published, to the extent of other ‘glamour’ marques, yet its background is just as interesting as
are its achievements.
In its time the Auster in various guises, served both military and world-wide civil markets for
many years. During the Second World War and the post war years the Auster Aircraft
Company was the U.K.’s only volume producer of light aeroplanes. The benefits it gave to
both national and local economies is an achievement in itself, considering it was a small, local
private company.
Many of the former employees of the company are by now senior citizens and it was
considered that their memories and reminiscences were as important as any official history, not
only as a collective tribute to themselves, but for generations in the future.
All material contained in this publication was collected from former employees of the
company. In the case of the Design history this had been previously published in part
Company magazine. The intention is not to produce the definitive history of either the
company or its product, but to publish for all, a collective account as recalled by the people
who made Austers.
What follows in this publication are those personal, factual and anecdotal memories from the
people who worked for Auster’s at locations in Leicestershire namely: Thurmaston, Syston,
Mountsorrel and, of course, Rearsby, the home of the Auster. The contents are compiled
entirely from recorded interviews, together with memorabilia such as documents and
photographs retained over the years and kindly shared for the purposes of this International
Auster Club Heritage Group project assisted by an ‘Awards for All Lottery Grant’.
This publication is dedicated to the Auster makers of Leicestershire by the International Auster
Club members world-wide who restore, preserve, maintain and fly the Auster aeroplane into
the 21st Century.
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The First Twenty-five Years
Chapter 1 – The Auster Story

The Auster Story

‘The First Twenty-five Years’
A Design History
By
Norman Ellision *

During the 25 years that Auster light aircraft were built at Rearsby, many
thousands of various versions of the familiar Aeroplanes were built and
subsequently found homes in many corners of the world. Large numbers of these
aircraft are still in operation supported in the main by the International Auster
Club.
The former Auster Aircraft Company of Rearsby was taken over by the Pressed
Steel Company of Cowley in November 1960 to form part of British Executive
and General Aviation Limited. The Rearsby factory became the main production
plant of Beagle Aircraft Limited
*This chapter was originally published in the Beagle Magazine in 1961.
This version has been updated and represents the historical state of the Company today.
Copyright © by the IAC
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Photo Via LH

A.L. Wykes the company founder and Managing Director until his untimely death aged 45,
years in 1944, demonstrating an Auster A.O.P. at Leicester.
A.L. has he was known, was the driving force behind the company. It was his concepts that
led to the initial company formation and early wartime production.
Well respected by all who came into contact with him, it was his leadership and inspiration
that survived until the demise of the company, many years after his death.
A keen enthusiast of light aircraft who, during the War, had the foresight to recognise that
the post war Auster would be ideal for private owners, operators and flying clubs alike.
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Taylorcraft U.S.A. and the
County Flying Club

A

uster and Rearsby —
throughout the Aviation
World these two names are known
as the name and home of the most
famous British light aircraft
produced since the Second World
War. To most people, the single
engine, high wing, light aircraft
seen on nearly every civil
aerodrome are just Austers,
probably due to the fact that they
all look somewhat alike, and only
the enthusiast would appreciate the
subtle differences of the individual
types. However, as with a great
many other aircraft manufacturers,
only a small proportion of the
original designs ever reached the
production line, and those that
were produced in quantity were all
developments of the original
product. The object of this
narrative therefore, is to give a brief
history of the Company, with a
note on the subsequent events at
Rearsby, and to give an account of
all the designs produced by the
Auster design office.
The history of Auster Aircraft
begins not in England, but in the
United States as far back as 1928,
when C. G. Taylor, an Englishman
from Nottingham, opened a factory
at Bradford, Pennsylvania to
manufacture aircraft of his own
design. One of the directors of the
board of the Taylor Brothers
Aircraft Corporation was William
T. Piper, who later became
treasurer of the Company when it
was re-organised after the
American depression as the Taylor
Aircraft Company.
In 1930, C. G. Taylor designed the
Cub and this was produced in
various forms up to and throughout the War, and became the
design upon which most of the
pre- and post-war Piper high wing
aircraft were based. In 1936 C. G.
Copyright © by the IAC

Taylorcraft Model A.( LCCHS)
Taylor sold his share of the
company to W. T. Piper, and he
moved to Alliance, Ohio where he
founded
the
Taylor-Young
Airplane Corporation, and the
Taylor Aircraft Company, the
original firm, changed its name to
the Piper Aircraft Corporation.
Taylor’s next design was the
Taylorcraft Model A, a two seat
side by side aircraft, a layout which
he had first tried in 1929 but which
had to be abandoned due to the
Depression. This new aircraft was a
success and was produced in large
numbers, some of which found
their way to England. One of these
Model A aircraft was bought in
1938 by the County Flying Club at
Rearsby, Leicestershire. It is here
that the connection between
Rearsby and Taylorcraft — later
Auster’s commences, but a note
here about this club is appropriate.
The County Flying Club was
formed as the Flying Pou Club in
1935 at the height of the Flying
Flea craze in this country. The
initial moves were made at the
beginning of October with the
announcement in the “Leicester
Evening Mail” on October 3rd that
an enthusiast would like to form a
club to build a Flying Flea. A
meeting was subsequently held at
The Auster Story

the former ‘Stag & Pheasant” Hotel
in Leicester on the October 24th
and 40 founder members were
enrolled. Construction of the Flea
started immediately in a local
tannery on Frog Island, Leicester,
and a flying ground was found near
the Craven Lodge, Melton
Mowbray.
After the general Flying Flea ban
was imposed, the club sought new
equipment, and the use of a
Kronfield Drone and Kronfield
Trainer was acquired, but this
necessitated a larger airfield. The
well-known Leicestershire aviator
Mr. (later Sir) Lindsay Everard
came to their aid, and in 1937 gave
them the use of some of his land
on the Gaddesby Lane just outside
Rearsby. The club then changed its
name to the County Flying Club,
and Lindsay Everard was later
appointed President of the club. He
was also President of the
Leicestershire Aero Club and the
Member of Parliament for the
Melton Division of Leicestershire.
The County Flying Club initially
moved to Ratcliffe whilst work was
put in hand to make the Rearsby
airfield ready for use by 1938. The
hangar from Melton was brought
over and erected and a small shed
built for use as a clubhouse. The
Page 7
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Flying Flea, being of no further
use, was ceremonially burnt as the
centre piece of the club’s 1937 Guy
Fawkes celebrations’. The new
airfield was levelled and drained by
Messrs. En-Tout-Cas Ltd. of
Syston, to give an area of 96 acres
of “beautiful level flying ground”.
This quotation is taken from the
publicity booklet issued by the
Club for the 1938 season, and
although by 1937 standards it
probably was excellent compared
with most airfields, it is presumed
that the now well-known hollow on
the airfield developed one dark
foggy night during the war after the
airfield was extended.
The booklet also announced that a
well-appointed clubhouse was to be
built and this was finished in time
for the official opening of Rearsby
Aerodrome. The Walker Brothers
of Sileby, with the help of the
members, built this clubhouse, and
was still in use until the demise of
the Company, as the main canteen
of Beagle Aircraft Ltd. The whole
aerodrome was completed at a cost
of about £1,000 which shows the
enthusiasm there must have been
amongst the club members. There
was also a town clubhouse at 4
New Bond Street, Leicester, and
the aircraft fleet owned by the Club
was increased by the purchase of
three American Taylor Cubs.
The official opening of Rearsby
aerodrome took place on Saturday
July 23rd 1938, and was followed
by an air display, which was so
successful that it was repeated the
following day. Amongst those
taking part in the display were Alex
Henshaw, that year’s winner of the
Kings Cup, and Baron de le
Grange, President of the French
Aero Club, who had flown over for
the occasion in his Farman aircraft.
Air Commodore J. A. Chamier
carried out the opening ceremony
and it was announced that a new
Page 8

Government scheme was to be set
up to train pilots. This scheme was
called the Civil Air Guard and its
objective was to prepare an Air
Force reserve for use in an
emergency. It enabled people to fly
at the low cost of two shillings and
sixpence an hour, and the flying
club to which these pilots belonged
earned a subsidy of £30 to £50 for
each pilot completing his training.
The County Flying Club took part
in this scheme from October and
this enabled the Club to purchase
additional aircraft. Initially an
American Taylorcraft Model A was
bought and later the locally
produced Taylorcraft Model C’s.
However, all club flying ceased
upon the outbreak of War and the
Civil Air Guard scheme was disbanded. All the club’s aircraft were
then stored in the garage of
Crawford, Prince & Johnson Ltd.
on the Melton Road in
Queniborough.
After the war, the County Flying
Club amalgamated with the
Leicestershire Aero Club.

The Formation of
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
(England) Limited

A

s mentioned previously, the
first American Taylorcraft
arrived at Rearsby in the latter half
of 1938 and this created a great
deal of interest amongst the club
members. One, Mr. A. L. Wykes,
who had been a pilot in the First
World War, was so impressed by
the Taylorcraft that he decided to
see if he could arrange to
manufacture these aircraft in
England. For this he was fortunately placed, as he was already
Managing Director of Crowthers
Ltd., Thurmaston, Leicester, a
company, which he had started in
1919 with Mr. F. Bates for the
manufacture of textile machinery.
The Auster Story

The decision to enter the World of
aircraft was a sudden inspiration of
A. L. Wykes and, after preliminary
arrangements by cable with the
American company, the firm of
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd. was registered as a private
company on the November 21st
1938. The nominal capital of the
new company was £15,000, and the
entire production and selling rights
were obtained for the British
Empire and Europe from the
Taylor-Young Airplane Corporation, Alliance, Ohio and the
Fairchild Aviation Inc., New York.
The two directors of Crowthers,
together with Mr. P. Wykes uncle
of A. L. Wykes, became directors
of the new company, with the
Registered Office at Britannia
Works, Thurmaston, Leicester.
Mr. A. L. Wykes, known to all as
“A. L.”, went to America to finalise
the licence agreement, study the
methods of production, and
generally to get to know the aircraft
they had decided to build. Whilst
he was over there he purchased 50
engines and a main fuselage jig. He
obtained drawings and full details
of the materials required. These
were all sent back to his uncle, who
purchased all the materials. These,
together with the jig from America,
were placed in some spare
buildings at the rear of Britannia
Works, which became the centre of
Taylorcraft’s activity.
“A. L.” also purchased one of the
American firm’s new aircraft, the
Taylorcraft Model B, or Taylorcraft 50 as it was generally known,
and it was decided to make this
new version in England rather than
the Model A.
Manufacture started at Thurmaston
at the end of February 1939 with
hardly anyone on the firm having
had previous aircraft experience.
However “A.L”, on his return from
America, brought with him an
Copyright © by the IAC
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engineer from Taylorcraft and
together they gradually sorted out
the production line. The first
aircraft was completed on April
24th and was taken by road to Sir
Lindsay Everard’s aerodrome at
Ratcliffe where, after assembly, it
made its first flight on May 3rd
with Mr. G. Wynne-Eaton at the
controls. A. L. then took his uncle
up for a flight and promptly
‘looped it’. It was later delivered to
the County Flying Club at Rearsby.
As many refinements and
alterations were incorporated in the
new British aircraft, including the
use of 45 ton steel tubing in place
of the American 22 ton standard,
and the use of wing spars “twice
the thickness of the American
spars”, it was decided to call the
new aircraft the Model C, and the
word “Plus” was added for good
measure. The purchase price of the
Taylorcraft Plus Model C was
£500.
After the first flight of the
prototype, production was built up
to about one aircraft per week from
the small works. The test flying was
carried out at Ratcliffe, by the test
pilot Albert Coltman and the
ground engineer Albert Codling,
with deliveries of the aircraft

Taylorcraft (England) Model D. (Via MA)
undertaken by “A. L”., and later
Miss Toni Strodl. Ratcliffe was
used for test flying until the move
to Rearsby in 1940. Twenty three
Civil Plus C’s were built before the
type went out of production in
August 1939. Six were delivered to
private owners and the remainder
were sold to flying clubs, namely
the County, West Suffolk,
Coventry, Luton, Romford, Derby,
and the West Mailing clubs, and the
Wiltshire School of Flying. The
11th aircraft built was modified to
have a 90 hp Blackburn Cirrus
Minor I engine and was supplied to

Taylorcraft (England) Model C. (MB)
Copyright © by the IAC
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the Royal Air Force for trials.
The R.A.F. had in 1939 carried out
trials at Larkhill, the School of
Artillery, to test modern methods
of Artillery Observation. The idea
of a Gunner piloting himself in a
light aircraft, whilst observing the
fire of guns under his command,
originated amongst members of the
Royal Artillery Flying Club. This
Club consisted of Gunner officers
who had learnt to fly on light
aircraft and autogiros at their own
expense.
The Club was formed in
November 1934 and the President
was H. R. S. Massey, who was
Brigadier, Royal Artillery, Southern
Command, and the secretary was
Captain H. C. Bazeley R.A. These
two officers were largely responsible for formulating the plan
of using unarmed light aircraft for
A.O.P. purposes. One large
problem was, under whose control
would the A.O.P. aircraft operate?
Should they be Gunners seconded
to the R.A.F., or should they be
formed into an “Army Air Arm”?
On two points they were certain,
firstly that the pilots must be
trained gunners, who would know
the capabilities of their own guns,
Page 9
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came to a halt. This left Taylorcraft
with nothing to do. Eventually,
after some weeks had elapsed, the
firm obtained a contract from the
Standard Motor Co. for the
manufacture of seats for Airspeed
Oxford trainers and another
contract was later received for the
manufacture of fins for the Hawker
Hurricane.

Hurricane Pre-Flight at Rearsby. (Via LH)
and be completely up to date with
the current tactical situation.
Secondly, that the aircraft must be
able to take off from unprepared
ground with a short take off and
landing run.
As a result of these plans being
submitted to the War Office by the
General Officer Commander-inChief, Southern Command, the
War Office asked the Air Ministry
for trials to test these theories. In
December 1938 Captain Bazeley
and two other Gunners were
seconded to the R.A.F. and in
February 1939 trials were carried
out with Audax and Lysander
aircraft. These aircraft were found
to be too fast and too heavy for
A.O.P. work and further trials were
carried out during the summer of
1939 with lighter aircraft and
autogiros. The Taylorcraft seemed
to show the most promise of the
aircraft tested but its main
drawbacks were the fact that it was
not fitted with flaps, the vision was
poor in the upwards direction and
virtually nil in the rearwards
direction. Meanwhile Taylorcraft
followed up T 9120 by producing
the Plus Model D, which was
Page 10

virtually the same as the Model C,
but was fitted with the Blackburn
Cirrus Minor engine. The first
aircraft was granted its Certificate
of Airworthiness four days before
the outbreak of war, and so the
Plus Model D, as a type, never had
a pre-War life.
Albert Codling, prior to his joining
Taylorcraft, was the ground
engineer for Sir Lindsay Everard
and was loaned to the County
Flying Club. He became the Chief
Inspector at Rearsby of Beagle
Aircraft Ltd., and thus had a longer
association with Rearsby than
anyone else. Two other employees
who joined Taylorcraft in 1939 and
were still employed at Rearsby
when the Company closed were
Herbert Thompson, then Chief
Development Planning Engineer,
and L. (Gus) Morris, Tool
Controller and part-time test pilot.

Army Trials

O

n the outbreak of the war, on
the September 3rd 1939, the
Government stopped all private
and club flying, and the manufacture of civil aircraft officially
The Auster Story

Meanwhile the Army had been
pressing the Air Ministry for
further trials of light aircraft and
these were scheduled to take place
at
Larkhill
in
December.
Taylorcraft was asked to supply
more aircraft for these tests, and
the Company managed to build
these from parts which had been
nearly completed at the outbreak of
the war. Altogether six PLUS D
aircraft, complete with Army radio
sets, were supplied for test and
acceptance trials.
The French Air Ministry was also
interested in the Taylorcraft, and a
Count, representing the French
Government, came over to see the
aircraft. The day before he arrived,
Ratcliffe was covered with the
deepest snow of the winter and
“A. L”., who was in London, was
informed that take-off would be
impossible. He then asked for skis
to be fitted. By the time he reached
the aerodrome the following, day
they had been designed, made and
fitted. The Model C was ready to
fly. This was the first time a
Taylorcraft had flown on skis in
England, and the information
gained from this experiment came
in very useful later in the War.
Although the French Government
was very impressed with the
aircraft, France capitulated before
any order could have been
received, and so Taylorcraft still
awaited the large demand for the
aircraft which they felt must come
at any time.

Copyright © by the IAC
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In the summer of 1940, the firm
was asked if it had any room to
undertake the repair of aircraft
parts. After agreeing to carry out
this new line of work, Taylorcraft
became a Civilian Repair Unit,
repairing Tiger Moth aircraft at
Thurmaston and in a barn, at
Syston. This was empty at the time
and was taken over to provide extra
space. The first Tiger Moth was
completed and dispatched to the
R.A.F.
in
October
1940.
Crowthers’ main factory now
became No. 1 Works and was also
the main machine shop, No. 2
Works were the buildings at the
rear of Crowthers, and these were
used for the assembly of the
repaired Tiger Moths. No. 3
Works, later a woodworking
machine tool manufacturer’s
factory, became the welding and
detail fitting shop.
Towards the end of 1940
Taylorcraft was asked, by
telephone, if the Company would
undertake the repair of Hurricanes.
Not having had any previous
experience with stressed skin, lightalloy aircraft the Company asked,
the authorities to spare them a
crashed Hurricane to study. Two
complete damaged aircraft arrived
by road the following morning!
The firm agreed to repair the
Hurricanes, but additional floor
space was required for this work.
As a result the Company was
granted the use of a factory in
Mountsorrel for a sheet-metal
shop, the workshops of En-ToutCas Ltd. at Syston, and Rearsby
Aerodrome. Ratcliffe Aerodrome
was by this time used by the A.T.A.
as a Ferry Station. Mountsorrel
became No. 4 Works, En-Tout-Cas
Ltd. No. 5 Works, and Rearsby No.
6 Works, where a new hangar, later
to be the main assembly hangar,
was planned and built. This was
used for the repair of the Hurricanes and the airfield was extended
Copyright © by the IAC

towards Gaddesby to cater for the
longer take-off run required by
these aircraft. The first Hurricane
was delivered to the R.A.F. in
February 1941. At the same time all
the tools and jigs for the MODEL
D aircraft were brought up to
Rearsby from Thurmaston and laid
out in the old County Flying Club
hangar.
This last operation paid dividends a
few months later, when an official
from the Air Ministry came to
Taylorcraft to see if they had any
civil aircraft in store to impress into
the R.A.F. for communication
duties etc. At this time many prewar light aircraft were taken into
the R.A.F. for general duties, the
R.A.F. having no light aircraft at all
at that time. The official was only
mildly interested in the PLUS C
aircraft until he was shown all the
jigs and tools in store. When it was
realised that spares could be
provided for the aircraft, the firm
was asked to obtain, from all over
the country, as many PLUS C’s as
they could, service and repaint
them, and deliver them to the
R.A.F. All except one of the PLUS
C aircraft made were found and

impressed. Two of those found had
been destroyed in accidents.
Taylorcraft were then given a
contract to convert most of the
MODEL C’s to MODEL D
standard, complete with radio sets,
and the last aircraft so converted
was handed over to the R.A.F. on
the October 11th 1941.
Meanwhile, in February 1940, ‘D’
flight, Air Observation Post, at the
School of Army Co-operation at
Old Sarum, was formed following
the successful tests of the
Taylorcraft aircraft in December.
The Flight was flown to France on
the April 19th 1940 and based at
Mailly. Trials were to be carried out
against a real enemy. On the May
9th Captain Bazely and Major A.
G. Matthew flew up to the Saar to
do preliminary reconnaissance, but
in the early hours of the May 10th
the German offensive started. This
upset the plans for the trials, and
the Flight was finally withdrawn on
the May 20th and flown back to
Old Sarum.
However, the idea of using light
aircraft for A.O.P. work was not
dropped and after considerable

Taylorcraft Model D Auster Mk.I. (Via MA)
The Auster Story
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discussion at high levels and also
the study of similar work taking
place in America, it was decided to
go ahead. A contract was placed
with Taylorcraft for 100 aircraft
and they were asked to think of a
better name for the aircraft, as ‘Plus
Model D’ was not suitable for
military use. A. L. suggested
‘Icarus’ after the early mythological
aviator and son of Daedalus, but
the Ministry pointed out that he
had flown too high and too near
the sun and his wings had melted
and fallen off! They suggested
‘AUSTER’, the name given in
Roman times to a warm dry southwesterly wind, and so the name
Auster became associated with
Rearsby.

Model F Auster Mk.III.(IAC)
were good aircraft to fly they were major problems. About four weeks
too big for the Army’s after production had started at No.
requirements. The Auster therefore 7 Works, a complaint from a lady,
was accepted as the A.O.P. aircraft whose house was next door to the
for the R.A.F.
factory, was brought to Mr. K.
Sharp, the Manager at No. 7 and
later a Director of Auster’s. The
The Auster Mk. I was not Wartime expansion
lady said she realised that they were
considered to be the ideal aircraft
n order to produce the Auster very busy making aeroplanes for
for A.O.P. work, for reasons stated
Mk. 1, Taylorcraft required the war effort, but her chickens in
before, and so the Ministry
further factory space, as the her back yard had turned green!
undertook a search for a better
existing space was already full Upon investigation it was found
aircraft. The American A.O.P. aircatering for Hurricane and Tiger that her whole garden was bright
craft, the Stinson Vigilant, was
Moth repairs. A ‘boot and shoe’ green. This was due to the fact that
considered by some to be more
factory in Broad St. Syston was the extractor fans from the priming
suitable as it had many high-lift
therefore taken over, all the jigs and paint booths took all the excess
devices and a very good slow-speed
fixtures were taken out of the old paint straight into her garden. In
performance, but it was large and
hangar at Rearsby and transferred the rush to get the factory working
complicated. However, a large
to the new factory, which was someone had forgotten to find out
number were ordered and the first
named No. 7 Works, on February what was on the other side of the
batch was shipped over to
22nd 1942. The first aircraft left wall when the spray booth fans had
England. They were stowed
this new production line on the been fitted! In spite of all the
beneath a load of cheese and, as a
April 29th, and was test flown at difficulties however, the production
result of a rough crossing, they
Rearsby on the May 7th.
rate increased and the last Auster
were found on unloading to have
The new factory was not set up Mk. 1 was completed in December
been flattened! The few that
easily, however, and in the rush of 1942.
survived this ordeal were
wartime the initial temporary
assembled and flown against the
production layout created a few The North African Campaign
Auster in trials, but although they
opened at Casablanca with
Operation ‘Torch’ on November
8th 1942, and on the 12th the
follow-up convoy reached Algiers.
On board was a section of No. 651
A.O.P. Squadron under the
command of Major Bazeley. It was
here in North Africa that all the
A.O.P. theories and exercises, that
had been worked out in England
over the preceding few years. These
were tried out and either proven or
Model E Auster Mk.II. (Via MA)

I
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modified in the light of experience
until an effective A.O.P. system
was in operation. Austers then
became essential items on every
front in the War and served in
many parts of the world. Apart
from doing the ordinary job as Air
Observation Posts, Auster’s did
many other jobs, such as
communications, message dropping, cable laying, and V.V.I.P.
transport when H.M. King George
VI was flown from Radda to
Sienna in Italy in July 1944.
At the same time that the A.O.P.
Squadrons were improving their
techniques,
Taylorcraft
was
endeavouring to improve the
Auster, which, as mentioned
before, had many snags for A.O.P.
work. Two alternative engines of
greater power were considered for
the Auster; the American Lycoming
0-290, and the D.H. Gipsy Major,
both of 130 hp.
These two Auster versions were
known as the Model F, or Auster
Mk. II, and the Model E Auster
Mk. III.
The Gipsy Major version was

completed first and flew for the
first time on September 28th 1942,
and the Lycoming version flew
later in the year on December 30th.
Both machines were evaluated by
A.A. & E.E. at Boscombe Down
but the Lycoming engines, being of
American manufacture, were in
rather short supply due to the
efforts of the U-Boats in the
Atlantic. It was decided to go ahead
with the Auster Mk. III, which was
immediately put into full-scale
production. Split-flaps and a cabin
heater were introduced, and the
rearward view was improved by the
introduction of larger Perspex windows behind the pilot, although, as
a first step, a blister was fitted on
the starboard side of the cabin
roof. This was fitted to an Auster
Mk. I but was not considered to
give enough vision.
The first production Auster Mk. III
flew in January 1943 and
production continued throughout
1943 until December, when a total
of 469 aircraft had been completed.
However the Auster Mk. III was
not considered an ideal A.O.P.
aircraft, as the rearward view was
still poor. In February 1943,

Model G Auster Mk.IV. (Via MA)
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Taylorcraft was again requested to
look into the possibilities of
improving this matter, and a radical
redesign of the cockpit area took
place. The ‘mock-up’ produced was
accepted by the Ministry and a
request was received for a flying
version. This was completed, together with the fitting of a 130 hp
Lycoming engine - these were now
coming into England readily - and
this aircraft became known as the
Model G, or Auster Mk. IV. With
markings MT 454, it flew for the
first time on May 3rd 1943, and
production of the Auster Mk. IV
commenced in December.
Other Taylorcraft events in 1943
were the decision on June 16th to
proceed with the Model H. In May
the first repaired Hawker Typhoon
was delivered to the R.A.F., and
these gradually replaced the
Hurricanes in No. 6 Works, the last
Hurricane being delivered in
October. The Model H was an
assault training, glider version of
the Auster Mk. III, in which the
engine was replaced by a glazed
front portion with a seat for one
person in front of the two main
seats. This glider was first tested at
Rearsby on the July 6th. It was very
similar to the American Taylorcraft
TG-6 and was built as a private
venture, but it was never put into
production
as
Ministry
requirements had changed even
before it had been evaluated.
The year 1944 saw Austers in
operation on all battlefronts. After
the battlefields of North Africa had
been cleared up, the A.O.P.
squadrons moved over to Sicily and
Italy. Two days after ‘D Day’, on
the June 6th, 662 Squadron A.O.P.
landed in France. The 656
Squadron had left England in September 1943 for India and went
into action, in Burma, for the first
time on January 28th 1944.
Operating Austers in the severe hot
Page 13
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climate of the jungle posed many
problems that had not been met
before. Cold climates did not seem
to affect Austers very much —
apart from the fact that any slight
draught in the cockpit felt about
ten times colder than it really was.
But in hot tropical climates the
Austers suffered worse than the
pilots. In 1944, the fabric lasted
about four months in the jungle
before it rotted through. The
wooden propellers and the cabin
Perspex needed replacement after
the same amount of time, and the
wooden wing spars had to be
watched continuously. In some
instances, if the aircraft had been
delayed en route by sea, the fabric
and the spars had begun to rot
even before the aircraft reached the
front line. However, new aircraft
dope was introduced and this
solved many, but not all, of the
problems.
In all, there were twelve A.O.P.
Squadrons and they served in
France, North Africa, Sicily, Italy,
Austria,
Belgium,
Holland,
Germany, India, Burma, Malaya
and Java. 594 officers were trained
as A.O.P. pilots up to V.J. Day, and
only 61 were killed whilst flying, 24
of these being non-operational
casualties. A total of 118 officers
received awards for bravery.
In March 1944 the last repaired
Tiger Moth was delivered to the
R.A.F., and the Repair Department
at Rearsby was then fully occupied
with the repair of Typhoon aircraft.
The Auster Mk. IV continued in
production until the beginning of
May 1944 when 245 had been built.
The Auster that replaced it on the
production lines at Syston was
probably the most important
Auster ever produced.

predecessor the Auster IV. It was
practically the same as the Auster
IV but a blind flying panel was
fitted to enable it to be officially
used as a communications aircraft.
The trimmer was also moved from
its position underneath the
tailplane and introduced as a trim
tab on the port elevator.
Production commenced in May
1944 and built up to an average of
about 14 aircraft a week.
The new type of aircraft had only
just started to come off the
production line when a great
tragedy struck the firm. On May
14th a military display was held in
the Abbey Park, Leicester, as a part
of Leicester’s ‘Salute the Soldier
Week’, one of the many wartime
propaganda campaigns held to help
the National Savings Movement.
One of the items in this display was
a competition between the Pioneer
Corps and the Home Guard on an
assault course and during this two
Austers flew over and gave a
demonstration of Army cooperation flying and general aerobatics. A. L. Wykes and Jeff
Edwards, who was Taylorcraft’s
Chief Test Pilot, flew them. During
the aerobatics, A.L. made a series
of steep turns but then, from
onlookers’ reports, it appears that
he completely stalled at the top of a
turn from which there was
insufficient height to recover. The
aircraft dived into the ground at the
back of the railway embankment

and “A.L”. was killed instantly.
Production of the Auster V
continued
throughout
the
remainder of 1944, and in July,
after the initial snags had been
cleared up, a mobile assembly line
was introduced for fuselage
assembly. The speed of the line,
which was electrically powered, was
adjusted to a speed that produced
four fuselages a day, and it had its
first production run on July 14th.
This was probably the first and
only time that light aircraft in this
country had ever been built on a
basis resembling car mass
production. More Auster V aircraft
were produced than any other
single type of Auster. The Auster V
thus became the standard airframe
from which the post-war aircraft
were developed — except the
Auster A2/45, Auster Mk.9 and the
Agricola.
Another event, which occurred in
1944, was the introduction of the
ambulance version of the Auster
and this modification was later
carried out on many Auster IV and
V aircraft as and when it was
required. The first aircraft so
modified was tried out on June
16th
at
Rearsby
before
representatives of the Ministry of
Aircraft Production Carrying a
crew of two, and 6 feet 2 inches.
man on a stretcher, the aircraft
took off in 60 yards. The time for
loading was 7.5 seconds and

The Auster Mk .V

T

he Auster V, known also as
the Taylorcraft Model J, was
developed directly from its
Page 14
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unloading 9.5 seconds.
Later on in the year another drastic
modification took place on the
basic aircraft. An Auster Mk.V, TJ
207, was fitted with a pair of floats.
The idea behind the floatplane
conversion was that it might be of
use in the Far Eastern area of
operations. In the Experimental
Department of No. 7 Works, the
aircraft was fitted with a set of
floats taken from a deHaveland
Queen Bee aircraft. It was then
taken to an NFS static water tank
in Rearsby for floatation tests, and
on November 17th it was
dispatched to the works of
Saunders-Roe Ltd. at Beaumaris,
Anglesea, and test flown there for
the first time on the November
21st. Following Ministry trials at
Helensburgh on the Clyde two
more aircraft were built, but by the
time they had been ordered, built
and delivered the progress of the
war in the Pacific had made the
type redundant. The aircraft were
also somewhat underpowered and
unable to take off with full A.O.P.
loads in anything other than calm
water.
With the end of the war in sight, in
Europe at least, the Design Office
at Taylorcraft began to think ahead
to what the firm should produce
for the post-war pilot and flying
club. Initial moves were made by
“A.L”. before he was killed. The
aircraft under discussion at that
time was in one way a complete
break with tradition as it was a lowwinged aircraft, but in fact it was a
basic Auster airframe with the
wings moved to locate on the
bottom longeron and the lift struts
attached to the top longeron. The
fairings along the fuselage were
greatly revised, and spats were to
have been fitted. After the death of
A.L, however, it was pushed into
the background by urgent wartime
commitments.
Copyright © by the IAC

However, Taylorcraft’s did make a
return to the civil market in 1944,
even if it was only in a very small
way. In August two Auster V
aircraft were taken from the
production
line
and,
still
camouflaged, were registered GAGLK and G-AGLL and supplied
to the reformed Ministry of Civil
Aviation for use in commercial
licence testing work at Gatwick.
Also produced in 1944 was an
Auster V fitted with a DH Gipsy
Major 1 engine and this aircraft, TJ
187, was used as the firm’s hack
aircraft.
In September 1944 the Allies
launched their offensive to cross
the Rhine into Holland. Whilst two
of the crossing’s, at Grave and
Nijmegen, were successful and
were subsequently broadened and
developed into a corridor, the air
crossing at Arnhem, to the North
of the other two, was a failure and
was later evacuated. As a direct
result of this, the advance into
Northern Europe was held up and
then, before it had properly
developed; again, the severe winter
of 1944-5 set in and virtually
stopped all forms of transport. By
January even Austers were finding
it difficult to take-off. Hence
Taylorcraft was asked to provide

some skis to enable the Austers to
operate
from
snow-covered
airfields. The skis were designed,
manufactured and tested by
Taylorcraft, and were flown to
France where they arrived only
seven days after the request was
received at Rearsby.
The Auster V aircraft continued in
production into 1945, and further
modifications were carried out on
the aircraft to enable Austers to do
extra tasks. One modification was
the fitting of equipment to pick up
mail and messages, first tried out
on TJ 645, and another was a
cable-laying version, which carried
enough wire to lay a continuous
cable for four miles. With all these
extra roles for which the Auster V
was being adapted, it became
obvious that further redesign was
needed on the basic aircraft to
enable all these roles to be
completely successful. The design
of the new Auster, the Model K
later known as the Auster Mk.6,
was started towards the end of
1944 and construction of the new
model commenced in the
Experimental Department in
January 1945
The differences from the Auster
Mk.V were the greatest yet between
any of the Auster Models. The

Model K Auster Mk.6. (Via MA)
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Lycoming engine was replaced by a
DH Gipsy Major 7 of 145 hp,
increasing the power by 15 hp, and
the split flaps were replaced by
external flaps giving it a completely
different appearance from any
other Auster before or since. TJ
707, the prototype, was completed
at the end of April and the first
flight was on May 1st 1945.
However production did not start
until late in the year.

Peace again, and a change
of name

D

uring 1945, as the end of the
War
came
in
sight,
production of the Auster V ended
after a total of 790 had been built,
and the Design Office once more
turned its thoughts to the type of
aircraft the firm could produce for
the civil market. The first objective
was to obtain an engine suitable for
economical operation, and the one
chosen was the Blackburn Cirrus
Minor 2. This was first fitted into
an Auster Mk.V aircraft by
Blackburn Aircraft Ltd. for use as a
test-bed. All the military equipment
was removed and the aircraft was
registered G-AGOH. Rebuilding a
Plus Model D carried out the next
stage of the development. In April
the remains of G-AFWN were

Model J/1 Autocrat. (Via MA)
taken out of storage and the
fuselage frame was put back into
the main jig and modified up to
Auster Mk.V standard. Then the
internal cabin was fitted with two
seats at the front and a sideways
facing bucket seat in the rear of the
cabin. The Perspex in the rear
windows was restyled to conform
with the fuselage tubes and a onepiece Perspex windscreen was
introduced. This latter item had
been originally introduced on the
experimental two-seater aircraft GAGPS, an aircraft which resembled
the original Plus Model C. No
model number was ever given to
G-AGPS and it was used as the

Model J Mk.V J/1(Engine Test Bed) (Via MA)
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firm’s “hack” machine, and later by
the Auster Flying Club.
The new aircraft developed from
the Auster Mk.V was called the
‘Taylorcraft Auster Mk.V Series J/1
Autocrat’, later shortened to
‘Auster J/1 Autocrat’. The model
number J/1 indicated the first
major alteration to the Model J.
Autocrat production commenced
soon after the Auster V production
had ended and, towards the end of
1945, the first aircraft were ready
for delivery. The first one GAGTO, was being delivered to Mr
T. W. Shipside at Tollerton in
December. The first 50 J/1 aircraft
were sold for £850 each, at a profit.
In November 1945 the last
Typhoon was delivered to the
RAF, and with this ended the
repair by Taylorcraft of other
manufacturers’ aircraft, apart from
a small contract to repair Kirby
Cadet Gliders. This commenced in
May 1945 and ended in April 1946.
The total number of aircraft
repaired during the war was 368
Hurricanes, 281 Typhoons, 339
Tiger Moths, 235 Austers, 1
Hornet Moth and 11 Kirby Cadets.
Parts were also manufactured for
Hurricanes, Spitfires, Oxfords,
Albermarles, Tiger Moths and the
Hawker Audax.
Copyright © by the IAC
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On January 1st 1946, civil aviation
commenced again with official
blessing,
and
Taylorcraft
commenced the supply of
Autocrats against a flood of orders
from post-war pilots all eager to get
into the air again, many of them
having had air experience in the
A.O.P. Austers during the War.
Many Autocrats were ‘sold’ under
the Post-War Sales Scheme. This
was started in 1943, and people
who were interested in owning a
light aircraft when the War was
over put down a deposit of £25
and their names were placed on a
list. After the War if the ‘purchaser’
changed his mind and did not want
his aircraft he was refunded £20.
But if the firm had not been able to
produce the promised aircraft, all
the £25 would have been refunded.
As it turned out, after three years
or more, the ‘purchaser’ suddenly
received a letter which said ‘Your
aircraft will be ready for delivery
next week. Please confirm order
and send £850 less £25 deposit’.
Amongst others, this happy
experience happened to Lt. Cdr. J.
J. Dykes, RN who took delivery of
G-AGXB. He had ‘ordered’ his
Autocrat one morning in 1943
when he was ferrying a Spitfire
from Lee-on-Solent to Scotland,
and had to divert off course due to
bad visibility and just dropped into
Rearsby to wait for the fog to lift!
With the firm settled once more
into the production of civil aircraft,
it was realised that the name of
Auster was better known around
the world than the name of
Taylorcraft. As a result of this, and
also taking into consideration the
fact that the aircraft which were
then being produced were quite
different from the Taylorcraft
aircraft that were being produced in
America, it was decided to change
the name of the company from
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd. Accordingly, on March 8th,
Copyright © by the IAC

Model Plus D Ex Mk.I aircraft converted. (JL)
1946, the name of Auster Aircraft
Ltd. was adopted.
Autocrats were then produced for a
world market and at the same time,
Auster Mk.I’s that had been
declared redundant by the RAF
were being converted to civil
aircraft and were sold as Plus
Model D’s. Many of these ex
military aircraft had had very few
flying hours having been stored for
several years by the Air Force, as
they had been replaced in service
by the Auster Mk.III.
On the design side attempts were
being made again to produce a
two-seater aircraft similar to the
pre-war Plus Model C. As a first
step, several Auster Mk.Is’ were
temporarily converted to have a 55

hp Lycoming engine in place of the
Cirrus Minor. After trials with these
aircraft, the Design Office
proceeded to modify the basic
Auster V airframe to a two seater
and the result was the Model J/2
Arrow. It was in effect a
production version of the unnamed two seater G-AGPS, but
was powered by a 75 hp
Continental engine and had, in the
opinion of many, the best lines of
any Auster ever produced. In an
attempt to get nearer still to the
pre-War standard a 65 hp
Continental was fitted into a J/2
airframe. This aircraft was called
the Model J/3 Atom but flight
trials
showed
it
to
be
underpowered and so only the
prototype
was
produced.
Production of the Arrow started

Auster Model J/2 Arrow. (JL)
The Auster Story
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reforming after the inactivity of
War-time and when a new
generation of private flyers had
acquired their new aircraft, the
world markets began to stabilise
and reached a point where fewer
new aircraft were required. At the
same time, the post-war run down
of the Air Forces of the Allies was
in full swing, and there were many
cuts in orders still outstanding from
contracts that were negotiated
during the War. Also, large
numbers of aircraft, surplus to the
peacetime requirements of the
R.A.F., were coming onto the civil
market.

Auster Model J/4. (JL)
towards the end of 1946, and first
deliveries were made in December.
The Arrow was only put into
limited production, however, for in
1946 England had severe
limitations on anything imported
from America. So the majority of
the Arrows were produced for the
export market, as the import
restrictions did not apply if the
engine was only imported for reexport. In order to satisfy the twoseat needs of the home market a
standard J/2 airframe on the
production line was fitted with a
Blackburn Cirrus Minor 1 engine.
The resulting aircraft had a much
better performance than the
Arrow, and it was given the model
number J/4.
It was put into production
alongside the Arrow and first
deliveries were made at the end of
the year.
One event, which took place in
1946 on the military side, is
interesting. This consisted of a
series of trials in March to launch a
light aircraft from a LST ship. The
first stage of these trials at Farnborough consisted of a Auster
Mk.V TJ 537 flying off a 165 ft
track in the form of three ‘U’
shaped channel sections, one for
each wheel, fixed to the ground.
Page 18

The second stage, trials on an
actual ship, never took place as far
as is known. However one can
imagine an Auster precariously
mounted on an LST rolling around
in a heavy swell somewhere in the
North Sea, with a slightly ill pilot
only too anxious to take off!

The Difficult Years

A

t the beginning of the New
Year, prospects for 1947
seemed very good for the company
as it had a new name and a range of
five types in production, but events
proved otherwise. In January there
was a lengthy power failure to the
Rearsby factory, and then, on
Sunday night March 16th, Rearsby
was struck by a very severe gale. A
large number of aircraft were
picketed around the airfield at the
time and several aircraft were
blown from their moorings, one
being found the next morning on
top of the main Drawing Office
and another in the field across the
main road. The result was that
several aircraft were completely
destroyed, and a total of 72 aircraft
were damaged.
About this time, following a great
boom period immediately after the
war when flying clubs all over the
world were starting up or
The Auster Story

All these factors had a great impact
on the aviation industry in
England, which was still largely
geared to War-time conditions. The
hardest hit firms were the manufacturers of light aircraft, and many of
the small firms that had been
established immediately after the
war went out of business. The
three largest manufacturers of light
aircraft at that time, Auster, Miles
and Percival, also found conditions
very difficult, and all had large
numbers of unsold aircraft in
various stages of construction at
their works. Miles Aircraft, who
had produced a large range of
prototypes, later closed down, and
their works at Reading were taken
over by Handley Page Ltd. But
Percival and Auster were rather
luckier. Percival Aircraft had at the
time just received a production
contract for the Prentice, and the
many unsold Proctor 5’s were
transferred to their associated
company, Field Aircraft Services
Ltd., who gradually sold them over
the next few years. Auster’s
however, had only a relatively small
contract for Auster Mk.6’s to work
on. Drastic action was taken inside
the company in the latter half of
the year, and most of the
employees were laid off. At the
peak period during the War the
Copyright © by the IAC
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Auster Model J/5. (JL)
total number of employees had
been about 1,600 and there had
been a total of ten factories. This
was now reduced to about 200
employees in only two factories;
the main works and Head Office at
Rearsby, and No. 7 Works at
Syston. Production of civil
aeroplanes did not stop completely
however, and all but five of the
Autocrats which had been laid
down were gradually completed
over the next year or two.
In 1947, the Design Office was
occupied with a design to the Air
Ministry specification A2/45, but a
successor to the Autocrat was also
being studied. This took the form
of the Autocrat but a D.H. Gipsy
Major 1 engine was fitted, and
integral
wing
tanks
were
introduced. This design was called
the Model J/5, and a prototype was
converted from a spare Autocrat
fuselage.
The J/5 was placed into production
in August but this aircraft was only
one of five new models planned in
1947. Three of these only reached
the project design stage:-the J/6,
J/7 and the Model A3. The J/6 and
J/7 were variations on the standard
Auster theme, but the Model A3
was a completely new design by the
new Chief Designer, Mr. R. E.
Copyright © by the IAC

Bird, and it was a low-wing, sideby-side two seat aircraft.
The last of the five designs of 1947
was the Model P. This was based
on the Autocrat but owed much to
the Auster Mk.6. It was designed as
a four seat aircraft with four
separate doors, and was powered
by a D.H. Gipsy Major 10 engine.
A prototype was constructed and it
flew in time to appear at the 1947
Society of British Aircraft
Constructors (S.B.A.C). Air Display
at Radlett, where it was announced
that the new aircraft had been
named the Auster Avis. After the
display, lengthy flight trials took
place resulting in the award of its
Type C. of A. in March 1948. The
prototype was then greatly
modified to carry a standard Army

field stretcher and one attendant, as
intimation had been received from
the Army that they were looking
for an aircraft to meet such a
requirement. A large hatch for
stretcher entry was provided on the
starboard side of the fuselage.
However, the life of this aircraft
ended when the propeller flew off
the engine and the aircraft made a
forced landing in a field just outside
the aerodrome. The aircraft was a
write-off and was later scrapped.
The Army’s interest in the Avis
faded as the performance of the
aircraft was considered to be
‘marginal’, and so production plans
were cancelled.
The year 1948 started off very well
with the production line steadily
producing Auster Mk.6 and civil
aircraft and the Experimental
Department busy on the A2/45
project, but the first new aircraft
type to be flown was the Model Q,
or Auster Mk.7. This was a two
seat-training version of the Auster
Mk.6, and the first flight took place
on April 20th. Production for the
Army
commenced
almost
immediately.
One week later, on the 27th, the
long awaited first flight of the
Auster A2/45 took place.
This aircraft was the largest Auster
to have been built so far, and

Auster Model P Avis 2. (JL)
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Iraq and Syria. With hardly any Air
Force with which to defend itself,
Israel, immediately searched far and
wide for any aircraft that could be
found. Prior to the British
withdrawal from Palestine many
ex-R.A.F. aircraft had been
dumped into scrap yards and, from
the parts the Israelis found in these
dumps, many serviceable aircraft,
were built. Some of the Austers
thus re-created appeared with
Auster Mk.III engines in Auster
Mk.V airframes. These Israeli Air
Force Austers carried out many
sorties before being replaced by
more modern aircraft.
Auster Model N A2/45. (Via MA)
although it had a high-wing layout
and fixed undercarriage, the
resemblance to any other Auster
ended there. The engine was a
D.H. Gipsy Queen 34 of 240 hp
and the aircraft had a cantilever tail
plane, oleo undercarriage, and
built-in slots in the wings. The
general resemblance of this aircraft
to the German Fiesler Storch was
only accidental, or so it was
claimed, but a Storch had been
stationed at Rearsby for some time
previously
“for
evaluation
purposes”! Two prototypes of the
A2/45 were built, and were tested
by the A.A. & E.E. at Boscombe
Down, in comparison with another
aircraft built to the same
specification, the Heston A2/45.
Neither aircraft was ever put into
production; however, as following
the military run down after the end
of the War, development of both
aircraft suffered from the
Government’s economic axe.
In 1948 the Design Office carried
out further investigations into
military A.O.P. aircraft and various
designs were produced, the Models
A4, A5 and A8, all similar to the
Model A3. A single-engined, two
seat touring trainer, the Model A6,
was also designed and following an
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enquiry from Australia, the
specification and details of a five
seat ‘light twin’ was produced and
this was generally referred to as the
Model A7. Much design work was
carried out on this latter project
and a mock-up of the fuselage was
produced as well as an engine testbed for cooling trials on the
‘pusher’ engines.
This year 1948 also saw Austers in
action again, this time in Israel. On
May 14th Israel was created as an
independent state but was
immediately attacked by Egypt,

Consolidation and planning for the
future, occupied most of 1949. It
was decided that completely new
types of aircraft would be too great
a step, as the financial state of the
company would not permit a large
amount of experimental work, so
attention was paid to developing
the existing types of aircraft then in
production.
Two civil projects were then
developed from existing aircraft
and both of these were completed
up to prototype stage and then
placed into production. The first of
these was a development of the
Model J/5. The latter, although it
was produced as a four-seater

Auster Model J/5B Autocar. (JL)
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aircraft, was rather cramped in the
rear seats for two large persons and
the headroom had not been all that
was wished for.
The new aircraft, which was called
the Model J/5B Autocar, showed a
great improvement in both of these
respects as the basic fuselage frame
was widened over the rear of the
cabin and the outer top contours of
the cabin were raised considerably
by the addition of wooden formers
along the top of the tubular
framework. This gave a completely
different appearance to the aircraft
from all previous Austers,
especially as the fin and rudder had
also been enlarged. This latter item
had been developed primarily for
the other new type to appear in
1949 and this was the Aiglet, or
Model J/1 B. This type was
developed from the Autocrat for
New Zealand crop-spraying duties.
The Aiglet was in fact a lighter,
cheaper, crop-spraying version of
the J/5, but in due course there
were four-seat passenger Aiglets
and crop-spraying J/5’s, and in
later year’s crop-spraying versions
of most Auster types were
produced.
After making a batch of Auster
Mk.7s, aircraft, orders were
received for a further batch of
Auster A.O.P. Mk.6 and Mk.T.7
aircraft, but two of these were
fitted with extra radio equipment,
D.H. Gipsy Major 8 engines, and
with skis and floats interchangeable
with the ordinary undercarriage.
The two aircraft VX 126 and 127
were built for the AngloScandinavian Expedition to the
Antarctic and were shipped later in
the year.
The Design Office, apart from
dealing with the new types placed
into production during 1949, also
carried out some design work to
the Air Ministry specification
116/48 for a two seat basic training
Copyright © by the IAC
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aircraft. The Auster project design,
Model A9, resembled many of the
other Auster projects for light
aircraft but was powered by a 180
hp Blackburn Bombardier 702.
Although the project was
submitted to the Air Ministry it was
not
successful,
and
the
development contracts were
awarded to the Percival P.56 and
the Handley Page HPR.2. The P.56
was later developed into the
Provost basic trainer for the R.A.F.
Design work was also much in
evidence during 1950. Whilst the
production line was busy making
Aiglets, J/5’s, Autocars, Auster
Mk.6 and Mk.7 aircraft, design

thoughts were mainly concentrated
on a development of the A.O.P.
Auster. However some attention
was given to a special model of the
Autocar for racing and also to
improvements of ex-military Auster
V conversion aircraft. The first
Auster 5 variant was the 5C but
this was merely a civil conversion
of the Gipsy Major engined Auster
V TJ187. This special version of
the Auster Mk.V had been built in
1945 and used for some time by
the firm as a ‘hack’ machine.
Afterwards this aircraft was sold to
Group Captain A. H. Wheeler who
entered it in the 1950 King’s Cup
Air Race at Wolverhampton and
managed to obtain an average

Model J/5F Aiglet Trainer. (EW)
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speed of 132.5 m.p.h. out of the
aircraft to gain third place.
As many private owners expressed
a preference for Gipsy Major
engines, Auster’s converted several
Auster 5 aircraft to Gipsy Major
engines. These aircraft were
christened the Auster 5D and had
the larger Aiglet type fin and
rudder. They were therefore, very
similar to the J/1 B Aiglet, apart
from cabin details. In the next few
years many civil Auster 5’s were
converted to the 5D standard.
Later in 1950 a special version of
the Autocar was built and was
entered in the ‘Daily Express’
South Coast Air Race by Austers
Chief Test Pilot, Ranald Porteous.
This aircraft, known as the Model
J/5E, had a 155 hp Cirrus Major 3
engine in place of the normal Gipsy
Major 1 and also had the wingspan
reduced to 30 feet 5 inches.
Unfortunately, the aircraft had to
retire from the race due to engine
overheating.
As mentioned before, the main
problem facing the Design Office
was a successor to the Auster Mk.6,
and in August 1950 another
prototype appeared, the Model S.
This was very similar to the Auster
Mk.6 but had a Bombardier engine,
the larger fin and rudder, and

Auster Model S. (Via MA)
standard Auster wings with split
flaps, with large low-pressure main
wheels.
After
normal
manufacturer’s tests at Rearsby, the
Model S was handed over to the A
&.A.E.E. at Boscombe Down in
1951 for testing.
The Model S was, however, only
one half of the study by Austers of
current Army requirements, and
the other half appeared in 1951.
This was the Model B4, which had
a completely revised fuselage of
‘pod and boom’ layout with large
doors just behind the cockpit. The
reason for this layout was to
accommodate two stretchers, one
above the other, alongside the
pilot. For easy loading the rear
doors were removable, hence the
‘pod and boom’ system. In place of

Auster Model B4 Ambulance/ Freighter. (EW)
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the stretchers, three seats could be
fitted or, for carrying freight, the
whole floor space was available.
The cabin was twelve inches wider
than the standard Auster and 100
cubic feet of load could be carried.
All other main components were
inter-changeable with the Model S.
These two aircraft together
represented Auster’s answer to
current 1951 Army requirements,
and they were tested at Boscombe
Down during the next two years,
but were not taken up by the Army.
Although the A.O.P. requirements
for the Army naturally received the
greatest amount of attention, one
of the many other Army
requirements the Design Office
investigated was that for a radio
controlled target for use in training

Interior View of Auster B4 Ambulance/Freighter.
(EW)
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anti aircraft gunners. The design
was based very closely on the
American OQ-3 target and was
known as the Model B3. The
fuselage of the target consisted of a
welded steel tube framework and
so was well within Auster’s
capabilities. No undercarriage was
used as the target was launched
from a 37 feet. long ramp, the
ramp being of welded tubular
construction.
Further design work also took
place in 1951 on the civil aircraft
side, and resulted in Auster’s first
fully aerobatic aeroplane. Designed
primarily as a training aircraft, it
also became very popular as a
touring aircraft in the hands of
private owners. It was developed
from the Model J/5 by
strengthening the airframe and
reducing the wingspan from the
standard 36 feet to 32 feet, and the
result was a very lively aircraft. It
was given the Model number J/5F
and later named the Aiglet Trainer,
although why it was called the
training version of the J/1 B Aiglet
has never been understood! It was
first shown to the public at the Air
Display organised by the Auster
Flying Club on the June 2nd 1951,
and was later shown to a wider
audience at the 1951 S.B.A.C. Farnborough Display. It was placed into
production at the end of the year
and first deliveries were made to
customers in January 1952.
In 1951 Austers were in active
service yet again, this time in
Korea. The decision to send United
Nations troops to Korea brought
Auster Mk.6 and Mk.7 aircraft into
action for the first time, with No.
1903
Independent
A.O.P.
Squadron and No. 1913 Light
Liaison Flight, R.A.F., and these
were the only R.A.F. units serving
in Korea. The Austers were used as
before in artillery spotting and for
communications.
Copyright © by the IAC
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On the 1952 production line there
were five different models: the
Auster Mk.7, Aiglet, J/5, Aiglet
Trainer and the Autocar. This latter
aircraft occupied most of the production activities during the year
although many Aiglets were
produced for export, most of them
going to Australia. A large
proportion of the Autocars used
overseas were equipped for crop
spraying and dusting, but it was
found that more power would be
an advantage. In temperate climates
the 130 hp of the J/5B was quite
sufficient and gave a good
performance, but in tropical
conditions this was not enough.
The experience gained from the
J/5E Racer was put into practical
use and the Cirrus Major 3 was
fitted into a standard Autocar
airframe. This new aircraft, the
Model J/5G, was named the Cirrus
Autocar and immediately found a
ready market, mostly in cropspraying and dusting operations
overseas.
The Cirrus Major 3 engine was also
fitted into the Aiglet Trainer
resulting in the Model J/5K. A very
lively aircraft was thus produced
but only one J/5K was made,
which performed for many years at
The Auster Story

the S.B.A.C. Air Display in the
hands of Ranald Porteous the
Companies Chief Test Pilot.
With so many Austers being
delivered to overseas customers for
agricultural use, the Design Office
turned its attention to designing an
aircraft for purely agricultural use.
The new design, the Model B6,
used many standard Auster parts
but the fuselage was a completely
new design to requirements
received from New Zealand for a
single seat aircraft to carry 1,120 lbs
of Super-phosphate. The aircraft
evolved and was to be powered by
a 185 hp Continental engine. The
hopper was located between the
pilot and the engine. In order to
give a good vision forwards and
downwards, and to keep the C. of
G. in the right place, the pilot was
located aft of the wing. This
necessitated a parasol wing layout.
Standard Auster wings were to be
fitted onto a new centre-section,
which had a large cut-out in the
trailing edge, to give additional
vision to the pilot who had a
bubble
cockpit
cover
for
protection. However, there was
one large snag with the whole
design concept and this was the
Page 23
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difficulty of filling the hopper,
which was situated immediately
underneath the wing.
As the design evolved, it was
realised that there was no easy way
around this snag and so it was
decided to drop the whole design
and start again.
Throughout
1953,
whilst
production continued on Autocars,
Aiglets. Aiglet Trainers, AOP Mk.
6s and Mk. 7s, the Design Office
proceeded to work mainly on two
projects, namely agricultural and
AOP. The exceptions to the main
work were two-fold. The first, the
Model B7, was a revised version of
the light twin project but this time
it was projected with a
conventional engine layout. The
second
exception
was
a
modification of the Mk. V, an
example of which was fitted with a
system of strut braced under wing
neon tubes for night advertising
This aircraft, G-ANDU, was
followed by another similar
conversion to G-AOSL. Strangely,
this modification had been carried

Mk.9 and Mk.6. (EW)
the main task of the year was to
finish the design and detail
drawings and to produce the
prototype. Such a volume of work
naturally took some time to
complete and, as a result, we have
to pass into 1954 before the first
flight of WZ662, the prototype
Model B5. This took place on
March 19th and the aircraft was to
be known as the Auster AOP
Mk.9. A 180 hp Blackburn
Bombardier engine powered it and,
although resembling the traditional
Auster, it was an entirely new
aeroplane much larger than its
predecessors. It was in fact the first
completely new design (as opposed
to the development of the
‘standard’ Auster airframe) since
the A2/45. Although the fuselage
was again of the basic welded steel

tube construction the cantilevered
tail surfaces were all light alloy
construction. The wings were also
all metal construction but with only
one lift strut on each side. The use
of plastic was introduced on this
aircraft but, as was the usual Auster
practice, the greater part of the
completed aircraft was fabric
covered. After the usual trials, the
Mk. 9 was put into production, and
this was gradually built up over the
succeeding months.
After the successful adoption of
the Mk. 9 the attention of the
Design Office was centred on
further Army requirements.
As a great change was becoming
evident in Army thinking, in
particular the role of the helicopter
was being investigated. This

Model J Mk.V. (Via MA)
out to G-AJYP during 1950/1 but
had not resulted in a change of
designation. These aircraft were
fitted out as single seaters with all
the electrical equipment alongside
the pilot and were to be seen flying,
ghostlike, in the evening skies
around Rearsby before delivery.
The main design work for 1953
was centred on an aircraft for the
Army to replace the AOP Mk. 6
The design having been accepted,
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was eventually dropped.
Auster’s
carried
on
with
investigations into light helicopters
and over the next two years several
design studies evolved, these being
designated Model C2, C3, C7, and
C8, the final example being drawn
during 1956.

Auster Helicopter to Specification HR 144 (B9) shown on 3 ton Truck (RN).
resulted in the War Office
collaborating with the Air Ministry
and Ministry of Supply in the
formulation of Specification HR.
144T. This called for a simple and
relatively
inexpensive
small
helicopter for use by the Army for
reconnaissance, casualty evacuation
and training. The helicopter also
had to be capable of being
dismantled and assembled easily
and quickly, and of being
transported on a standard Army
three-ton truck. Naturally, Auster’s
turned its attention to this
specification as, up to then, they
had been the sole supplier of
aircraft to the Army AOP
squadrons.
To cope with the additional work
that the helicopter involved, a
special section of the Design Office
was formed. A project was
developed to meet the specification
requirements. Known as the Model
B9, a lot of design and detail work
was carried out, which resulted in a
mock-up of the basic structure and
an engine assembly complete with
rotor tip ramjets. This assembly
was functionally tested in a ground
test structure situated in the South
Copyright © by the IAC

Eastern corner of the airfield and,
when it worked, it disturbed the
peace of Leicestershire for miles
around Rearsby.
Several Companies tendered
projects as well as Auster’s and
these included Fairey (Ultra-light),
Bristol (Type 190) and Shorts
(S.B.8). The Fairey Ultra-light was
selected and six prototypes were
built but no production contracts
were issued and the whole project

Production of Autocars and Aiglet
Trainers continued during 1954,
mainly to meet overseas orders,
and three new Models were also
introduced during that year. These
included the J/5L Aiglet Trainer
and the J/5P Autocar, which had
the standard airframes fitted with a
Gipsy Major 10 engine. These
versions replaced the J/5F and
J/5B on the production line.
The third new model to appear in
1954 was the J/8L, this being a
version of the Aiglet Trainer, which
featured the positioning of the flapoperating lever between the two
pilots. Three versions of the J/8
were projected, each corresponding
to the three models of the Aiglet
Trainer. However only the J/8L
was produced and this was a
conversion of a standard J/5K, this
being G-AMYI.

Auster Model C4 Antarctic. (JL)
The Auster Story
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Towards the end of 1954 the firm
was asked to build two special
aircraft for the Trans-Antarctic
Expedition, with the result that two
Mk. 7 aircraft were modified to
have interchangeable wheels, floats
and skis. Many other modifications
were also made, and included the
fitting of the large fin and rudder
whilst the cabin was almost filled
with extra radio and survival
equipment aft of the two seats. The
many changes resulted in the
aircraft being designated as the
Model C4. After test flying in 1955,
the aircraft were dismantled and
placed in special crates for dispatch
with the rest of the equipment, for
that famous expedition on board
the M. V. Theron. From the ship
they did a lot of valuable work for
the advance party during the
voyage to Shackleton Base. They
also completed survey work after
the first winter and prior to being
returned to England. One was then
sent to New Zealand and returned

to Antarctica at the Scott Base,
whilst the other returned to
Shackleton Base with the main
crossing party. Both aircraft
survived these arduous journeys
and they are preserved in museums
in New Zealand and the U.K
(R.A.F Cosford).
On the civil side, two new models
appeared during 1955. The first
was the Model J/5R Alpine which
was a J/5L Aiglet Trainer, GANXC, fitted with standard 36 feet
span wings and larger tail plane. Six
of these aircraft were made to
individual orders over the next two
years, as were four J/5Q Alpines
these being Alpines fitted with the
less powerful Gipsy Major 1
engine. The second new model
was, in fact, a conversion, namely
the Model J/1N Alpha, which was
a Model J/1 Autocrat, converted to
have a Gipsy Major 1 engine and
the larger fin and rudder. During
the next few years many more

Auster Model B8 Agricola. (EW)
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Autocrats were similarly converted
and this operation, which in effect
brings the Autocrat up to J/1B
Aiglet standard?
The main task of the civil section
of the Design Office for the
previous year took on its final form
during 1955, and construction
started during the middle of that
year. This was a new agricultural
aircraft, ordered after the
abandonment of the Model B6, and
was known as the Model B8, first
flying on December 8th. Its shape
came as a severe shock to people
used to the traditional Auster
profile, and it was definitely the
ugliest Auster ever produced.
Although officially called the
Agricola, it was generally referred
to by several uncomplimentary and
unprintable names by the
workforce. However, it was a
strictly functional aeroplane, quite
pleasant to fly, and was one of the
few aircraft in the world to have a
payload of more than its own basic
weight. The Agricola, Auster’s first
low-wing aircraft design to be built,
was powered by a 240 hp
Continental engine whilst the
hopper was placed in a large fairing
underneath the wing and could
carry a load of 1,680 pounds. The
pilot’s cockpit was aft of the engine
bay, and the pilot actually sat on
top of the wing centre section
which passed straight through the
fuselage. Aft of the pilot, was the
tube for loading the hopper, and
behind this was a space which
could be used for carrying two
people over short distances when
the hopper was empty. The wings
and tail plane were of light alloy
construction, mostly fabric covered
but, as usual, the fuselage was of
steel tube construction and fabric
covered.
Prototype handling trials started
early in 1956 and were followed by
dusting and spraying trials, during
Copyright © by the IAC
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the course of which Rearsby
airfield received vast amounts of
chemicals and this probably
accounts for the magnificent crop
of hay the local farmer takes off the
airfield twice a year!
Production started in 1956, and
several exported to New Zealand
where they did not receive a very
encouraging reception despite
having been specifically designed to
the requirements of New Zealand
operators’. The reason being that
operating conditions had changed
during the time it took to design
and produce the Agricola. Further,
the American manufacturers had,
by then, captured the market.
Nineteen fifty six saw the build up
of AOP Mk. 9 production and,
with the main emphasis on military
work; civil aircraft production took
second place. World demand for
civil aircraft declined during the
year, and Auster’s reduced the
production of civil types to the
Autocar 145 and the Alpine.
However, towards the end of the
year a healthy demand developed
for second-hand J/1Ns and Auster
5s. As a result these two types were
re-introduced onto the production
line whenever orders were received.
Over the next four years; many of
the J/1Ns being exported, without

engines, to Australia.
With the drop in production of
civil aircraft, the civil section of the
Design Office began looking at a
replacement for the Autocar.
Design studies had begun in 1955,
and two projects were formulated
during that year, these being the
Model C1 - rather like an Autocar
with a Continental engine, and the
Model C5, which was a
development of the B4 Ambulance
Freighter but also powered by the
Continental engine. The design
work for these two projects (mainly
the Model C1), was completed and
resulted in a new aircraft by 1958,
also appearing in 1956 was the
Model J/1S which was merely the
allocation given to a J/1 Autocrat
which had been converted by its
Kenyan owner to take a Gipsy
Major 10 engine which originally
came from a Chipmunk. The
Model number was issued by
Auster’s to clear the aircraft
through its certification, the aircraft
first appearing at Rearsby in 1962
when its new owner flew it home
from Kenya.
Another project of 1956 to receive
some attention was the Model C9.
This was an advanced version of
the B3 target aircraft and was to
have been made primarily of

Auster Model C.6 Atlantic. (EW)
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fibreglass to reduce superficial
damage and to cut maintenance
costs. Power was to have been
provided by a modified 250 cc
Excelsior
Talisman
Twin
motorcycle engine. Unfortunately
Auster’s did not find the Army
sufficiently interested to warrant a
prototype being constructed.
For Auster’s, 1957 started with the
promise of reasonable activity
throughout the year but closed with
a far different mood. At the
beginning of the year, the main
production aircraft was the AOP
Mk.9. Most of the factory was
geared to its production, but a few
civil aircraft, Alpines, J1/N Alphas,
and Auster 5s were also
constructed. The Alphas were
mainly for agricultural use, as were
the Agricolas, the production of
which was also beginning to gather
pace.
In addition to the continuing work
on the Autocar replacement, the
Design Office also turned its
attention to other projects, one of
which, the Model D.1, was the
largest aircraft Auster’s ever
studied. This was an eleven seat
aircraft intended for troop
transport or casualty evacuation
and was powered by two 300 hp
Continental engines with a fuselage
of pod and boom section to give
easy rear loading. Another project
at this time was a version of the
AOP Mk.9 powered by a 240 hp
Continental engine, which also
powered the Agricola. This aircraft,
which was not given a Model
number, was intended to be fitted
with slots on the leading edge of
the wing to give, with the increased
power of the engine, a STOL
version of the AOP Mk.9.
April 1957 saw the first flight of
the Model J/5T powered by a 185
hp Continental engine and
resembling the Autocar series. The
G-25-4, as this aircraft was
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registered, was another example of
the continuing search for an
Autocar replacement, and was very
short lived. The next step was to
place the J/5T design on a tricycle
undercarriage and this, basically,
was the design philosophy of the
Model C.6 Atlantic, which was
announced at the 1957 SBAC
Show held at Farnborough. This
was Auster’s first tricycleundercarriage design to reach
prototype stage, and the cabin
interior was drastically revised from
the standard traditional fittings and
a reasonable level of comfort was
obtained. Hand wheel controls
were introduced and the flap lever
repositioned on the floor, an
improvement that Auster’s had
been trying to introduce for many
years. This aircraft, with its deeper
underbelly, facilitated such a move.
The engine was the same unit as
was fitted to the J/5T. The tricycle
undercarriage was an all-hydraulic
oleo type. The doors were larger,
thus enabling passengers to gain
access to the rear seats without
knowledge of mountaineering. As a
result of the deeper underbelly, the
floor of the cabin was completely,
flat enabling fore and aft adjustable
seats to be fitted. The furnished

fuselage, registered G-APHT, was
exhibited statically at Farnborough,
not because of the ban on aircraft
not fitted with UK engines but
because it was incomplete. In fact
the furnished cabin was about the
only thing that was complete.
The Defence White Paper of 1957
caused consternation within the
aircraft industry as, in one section
it advocated the abandonment of
manned aircraft as offensive
weapons and promoted a reliance
on guided missiles and rockets for
attack and defence. Austers, who,
at that time, were relying on the
Mk.9 for their existence, had to
proceed with extreme caution, and
with the 1947 recession still in
mind, action was taken which
resulted in the retention of only a
skeleton staff. The Agricola
production was stopped, as it was
realised that there was insufficient
demand to make the type a
commercial success. The Design
Office stopped work on the Model
D.l and the Continental engine
version of the Mk.9. However this
aircraft did eventually materialise as
the Model E.3/ Beagle AOP
Mk.11,
the
only
Beagle
contribution to the design being

the spats and undercarriage
fairings, and even these were later
removed.
Nineteen fifty eight started with
Auster’s almost unrecognisable
from the previous year. In spite of
the reduction in staff production
did not stop completely and within
a few months many employees
were re-instated. The Atlantic,
inevitably suffered a delay but it
had
been
reprieved
from
cancellation in the cutback and
work continued upon this aircraft
when
it
returned
from
Farnborough. The fuselage was
stripped, all controls and electrics
were positioned, wings fitted and
after taxying trials, the Atlantic first
flew during July 1958. Flight trials
commenced and the very low noise
level of the aircraft, both inside and
outside of the cabin, soon attracted
comment. However a fractured
nose wheel leg resulted in minor
damage after only 10-15 hrs flying.
Despite many people considering
this aircraft to be the best, four
seater Auster’s ever produced, it
was decided, in 1959, not to go
ahead with the project due to the
current insecurity of the firm and
the costs involved in gaining
certification of a new type.
This decision was unfortunate in
the light of subsequent world
events. Had the Atlantic been
produced,
the
subsequent
American light aircraft invasion
might have been stemmed
somewhat. However it was claimed
that it was a bit too expensive and a
little in advance of its time!

Beagle Model E3 Mk.11. (MA)
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Even before the cancellation of the
Agricola aircraft it had been
realised by the Design and Sales
Offices that this aircraft would not
be every operator’s idea of an
agricultural aircraft and so work
began on a simplified model. As
many of the new J/1N Alphas
being produced were fitted out for
Copyright © by the IAC
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crop dusting/spraying it was not
surprising that the J/1N formed
the starting point for the design. At
the same time the J/1N was
modified to carry 100 gallons of
insecticide. More power was
required for tropical operations and
so the Lycoming 180 hp engine was
selected for the new design. To
provide better ground handling, a
larger undercarriage was fitted with
bigger wheels. The fuselage,
although in outline similar to the
standard Auster, was very much
stronger. The wings, whilst
retaining the same shape, were of
different construction. In place of
the wooden spars, fitted to all
Taylorcraft/Auster’s since 1939,
alloy extruded spars were used,
thus making the basic structure all
metal for the first time. A clean
cowling was fitted, and a variable
pitch propeller used on this new
aircraft which was known as the
Model J/1U Workmaster and
which first flew on February 22nd
1958. During flight trials a dorsal
fin was added and the shape of the
cowlings was altered to enable a
fixed pitch propeller to be used.
Limited production was put in
hand and first deliveries were made
later in the year
Two other design studies were
undertaken during 1958, the first
being a series of studies on a twoseat AOP aircraft known as the
Model D2. Various types of
engines, both piston and turboprop, were under consideration,
but the design had not reached the
state of a firm project when work
was stopped.
The second project was a two-seat
all metal ultra light aircraft powered
by a 75 hp Continental engine.
Known as the Model D3, it was a
low wing aircraft with swept tail
surfaces, fixed-tricycle undercarriage, a large bubble type
canopy, and generally bore a
Copyright © by the IAC

Auster Model J/5V. (JL)
resemblance to the Miles M 117 Having successfully fitted the
which was designed four years Lycoming 180 hp engine in two
later. The D3, if it had been Austers the Design Office decided
produced, might have made quite to standardise further activities on
an impression on world markets, the Lycoming engine. This was due
being, in 1958, ahead of nearly all to the production of British light
rivals.
aero engines having virtually
ceased. Thus the next new civil
Nineteen fifty nine was a year of model was an Autocar fitted with a
steady progress. Production was on 160 hp Lycoming. This aircraft,
the upward trend and aircraft, which was built to the specific
mainly AOP Mk.9s, were coming order of a long-standing Auster
off the assembly line at a steady pilot, was given the model
rate. The Workmaster and the designation of J/5V and made its
Models, the J/1N and J/5 Alphas, first flight on September 23rd 1959.
were also produced in small
numbers.
On the military side, whilst the
production of AOP Mk.9s
Further development work by the continued, the Mk.10 made its
Design Office on the Workmaster appearance. Actually an AOP Mk.6
eventually led to the Model J/1W, a modified to Mk.7 standard but
three seat light aircraft. The interior because of differences in certain
of the cabin was upholstered, to seat attachment parts, it was rewhat could only be described as a designated as Mk.10. Nine further
“luxurious,” standard whilst much aircraft were eventually converted,
of the fabric was deleted from the making a total of ten in all.
outside fuselage and replaced by
many wooden fairings. Although During the year the Design Office
mainly intended as a design study was also working on several other
having standard 36 feet wings, the projects, one of these being an
prototype fuselage was fitted with a alternative version of the Agricola
pair of 32 feet wings and flew for with external pipe and spray pump.
the first time during April 1959. The main work revolved around a
The type was not put into series of projects utilising the
production, and, after initial flight Lycoming engine. It was decided to
trials, this aircraft was dismantled introduce a new range of two, three
and stored near Rearsby.
and four seat aircraft. These were
all developments of an existing
The Auster Story
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design with modification kits being
first offered to existing owners to
enable them to bring their aircraft
up to date. The necessary drawings
were
prepared
for
these
conversions
which,
when
converted, would be known as
Models J/5X, J/1Y, J/5Z and J/5J,
these being Lycoming-powered
versions of the Aiglet Trainer,
Autocrat, Alpine and Adventurer
respectively.
The Autocar conversion was being
already covered by the Model J/5V.
Unfortunately, these conversion
schemes came to nothing and so
remained as projects. Work
continued on the new series and
was undertaken in two parts, the
initial work being for replacement
aircraft for the Alpine, Autocar and
a two-seat aircraft. These aircraft
were to have identical wings,
undercarriage and tail units with a
dorsal fin with as much of the
engine bay as possible to be interchangeable. The three selected
engines were of 108, 160 and 180
hp, and the all-metal wings were to
be either short or standard span.
This gave a total of eighteen
possible
combinations
but
obviously some were impracticable
and, in the event, only five types
were built, all featuring the
standard 36 feet span wing.
Also projected at this time was a
high wing, four seat aircraft with a
retractable undercarriage - generally
referred to as Model D5. This
project did not proceed and the
Model D5 designation was reissued.
Detail design of the three new
models started during mid-1959
and construction followed a few
months later. All three models were
constructed at almost the same
time, the first one to fly being the
D5/160 on January 27th 1960,
followed by the D4/108 on
February 2nd 1960. Both types have
Page 30

Auster Model D4 (JL)
an obvious resemblance to their
predecessors, the D5 to the Alpine
and D4 to the Arrow, except, of
course, for the revised cowlings
around the Lycoming engines and
the dorsal fins. Both types were
placed into production, but only
limited numbers were constructed.
At the same time Austers were
successful in selling a licence to
produce D4 and D5 aircraft in
Portugal, an event that resulted in
Austers being produced outside of
England for the first time.
The replacement for the Autocar
was not far behind the other two
models and on May 9th 1960 the
D6/160 took to the air, followed
by the more powerful version, the
D6/180, on July 27th 1960. These

two aircraft were exported but only
two more D6 aircraft were built
and the type did not go into general
production.
Nineteen sixty saw the beginning
of the end of the service life of the
AOP Mk. 6, which was being
replaced by the AOP Mk.9 and
helicopters. A similar situation had
existed with the redundant Mk.Vs,
with Auster’s purchasing these
from the R.A.F, and so it was to be
with the Mk.6.
After purchase, the majority of
these aircraft were stored at
Kidlington or Broome Lane,
Rearsby whilst several were flown
to the airfield at Rearsby for
civilianisation.

Auster Model D6/180. (JL)
The Auster Story
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After considerable thought as to
what to do with these aircraft, the
Company decided to convert them
as two different types, an
inexpensive glider tug known as the
Model 6A, and a three-seat club
aircraft, designated as Model 6B.
The first to appear was the 6A,
which was christened Tugmaster.
This was a relatively simple
conversion with flap alterations,
larger fin/rudder and the inclusion
of the towing mechanism. The
Tugmaster first flew during May
1960 from Lasham where Air Tows
Ltd. had converted it under
direction of the Company.
Conversion of surplus airframes to
Tugmaster standard continued at
both Lasham and Rearsby.
On September 1st 1960 the Design
Office began work on the next
batch of aircraft of the new series
designated models D7, D8 and D9.
After discussion the decision was
taken to drop the D7, which was to
have been the new agricultural
aircraft of the series. However, it
was felt that if any enquiries were
received and aircraft built they
would be purely agricultural
versions of the model D5.
The models D8 and D9 were
projected tricycle undercarriage
versions of the D6 and D4
respectively, with detail design
work on the first of these projects
being
commenced
during
September 1960. Thoughts were
cast back to the Company’s
previous tricycle aircraft, the
Atlantic, which was brought out of
store for studying. However it was
decided not to embody such great
changes as had been introduced on
that aircraft. Some details were
used, including the nose leg and
most of its structure; in fact the
actual Atlantic nose leg was used
initially on the subsequent
prototype.

Auster Model 6A Tugmaster. (JL)
Hydraulic dampers were added to
the main wheel structure, whilst a
door for the rear seats was
incorporated, as well as a separate
luggage compartment aft of the
rear seats.

The purchaser was Pressed Steel
Company who used Auster Aircraft
Ltd. to form the major working
part of British Executive and
General Aviation Ltd, commonly
known as Beagle Co. Ltd.

Slotted flaps were introduced in
the wings instead of the standard
Auster split flaps and, to give better
access to the front cabin, the lift
struts were moved forwards to
locate on the fuselage forward of
the front door.
A lot of detail design had been
completed for the model D8 with
some prototype drawings almost
ready to be issued to the shop floor
when, on October 7th 1960, the
Company was taken over for
£525,000.

The Auster D8 was subsequently
altered and appeared on April 16th
1961 as the Beagle-Auster A109
Airedale, whilst the Model 6B flew
for the first time on the April 13th
1961 as the Beagle-Auster A61
Terrier.
The model D9 remained a project,
as did the models El and E2.
Thus ended Auster Aircraft Ltd
which, as Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
(England), Taylorcraft-Auster and
finally Auster, had been producing

Beagle Model A61 Terrier. (JL)
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Beagle Model A109 Airedale. Above: G-ARKE Prototype Below: G-ASAI (Via MEP and JL)
Company to install additional
automatic machine tools, which
could also produce parts for the
aircraft division cheaper than
would have been otherwise
possible.

light aircraft for 21 years.
Although Auster’s was one of the
smaller companies and produced a
modest number of aircraft, in
comparison with its larger peers, its
aircraft reached the four corners of
the world.

Page 32

In 1948 the decision was taken to
contract for subcontract work, and
this
took
the
form
of
manufacturing parts predominantly
for the automotive industry. This
produced a steady source of
revenue, which offset the vagaries
of aircraft sales. It also had the
advantage of enabling the

The Auster Story

Being a small firm Auster’s had to
be sparing with its money, which,
incidentally, was its own, there
being no shareholders outside of
the Board of Directors. As a result
no great risks were taken or
extensive research, as both were
usually costly exercises. If, at the
end of WW2, substantial financial
backing had been obtained, it is
possible that some very interesting
and, perhaps, successful aeroplanes
could have been produced in large
numbers as there was no shortage
of original ideas in the design
office. However, such ideas alone
do not always make a successful
company.
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Chapter 2 – A Pictorial Type List 1939 to 1968

Compiled
By
Mick Ames and Mike Preston

All Photographs Via MA except where stated
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TAYLORCRAFT AEROPLANES 1939 - 1944
1939/40

Model Plus D

1941

Model Plus C/2

1939

Model Plus C

The First
Auster

1941
Auster Model D/1 Mk.I

1942

Model F Mk.II
Prototype Only

1943

Model H Glider
Prototype Only

1943

Model E Auster Mk.III

1944

Model J Mk.V

1943

Model G Auster Mk.IV
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MODEL ‘J’ DEVELOPMENT 1945 ONWARDS
1945

Model J Mk.5 J/1 Test Bed

1944

Model J Mk.V Civil

1946

Model J/1 Autocrat

1947

Model J/1B Aiglet

1947

Model J/5
Adventurer

1946

Model J/2
Arrow

1946

Model J/4 Archer

1955

Model J/1 N mod Kits

1957

Production

1959

Model D4

1957

Model J1/U Workmaster
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MODEL ‘J’ DEVELOPMENT 1945 ONWARDS
1944

Model J Mk.V C
Communications Aircraft

1945 - 1950

Model J Mk.5 Civilianised Former
Military Mk.V

1950

Civilianised Model J Mk.5 Converted to
Mk.5D

1956

New Production Model J
Mk.5 Alpha

1956

Model J Mk.5 M
Neon Advertising
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MODEL K/Q DEVELOPMENT 1944-1968
1944

Taylorcraft Auster Model J Mk.V

1945

Auster Model K Mk.6

1951

Auster Model S

1955

1947

Auster Model C4
Antarctic

Auster Model Q Mk.7

1959

Auster Model K Mk.10

1961

Auster Model A61 Series 1
Terrier

1960

Auster Model 6A Tugmaster

1961

Auster Model 6B Terrier

1968

Auster Model A61 Series
3 Terrier

1962

Auster Model A61 Series
2 Terrier
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MODEL J5 AUTOCAR SERIES 1949-1960
1949

Model J/5B Autocar

1952

Model J/5G Autocar

1952

Model J/5H Autocar Australian
Conversion of J/5B

1954

Model J/5P Autocar

1959

Model J/5V Autocar
D6 development Aircraft

1960

Model D6/160

1960

Model D6/180
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MODEL J5 AIGLET TRAINER SERIES 1951-1956
1954

Model J/5L Aiglet
Trainer

1951

Model J/5F Aiglet
Trainer

1954

Model J/5K Aiglet
Trainer

1955

Model J/5Q Alpine

1951

1956

Model J/5R Alpine

Model J/8L Aiglet
Trainer

1962

Model D5/180 Husky

1959

Model D5/160
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IF ONLY!! 1947-1957
1947

Model P Avis 1 (LAMS)

1962

Model N A2/45

1951

Model B3 Target Drone

1948

Model P Avis 2 (JS)

1951

Model B4

1951

Model S (LL)

1955

Mode B9 Helicopter (RN)

1955

Model B8 Agricola (RB)

1957

Model C6 Atlantic (JL)
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Model B5 - THE LAST A.O.P. 1954

1955

Model B5
Mk.9 (RB, EW
and Via MA)

1961

Beagle Auster
Model
Mk.11
Auster Mk.11 (BH)

Only one Mk.11 built
intended as the Mk.9
Replacement it
succumbed to the
Army’s Rotary Wing
Policy (Via MA and
PB)
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BEAGLE AIRCRAFT – THE SWANSONG 1960 - 1968

The last of the Taylorcraft / Auster high wing monoplane designs (As
adapted by BEAGLE) (LH)
For more information on the Club and the Heritage
Group please contact the International Auster Club
Web Site.

Austerclub.com

Beagle Pup,
Bulldog and
Bullfinch (Via MA)

Beagle B206 and
Basset (Via MA)
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Chapter 3 – The Rearsby Plane Makers

Yesterdays’ News
The retrospective journal of former Auster Aircraft Ltd. employees

(JE)

Compiled and Edited
By
Mick Ames and Mike Preston
The content of this chapter is mainly from the ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
Supported by the Awards for All part of the Lottery Board.
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Rearsby Aerodrome, Leicestershire, the home of the Auster, circa 1968. (JL)
This aerodrome became synonymous with British light aeroplanes from the early days of the
Second World War until the final demise of the Auster name in 1968. In its time the Auster
was the only mass produced British built light aeroplane. Not only did the Auster serve the
British Army in every conflict between 1942 and 1967, it was sold to world wide markets in
every conceivable role a light aeroplane could be put to.
Auster Aircraft Ltd. although a small concern, was the biggest producer of light aeroplanes in
the country. It remained a local private company throughout its existence until taken over in
1960, by the ill-fated BEAGLE concern.
The founder of ‘Auster’s,’ A.L. Wykes, was without doubt the driving force behind not only
the company, but its designs. Had it not been for his untimely death in 1944, who knows
where Auster’s would be today?
One thing is for sure they would still be making light aeroplanes with the local skills base the
company established.
It is from these people that the following chapter is derived.
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from Thurmaston is the best for
the job and could be 25% cheaper
than its nearest rivals, the subsided
Flying Clubs with a potential to
train up to 40,000 men for the Civil
Air Guard, is a sales market in
waiting.

U.S.A. Licence
Agreement for Local
Businessman
Thurmaston is the location for a
new venture in Leicestershire.
American Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
are to be built under a licensing
agreement with Fairchild Aviation
Inc. of New York.
The driving force behind this new
enterprise, is local businessman
A.L. Wykes. Mr. Wykes, a keen
aviator and member of the County
Flying Club, is a Director of the
Thurmaston manufacturers of
textile
and
cable-insulating
machines, Crowthers Ltd.
It is on Crowthers Britannia Works
site that Mr.Wykes will set up his
new factory.
The terms agreed with the
American Company are for an
initial payment of £2,100 plus a 5%
royalty on all net sales from the
first 150 aeroplanes sold and spread
over three years. In return the
Americans will concede sole
production and selling rights in this
country and certain Colonies.

Capital
Fifteen thousand Ordinary Shares
are to be made available at a £1 per
share. Application for Shares can
only be for not less than 1,000 and
in the case of Crowthers Ltd
associates, not less than 500.
1938
Schematic representation (believed by
A.L.Wykes) of Thurmaston
production line. (RB)
Many of these will be sold to
private owners, but with the advent
of the Civil Air Guard and its four
year expansion plan, estimates for
up to 850 aeroplanes of the
Taylorcraft type are anticipated.
Considering that the Taylorcraft

Leicester’s New
Limited Company
Takes Off
Less than six months after
registration, Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
(England) Ltd. of Thurmaston saw
their first light aeroplane take to
the air from the Everard family

Assistance will also be provided by
way of all drawings and advice in
duplicating American methods of
factory production. All main jigs
and fixtures are to be made
available to the new company at
cost price, together with the
services of an expert factory
supervisor to ensure both
production
and
technical
cooperation.

Potential Demand
The Thurmaston Company expects
to produce 500 aeroplanes a year.
Copyright © by the IAC

Jigs and fixtures together with the prototype aircraft fuselage and one wing
awaiting completion at the Britannia works Thurmaston. (RB)
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Final assembly taking place at the
Thurmaston works. (LCCHS)
aerodrome at Ratcliffe on May
3rd.The aircraft, the Taylorcraft
Plus ‘C,’ is a British version of an
American design, modified to
British airworthiness requirements,
and fitted with a 55 hp engine.
Construction of the first aircraft
only started at the end of February
in premises at the rear of Crowther
Ltd. Britannia Works.

Prototype Plus C at Ratcliffe during first flight. (LCCHS)

First Flight of the County’s
New Venture
Pictured are some of the first
photographs of the new Taylorcraft
being manufactured and in flight.
Shown is he prototype aircraft
flown by Mr. Wynne-Eaton landing
at Ratcliffe Aerodrome after the
inaugural flight.
Following this first flight,
Taylorcraft’s Managing Director
Mr. A. L. Wykes, took his first
flight in his company’s new
product and promptly ‘looped the

The new Taylorcraft at Ratcliffe Aerodrome after its first flight. (LCCHS)
loop’ with his co-director Mr. Percy
Wykes on board. There’s
confidence for you!

There’s no airfield at Thurmaston
so it’s up the A46 to Ratcliffe
(LCCHS).
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The Thurmaston Company is
expecting to sell many of these fine
aeroplanes to Flying Clubs and
private owners throughout the
British Isles, Europe, the Colonies
and Dominions for the princely
sum of £500 each.
1939
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Local Enthusiast Taken
Under Wing
A local aviation enthusiast from
Loughborough, who unfortunately
has had to terminate his R.A.F.
flying
career,
has
joined
Taylorcraft.
The young man concerned had to
abruptly leave Observer Training
due to ill health.
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Fortunately, an article in the
aviation press took him to the
Thurmaston base of Taylorcraft
Aeroplanes (England) Ltd.
He there enquired as to the
possibility of employment with this
new local aircraft company. The
Company Managing Director
shared his enthusiasm, and set him
on under his personal supervision.

of their visit was to discuss the
possibilities of installing a
Blackburn ‘Cirrus’ engine in the
British version of the American
Taylorcraft light aeroplane which
they build. An engine was delivered
to Thurmaston the following week

The first, and very important, task
for this young man was to convert
all American technical drawings for
the licensed-produced aeroplane to
British material specifications. A
start for the new employee, in the
absence of staff draughtsmen, was
the conversion of the considerable
amounts of steel tubing used in the
aeroplane
to
T45
British
specification as opposed to the
original lighter, U.S. material

Wing assembly outside the works
office.(MB)

Thurmaston Production
Underway

1939

Non Stop to Rome
An enquiry by a potential customer
for a Taylorcraft Plus ‘C’ aeroplane
has posed a number of technical
questions for the staff. How do you
accommodate sufficient fuel to fly
non stop to Rome and create a
world record into the bargain?

The jig for the welded steel fuselage
has been supplied by the American
Company. (MB)

The following production schedule
has been established by the new
company management for the new
Thurmaston works.
• Acquire Buildings

1-1-39

To find the solution, feasibility
schemes to remove the passenger
seat and replace it with what would
be the main tank, have taken place
and could be the answer. The
current political climate in Europe
has put the project on hold for the
time being at least.
1939

Trip to Brough
The Managing Director of
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes based at
Thurmaston, together with a
member of his team, recently flew
from Ratcliffe Aerodrome to
Brough in Lancashire. The purpose
Copyright © by the IAC

The locally recruited workforce assisted by a nucleus of skilled aircraft workers
are trained to a competence level whereby their endeavours are recognised by the
approval authorities. (MB)
The Auster Story

Page 47

Yesterdays’ News
•
•
•
•
•

Equip Factory
28-2 39
1st aeroplane
24-4-39
1 machine per week 5-39
2 machines per week 6-39
3 machines per week 7-39
1939

Assembly of the fuselages, installation of the flying controls and the fitment of
wooden formers is undertaken by skilled staff. The use of pneumatic drills,
screwdrivers and production line techniques reduces labour time by hours. (MB)

Local Skills Sprout Wings
Engine cowlings together with fuel
tanks are all fabricated by skilled
sheet metal workers recruited locally.
(MB)

Modern production methods,
brought about with the assistance
of the American Taylorcraft
Aviation Corporation, enable the
new local company to duplicate
production techniques.

Every Taylorcraft aeroplane built at
the Thurmaston factory is
subjected to over 1,000 inspections
during the manufacturing and
assembly stage, and this does not
include the detail parts. The
inspection process is as systematic
as the production. Every inspection
is recorded and a record kept on
each aeroplane manufactured.

American Engineer
Returns Home
Ray Carlton and his wife recently
returned to America aboard the
S. S. United States from
Southampton, after supervising the
assembly of the first five British
built Taylorcraft aeroplanes.

Aileron assembly with the aid of
pneumatic screwdriver enables screws
to be inserted in just over 2 seconds
compared with 7 seconds when using
hand tools. (MB)
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A Taylorcraft Plus ‘C’ inspection
record. Maintained by skilled
company inspectors. (MB)
The Auster Story

Ray the Chief Engineer to the
Taylorcraft Aviation Corporation,
has spent three months in England,
with a short holiday in France,
ensuring that the licence-built
aeroplanes are ready for the British
market. Completed in just 38 days
the first British aeroplane took to
the sky and passed all Air
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Registration Board tests with
compliments.
The new factory is located in
central England, in the County of
Leicestershire, and run by A.L.
Wykes a local businessman who
visited Alliance last year.
All negotiations for the British sales
and manufacturing rights were
undertaken
by
Fairchild
Incorporated, on behalf of the
Taylorcraft Aviation Corporation.
June 1939

British Taylorcraft Gains
Aerobatic C of A
Although similar in appearance to
the American version, the licencebuilt Taylorcraft differs in so much
as, with the exception of the
engine, it is all British and far more
robust into the bargain.
By fitting spruce spars twice the
thickness of its American
counterpart and increasing the
welded steel fuselage tubing to T45
(45 ton) as opposed to the
American 22 ton, the British
Taylorcraft surpasses its American
cousin in terms of strength.
For the private individual or flying
club this robust light aeroplane,
covered in fabric, presents an
inexpensive practicable machine,
which leaves in the shade all those
infatuated and excited by stressed
skin construction.
Production of this versatile light
aeroplane is now underway by
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd.
at
Thurmaston
in
Leicestershire.
Originally
designated the Taylorcraft ‘Plus’
because
of
its
significant
differences, the aircraft is now the
Model Plus ‘C’.
Copyright © by the IAC

Production of new Taylorcraft at the Britannia works, Thurmaston (LCCHS)
The British Taylorcraft is in
production for flying clubs and
private flyers, and winning
accolades along the way. Having
overcome
initial
production
teething difficulties, the aeroplane
now fulfils all expectations. Who
will ever forget that dazzling
display at Ratcliffe by that intrepid
flyer Dimmock, not to mention the
amazed crowd at the Derby Air
Pageant when three Taylorcrafts
stole the show?
1939

New Engine Fitted
Trials are currently being
undertaken with a view to finding a
suitable British engine for the
Taylorcrafts from Thurmaston.
The eleventh aircraft on the
production line has been adapted
for a Blackburn 90hp Cirrus Minor
1 engine. When completed, this
aircraft will be delivered to the
R.A.F. for use in a series of trials.
Whilst the debate for a suitable
‘Forward Observation Post’ aircraft
continues between the Air Ministry
The Auster Story

Model D with the New 90 hp
Cirrus Engine. (Via MA)
and the War Office, Taylorcraft are
well aware of the Larkhill Trials
with the faster and heaver,
Lysander and Audax Aircraft. The
Royal Artillery favours a small,
unarmed light-aeroplane, or ‘so it is
rumoured.’
1939

No 11 Is Like a Rocket
Taylorcraft of Thurmaston has put
a different engine in their tiny
aeroplane. They have replaced the
American Lycoming motor with a
British built, Blackburn Cirrus
Minor. The new engine with its in
line four cylinders, produces 90hp
as opposed to the 55hp
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horizontally opposed, four cylinder
Lycoming
Following the design of new engine
bearers together with other
alterations, the eleventh aircraft off
the new production line was
recently test flown from Ratcliffe
Aerodrome.
After some minor adjustments,
including ballast weights, the
aircraft was reported by the test
pilot to “climb like a rocket”.

for a set of steel tube skis were
produced. Research to installation
was within three days. The Monday
demonstration took place and the
potential customer was suitably
impressed.
Unfortunately the events in France
at that time meant that orders failed
to materialise. It was however, a
British first for a light aeroplane on
skis.
1940

Unofficial reports available to this
publication, state that, with the new
engine, the aeroplane climbs at
twice the speed of its American
powered counterpart.

25 mph Flap

Once the initial flight testing is
finished the aeroplane will be
evaluated by the R.A.F.
1939

The idea came from a 1938 article
in the Popular Flying magazine. It
involved the fitting of two hinged
plates above the aeroplanes wing.

Ski Monday
With the imminent arrival at
Rearsby of a representative of the
French Government, for a
demonstration of the Taylorcraft,
heavy weekend snow seemed to
put all plans on hold.
That was until the company
Managing Director heard about the
lost opportunity to win a potential
order.
He
ordered
the
demonstration Model ‘C’ aeroplane
to be fitted with skis.

A trial installation of a Taylorcraft
fitted with a device that slows the
aeroplane’s speed, has recently
been tested.

When the plates are raised the air
flow is modified to such an extent
that increased lift and different stall
characteristics are obtained.
The company lady test pilot proved
the concept to be extremely
successful and to such a degree
that the aeroplane flew slower, was

more stable and handled better.
Due to the aircraft’s slow flying
speed it was not possible to obtain
an indicated air speed due to the
instruments failing to indicate. The
solution to acquiring an accurate
measurement was to bring the
aeroplane down to within 50 feet
of the ground and run a motorcar
alongside it. The measured air
speed under perfect control was 25
mph.
The A.R.B. failed to approve the
installation
1940

Thurmaston Built
Aeroplanes Delivered To
Flying Clubs
The Leicester County Flying Club
is amongst the various clubs that
have already taken delivery of the
Thurmaston built Taylorcraft Plus
‘C’ Aeroplane.
Twenty five aircraft in total are
serving Flying Clubs as far afield as
Derby, Suffolk, Wiltshire, Luton,
Coventry and Romford.
This locally manufactured two seat
aeroplane, (only the engine is

Not being familiar with ski
installations, the member of staff
tasked with producing a design
turned to the then embryonic
company library for inspiration.
Amongst the reference books and
magazines, he found an American
article on a Bellanca aircraft with
skis. From the photographs and
dimensions given, scale drawings
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Taylorcraft aeroplanes awaiting delivery at Ratcliffe Aerodrome. (LCCHS)
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hoped that a suitable aircraft for
use by the Army, in the Forward
Observation Post role, will be
identified.
The trials aeroplane supplied by the
Leicestershire manufacturer, sports
a red robin on the fin and is
competing against much heavier
and faster aircraft. Early reports
indicate that the Taylorcraft is
acquitting itself well and considered
to be most promising.
1939

War Declared:
Private Aviation
Stops

1939 Sales advertisement.
imported,) is proving a success
amongst the country’s lightweight
aviators and students alike.

Initial Reports Extremely
Complimentary
Two of the first aeroplanes are
currently flying with the Leicester
County Flying Club at Rearsby
Airfield, not a stone’s-throw from
where they were made. To date, the
first aircraft, delivered at the
beginning of May, has nearly 300
flying hours, with practically no
maintenance and the engine
showing no signs of needing an
overhaul before the recommended
500 hours.
1939

Sir Galahad at the Dinner
Table
In the absence of a Works canteen
at Taylorcraft’s production facility
in Thurmaston, means staff
wanting a hot meal at lunch time
have to rely on their own
resourcefulness if sandwiches are
not to be the sole daily
Copyright © by the IAC

refreshment. However, this is not
without its pitfalls. The only lady
employee, the company fabric
worker, who transferred early in
the year from Crowthers Ltd., has
the services of a shop floor worker
to heat her mother’s pre -prepared
meals. That was until the ‘Knight
Errant’ burnt her dinner beyond
recognition.
To the rescue came a fellow
employee who now takes the young
lady home at lunch time! And,
courtesy of a relative provides a hot
daily meal for 1/6d a week. A real
gentleman some might say?
1939

Taylorcraft Staff assist the
R.A.F.
Two representatives of the
Thurmaston-based
company
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd., are currently assisting the
R.A.F. in what has become known
as the Larkhill trials. Both members
of staff, an engineer and a technical
representative, are at the R.A.F.
Station Old Sarum where the
Taylorcraft is maintained. It is
The Auster Story

Production Of ‘Plus C’
Comes to a Halt.
Following the Declaration of War,
all production of the Thurmaston
built Taylorcraft Model Plus ‘C’ has
been stopped for the duration.
Rumours that the aeroplane is
under priced and the Company is
in financial difficulties, remain
speculation.
Having supplied a version of their
licence-built aeroplane to the
R.A.F. earlier this year, the
Company remain optimistic that
large orders will follow. In the
meantime sub-contract work for
other aircraft manufacturers is to
take place.

R.A.F. Refer under- aged
recruit to Taylorcraft
A 16, well nearly 17-year old youth
was recently referred to the
Britannia Works for employment in
the aircraft industry after it was
discovered that he was too young
to join the R.A.F. The youth in
question is now learning his trade
Page 51
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in No 1 Machine Shop, on gun bay
assemblies for Hurricanes and
Spitfires.
1939/40

Evaluation of the
Taylorcraft for the R.A.F.
Continues
Further to the opportunity, earlier
this year, to evaluate a number of
aircraft in the Flying Observation
Post role on behalf of the Army,
additional Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
are to be supplied. These machines,
designated the Model ‘D’, differ
from the Plus ‘C’ in so much as,
they are powered by the British
built Blackburn 90 hp Cirrus Minor
engine.
1939/40

Taylorcraft Model ‘D.’. (via MA)
and, of course, Thurmaston.
1940

Pre War Taylorcraft
Aeroplanes Recruited by
the R.A.F.

Sledges Avert Downhill
Slide
Taylorcraft produced sledges are
being sold in Leicester this winter.
The sledges are made at the
Thurmaston factory and intended
to keep the staff occupied until
new orders for their aeroplane are
received!
1939

Tiger Moths under repair at
Thurmaston. (LH)
Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Syston

All pre-War Taylorcraft Plus ‘C’
aeroplanes have been requisitioned
for military use.
All aircraft are to be returned to the
Thurmaston makers and modified

Tigers at Thurmaston.
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd. have become a Ministry of
Aircraft Production Repair Centre.
In addition to sub-contract work
for other manufacturers. The
Company will repair and rebuild
De Havilland Tiger Moth aircraft at
the Britannia Works Thurmaston.
Work on the Tiger Moths will start
immediately in No 2 Works and
additional female staff for fabric
and machine work are being sought
from the surrounding areas of
Page 52

Tiger moth awaiting test flight in front of the new Hurricane hanger at Rearsby.
The Auster Story
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by way of a new engine and
improved vision for the pilot.
1940

Test Pilot, Inspector and
Tea Maker
A company female Test Pilot has
many diverse tasks included in her
job description.

repairing Tiger Moth aircraft.
Along with other ladies she now
turns out the results of her skills
from No2 Works.
1940/1941

Taylorcraft of Thurmaston
to Become Hurricane
Repairers
Hawker
Hurricane
fighter
aeroplanes are to be sent to a local
company that made the pre-War
Taylorcraft aeroplanes.

Hurricane fighter aircraft being reassembled at Taylorcrafts new
hanger at Rearsby aerodrome. (LH)

The Hurricanes all require repair
following battle damage incurred
during the Battle of Britain or other
incidents.
Awaiting test flight (H)
Not only does she test fly
aeroplanes, inspect aircraft parts
and cable covering machines
produced by an associate company.
She also provides the tea or coffee
to the staff of No 1 Machine Shop
at Taylorcraft’s Britannia Works in
Thurmaston. Extra persuasion, it is
said, can sometimes result in snacks
also being supplied.
1939/1940

From Hosiery to
Aeroplanes
A young lady who started her
working life in Leicester’s hosiery
trade has now become adept at

This is a major undertaking on the
part of the Company which already
repairs Tiger Moth aircraft in
addition to converting its pre- War
aircraft for the R.A.F.
Additional premises have been
acquired including the construction
of a new hanger at Rearsby
Airfield, home of the County
Flying Club.
1940

Damaged aircraft are brought by
trailer for repair at a number of local
sites before re-assembly at No 6
works, Rearsby.(LH)

Hurricane Fighters at
Rearsby
Rearsby Aerodrome has been taken
over by the Thurmaston Company
and extended to accommodate the
Hurricane facility.
New premises have also been
procured
in
Syston
and
Mountsorrel. The first Hurricane
was delivered to the R.A.F. during
February 1941, only months after
work started.

The new girls rolling out a Tiger
Moth at the Britannia works. (LAS)
Copyright © by the IAC

The first of many.
The Finishing Touch. (LH)
The Auster Story
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Thurmaston’s Own
Aeroplane Given Not Only
a New Name but a New
Home
The order for the Taylorcraft has
resulted in the Air Ministry
requiring it to be given a name in
line with current policy. As they
enter service the aircraft will be
known from now on, as the
Taylorcraft ‘Auster Mk.I’. This
name is derived from a Roman
word for a ‘warm, dry southwesterly wind’.

Repaired Hurricane undergoing pre-flight servicing. (LH + D1 below)

Air Ministry Contract for
Local Manufacturer
Taylorcraft Win Order for
100 Aeroplanes

Army as an Air Observation Post.
The aircraft is to be flown in
support of the Artillery.

In order to cater for the ever
increasing demands being placed
on the Company, the Auster Mk.1
is being built in the newly acquired
former shoe factory, situated in
Broad Street, Syston.
This facility is to be known as No7
Works. The ‘Home of the Auster’
for the time being at least.
1942

During May this year the first of
100 Taylorcraft aeroplanes for the
R.A.F. flew from the makers
Rearsby Airfield.
After years of trials, including
operational evaluation in France
during 1945, the tiny Taylorcraft
has been accepted for use by the

The Taylorcraft Model D1 Auster .
Mk 1
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The Taylorcraft Auster Mk.I will start its operational military service
‘spotting’ for the guns in North Africa with the A.O.P. Squadrons. (MA)
The Auster Story
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U- BOAT MENACE STOPS
Mk.II
Recent U Boat activities in the
North Atlantic have prevented
Taylorcraft
Aeroplanes
of
Thurmaston
introducing
a
replacement for its Auster Mk.I

Auster model F Mk.II. (Via MA)
The proposed Mk.II aircraft has
been abandoned due to the supply
of American Lycoming engines not
being guaranteed.
1942/43

The Mk 111 Auster with improved glazing and a Gipsy Engine. (Via MEP)

Mk.III Production Gathers
Pace
Production of the new Taylorcraft
Auster Mk.III is now underway at
the company Syston Works. The
Mk.III will succeed the earlier Mk.I
in military service. A Gipsy Major
engine provides the power.

Auster Mk III, line up pending delivery at Rearsby aerodrome 1943. (JE)

Auster Mk.III production.
(LCCHS)

THE AMAZING NEW
AUSTER Mk.III SHOWS
OFF TO THE PRESS
“The Auster Mk.III is the eye of
the gunners. It carries no arms,
though soldiers fly it. It is the
Copyright © by the IAC

slowest plane in service, but
that’s part of its defensive
armament. It can take off, land
and live in places where no other
plane could survive. It is the
weapon of the Air Observation
Post Squadrons”.
So wrote the correspondent to the
Picture Post magazine after a recent
visit to Rearsby Aerodrome.
Deliveries commenced during this
year.
The much improved TaylorcraftAuster Mk.III avoids the pilot
sitting boxed beneath the wings,
The Auster Story

Auster Mk III. (IAC)
like in the Mk.I, and enhances the
all-round visibility. The basis for a
successful Air Observation Post for
co-operation with Artillery Units
on the ground is keeping a look out
and listening for hostile aircraft on
the radio.
1943
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New Engines Bring
about the Latest
Aeroplane for the
Army’s Battlefield
Duties
Following on from the highly
successful Mk.III, Taylorcraft
Aeroplanes at the request of the
Air Ministry have further refined
their Air Observation Post for the
Army. The new aeroplane
designated the Model G Mk.IV is
fitted with a revised cabin and an
American Lycoming Engine, of
Taylorcraft Model G- Auster Mk.IV. First flew on 3rd May 1943. (EW)
which the supply is more readily
available. The Mk.IV follows the
traditional Taylorcraft construction
but is significantly developed for its
military purpose.

Auster Mk.IV predecessor-The
Mk.III. (EW)

The Taylorcraft Auster Mk.IV is
the latest aeroplane to enter
production at the Thurmaston

Company’s Syston factory. The
aircraft is designed in the light of
operational experience. Production
commenced during December this
year and follows on from the
previous model, the Mk.III.
Progressive development of the
type continues and further types
can be expected.
1943

The highly successful Taylorcraft Design Office staff from the Woodlands site. Whether it is a new aeroplane, skis,
stretchers, floats, cable laying or message delivery systems, these are the people. (LH)
Page 56
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Auster Mk.V Enters
Production at No 7
Following on from the production
of the highly versatile Model G
Mk.IV, its successor the Model J
Mk.V, entered production for the
A.O.P. squadrons during May at
No.7 Works Syston.

aircraft mass production? Did one
of the planners formerly work in
the motorcar industry and did he
get it right or wrong?
1944

From a Special
Correspondent
A reliable informant from the
Drawing Office informs this
publication of rife rumours about
the ‘goings on’ at Swithland
Reservoir. Apparently the area is a
hive of frenzied activity brought
about by a Mk.V on sea plane
floats!

Auster Mk.V on finals at
Rearsby. (Via MA)
The Model J is the most significant
Taylorcraft development to date.
With the installation of a blindflying
panel
and
other
modifications, the Mk.V can
perform all the roles the military
have come to expect from a light
aeroplane used for Artillery
spotting and liaison flying.
1944.

New Assembly Line Aids
Production
Since July the electrically powered
moving assembly line at No.7 as
enabled four fuselages a day to be
completed. The eventual order is
for 790 aircraft. Is this a first in

J1 production using the moving
assembly line in 1946. (LCCHS)
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Secret Mission
What ever is going on at Swithland
is shrouded in secrecy. But more
rumour has it that a lake in the
depths of the Black Forest is the
intended
destination, for the
Mk.V, so that a passenger can be
picked up and flown back to
England.
1944

Village Water Tank Test
Whatever the truth is about
Swithland
Reservoir,
many
informants to this publication have
reported the presence of a Mk.V
on float, in, or is it on, the Fire
Service static water tank in Rearsby.
It may be that after Ministry trials,
Auster’s with floats will be
despatched to the Far East, as
hostilities in this theatre of war
continue.

Is the first photograph of an Auster
on floats? (Via MA)
The Auster Story

Auster A.O.P. Mk.V. The
Most Significant Model to
date.
The Taylorcraft Auster Mk.V is the
latest of the small aeroplanes
designed by the Leicestershire
Company for the Army. First flown
during May of this year, the Mk.V
is already in service with A.O.P.

It is neither Switerland nor the
water tank. Is it Beaumaris? (MA)

Above: Compulsory short field
performance. (JE)

Below: Collecting the mail

Survival means getting low. (JE)
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Mk.V’s blind flying panel. (MA)

The Lycoming powered Taylorcraft Model J-Auster Mk V. (MA)

Auster Mk.V at Rearsby. (MA)

All round visibility aids the A.O.P. Pilots significantly. (MA)
Casualty Evacuation. (MA)
Squadrons in the North-East
European Campaign.
The Mk.V supersedes the earlier
Mk.IV, and is designed with a full
blind-flying panel that includes
both an artificial horizon and
direction indicator instruments.
In addition to the A.O.P. role, the
Mk.V can evacuate casualties, drop
messages, lay cables, have an
oblique camera, fitted and operate
on skis.
Massive Air Ministry orders are
anticipated for the Mk.V, making it
the most produced Taylorcraft of
the War.
1944
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The Mk.V like its predecessor the Mk.IV needs robustness in the field. (MA)

Chief Draughtsman in
Night Time Adventure
The company Chief Draughtsman
Fred (Nobby) Clarke, from the
Woodlands Drawing Office was
faced with a predicament when
Print Room staff told him that the
The Auster Story

urgent print run of modification
drawings was grinding to a halt due
to a shortage of paper and film.
Not put off by it being a cold
November Saturday night, Nobby
enlisted the assistance of the
youngest staff draughtsman and
ordered him onto the pillion seat of
Copyright © by the IAC
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an Aerial Square Four 1000cc
motorcycle.
The intrepid duo then set off via
Coventry for the Ozalid factory in
Birmingham. Not deterred by the
weather or the three shafts of light
from the shrouded headlight, the
pair made for Warwickshire. After
a perilous trip with Nobby at times
forgetting he carried a pillion
passenger, they made their
destination in one piece.
With the paper and film rolled and
strapped to his young assistant’s
back, Nobby returned to his
Thurmaston office in the small
hours of Sunday. Having first
removed the print paper from his
passenger Nobby then set about
thawing him out and assisting in
separating the youngster from the
motorcycle. He says that they later
“partook” of hot drinks but
perhaps that’s another story in the
line of duty.
1942

The victorious team with manager, trainer and the boss. (GS)

Red Cross Wins
Syston Park was the venue on the
22nd March when the ladies of
No.7 Works played a fund raising
football match in aid of the Red
Cross.

Prototype model J/1 autocrat was granted its Certificate of Airworthiness on
20th November 1945 (Via MA)

The No.7 girls played another
ladies team and beat them 2-1.
Through
supporters
and
sponsorship, the ladies raised the
magnificent sum of £14.
1944

Taylorcraft Re-Enters
Civil Aircraft Markets
FWN Takes To The Air
Again!
G-AFWN, was the registration of
the pre-War Plus ‘D’ prototype.
Copyright © by the IAC

Prototype Taylorcraft-Auster Model J/1 (Via MA)
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J/1 power plant,
the Cirrus Minor 2. (Via MA)
Prototype Taylorcraft-Auster model J/1 at Rearsby. (JE)
These marks are now carried on
the prototype J/1 Autocrat. This is
the new aeroplane from Taylorcraft
designed for the post war civil
aviation market.
Ever mindful to the emerging post
War markets, Taylorcraft have been
designing an aeroplane to fulfil the
needs. This three-seat light
aeroplane draws on all the
experience learnt during the War
from the Company’s range of Air
Observation Post aircraft. The
Autocrat therefore incorporates all
the improvements which are the
outcome of experience gained
during the War years.

1945 Sales Brochure. (JA)
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Engine Test Bed for the
Autocrat
A Taylorcraft-Auster Mk.V is being
used for the engine development of
the Blackburn Cirrus Minor 2 used
in the new Autocrat. This engine
with a period of 600 hours between
overhauls contributes significantly
to the reliability and low
maintenance costs of the Autocrat.
The new civilian Auster is destined
for consideration by flying
enthusiasts and clubs alike. It’s
cheapness (estimated at £825),

robustness, complete simplicity of
handling
and
minimum
maintenance costs put it in a class
where it is quite unrivalled. To
compliment the Autocrat a new
two-seat aeroplane will be
introduced in the near future to
succeed the pre-war Plus C.
1945

First Auster Commuter?
Rearsby to Melton Mowbray is all
of about seven miles, but a lady
member of the Company Sales
Office uses an Auster Autocrat to
fly home.
Working with the Sales team does

The acute J/1storage problem at Rearsby (LCCHS)
The Auster Story
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have its advantages especially when
they are company pilots.
With current production at a peak,
storage of aircraft awaiting
customer delivery has taken place
at R.A.F. Melton Mowbray. So,
when a late-afternoon flight from
Rearsby is arranged to deliver or
pick up an aircraft, a young lady
from the sales office is flown
home. Although Melton is only a
short hop down the road, this
mode of transport home must be
another first for the Auster.
1947

Local Scout Group
Reprimanded by Drawing
Office Chief

Two company ladies Beryl Sharpe and Peggy Edwards await a flight in the
prototype J/1 Autocrat G-AFWN. (JE)

A day off by a young draughtsman
has resulted in a strongly worded
letter to a local Scout Master,
reminding
him
of
his
responsibilities in times of conflict.
As a reminder to all, the letter in
question is reproduced for the
benefit of all readers who may be
of a similar mind to the youngster
from the Woodlands. (Letter SW)
1944

Trainee Gains H.N.C.
Flight Shed and Tool Room
trainee, Gordon Hallam, from
Queniborough has recently been
awarded the Higher National
Certificate
in
Mechanical
Engineering, the first employee to
do so. He receives a £10 gratuity
after many years of study requiring
three evenings a week at Leicester’s
Technical College in the Newarkes,
Gordon’s endeavours have been
rewarded. Gordon now temporarily
leaves the company (on a £10 per
year retainer) to undertake two
years commissioned service in the
R.A.F.
1951
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pre-production aircraft G-AGTY.
The first production aeroplane off
the No.7 line will be registered GAGTO to T.W. Shipside of
Nottingham.
1945

Auster Aircraft Ltd.
Name Change for
Taylorcraft (Aeroplanes)
England Ltd.
Auster Aircraft is the new name of
the Thurmaston based company,
Taylorcraft (Aeroplanes) England
Ltd. This change of name was
effective from March 8th, to dispel
any illusion that the Auster is an
American aeroplane built in
England.
Although the original Plus ‘C’ was
indeed manufactured under licence
from the American Taylorcraft
Aviation Corporation, the design
was completely revised by the
British company, who set up their
own Design and Stress Department
for this purpose.
The current production of J/1
Autocrats has nothing in common
with the Taylorcraft Model B in
production in the U.S.A. and now
the name no longer remains the
same.
1946

First Freight Charter Flight

Autocrat Attends the
Showcase of British
Aviation
Autocrat G-AGTY attended the
(S.B.A.C) Society of British Aircraft
Constructors’ Air Show on
February 10th.
the British Isles since the ban on
private flying was lifted on January
1st1946.
1946

Held at Handley Page’s aerodrome
at Radlett, the show was organised
to display the latest British aircraft
to delegates of the United Nations
Organisation.

Hand Built Workmanship
Leads to Production
Excellence

The Show was the nearest yet to a
really civil display since the War.
1946

The new Model J /1 prototype has
been hand made in the company
Experimental Works. No strangers
to this type of work, the staff of
No. 9 Works in Brook Street
Syston, have not only built GAFWN the prototype, but the first

J/1 G-AFWN was used for the
first charter flight to carry freight in

Auster Mk.6. (LL)
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Worthy Successor to
Wartime A.O.P.

‘Eyes of the Army’. Austers have
been adopted by the Canadian,
Dutch, Belgian and Greek Armies.

New Features in Rearsby’s
Latest A.O.P.

The Mk.6 is therefore a logical and
progressive step forward.
1946

The new Mk.6 has many new
features making it ideal for Amy
use. It has been developed from
predecessors with many years of
action in hostile climates and
theatres of War.

Flying Club Member Joins
R.A.F.V.R.

Incorporated in the Mk.6 are
aerofoil trailing edge flaps, an
airscrew of larger diameter and
lengthened undercarriage.

After years spent in the R.A.F.
Company fitter and pilot, Les
Leetham became the first to sign
up for the post war Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserve at
Desford Aerodrome, Leicestershire
(the first was in 1939).

A slight re-design of the wing,
mainly to accommodate increased
size fuel tanks, as also taken place.
1945

Not only was Les the first to enrol
but he did it in style arriving by air
in the Auster Flying Clubs J/2
Arrow.

A.O.P. Mk. 6 Takes to the
Air.
This latest variant of the Auster is a
heavier, more-powerful version of
the famous War-time Air
Observation Post aircraft.

The ‘gentlemen of the press’ who
attended
were
delighted..
Unfortunately and despite the
publicity, Les was charged the
going rate for the use of the Club
aeroplane!
1947

Powered by a 142 hp. de-Havilland
Gipsy Major VII engine, the Model
‘K’ Mk.6 first flew on May 1st this
year.
1945

Auster at London Airport. (MA)

Auster’s Collect V.I.P.’s
from London Airport Car
Park
Recently, visitors arriving at
London Airport, destined for
Rearsby, were picked up by two
Company aircraft from the airport.
Nothing unusual in this, except the
pick up was from the car park.
Having flown to London via
Croydon the Auster’s, a J/1 and a
J/2, were ushered away from the
‘big boys’, allegedly for safety

Experience Counts
Auster A.O.P. aeroplanes, initially
from the company’s Thurmaston
and Syston Works, and, more
recently, from Rearsby Aerodrome,
have been used exclusively by the
British Army throughout the War
for artillery observation, liaison and
reconnaissance duties on all War
fronts. This service has resulted in
the Auster being known as the
Copyright © by the IAC

Auster A2/45 2nd Prototype August 1949 (Via MA)
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reasons, and parked in a car park to
await the visitors. On their arrival,
their first impression of the Auster
taxi was most favourable.
1948

A Sheepish Tale
The relocation of the Experimental
Department from Syston to the
aerodrome at Rearsby, has taken
place despite the hanger not being
completed.
During the recent cold spell, canvas
coverings have been installed,
whilst waiting for the doors. Bill
Weston’s lads are made of stern
stuff and the work on the A2/45
stress rigs continues.
The mystery of how, one frosty
morning, a sheep came to be found
dead in one of the rigs still remains
unsolved. Rumour has it the death
was resultant of hypothermia.
1946

A2/45 in a Flap
The first solo flight in the A2/45
for a company pilot taught him an
essential skill in landing the aircraft.
Never land with full flap because it
will ‘drop like a brick’ at ‘the speed
of a bullet!’
Having undergone such a landing
one might think that the damage
would be considerable but not in
the A2/45. The lesson learnt was
that
the
undercarriage’s
compression will stand up to
considerable punishment
1948

Low Flying Test to Prove
Bungee Modification
Low flying and aerobatics, followed
by rolling the wheels of the Mk.III
over a water tower, was Pilot Geoff
Edwards, way of proving bungee
Page 64

The A2/45 in the New Experimental Hanger No 4 Works At Rearsby. (
Via MA)

cord modifications, to the designer.
The flight followed by a very, very
short landing at Rearsby not only
proved the modification but later
gained M.A.P. approval.
The condition of the designer is
said to be improving.
1943

The Flying Squad
The Metropolitan Police were
amongst
other
interested
organisations
who
attended
Rearsby Aerodrome on Wednesday
May 16th to watch flying
demonstrations of an Auster fitted
with loudspeakers.
First shown to the Police during
1949, this recent display was to
show how crowd control
broadcasts can effectively be made
from the air. This feature is seen as
being particularly useful at football
matches.
1951

Under London’s fifteen
Bridges
On May 5th a J/1 Autocrat (GAGYD) of the Herts. and Essex
Aero Club, and without the Club’s
knowledge, flew under fifteen of
London’s Bridges.
The Auster Story

At low tide the pilot, nicknamed
‘The Mad Major’, with his
passenger,
a
freelance
photographer, flew under the
bridges starting with Waterloo and
finishing at Kew.
Following suspension of his
licence, first obtained in 1913, the
pilot appeared before Magistrates
and, after a stern warning as to his
future conduct, was Conditionally
Discharged with10 guineas costs.
1953

Auster Exports Going
Strong
The Secretary of Overseas Trade
recently stated that, from August
1945 to March 1946, aircraft to the
value of some £130,000 were
recorded as exported to the
Dominions, whilst aircraft to the
value of £360,000 were exported to
foreign countries. No less than
34% of the numbers were Auster’s.
1946

Flying Club Event
Members of the Auster Flying Club
are to hold this year’s annual rally
and display on June 14th and hope
it will be the best and biggest yet.
1952
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became a regular feature. By May
the Monsoon weather had made
the forward airstrips unusable, even
to Austers but by the August, the
last of 656 Flight’s aeroplanes had
left the Imphal Valley.
G-AERO Flown by Aeroplane
Magazine

By mid-November the squadron
was in action over a 320 mile wide
front, supporting every division of
the 14th and 15th Corps. At the
end of May, 656 had flown 6,712
sorties during 5,708 flying hours
and spotted for 2,870 artillery
‘shoots.’ A record to be proud of.
1946

An early ‘Air Show Day’ at Rearsby Aerodrome Sunday 21st July 1946
(LL)

Auster (A.O.P.) Squadrons
Proud Record
Number 656 (A.O.P.) Squadron,
now operating in Java, holds the
distinction of being the only unit of
its type to operate east of Calcutta.
The Squadron, formed at Bury St.
Edmunds at the end of 1942,
started operations with the 14th
Army in the 1944 drive south
through Burma. When the 14th
Brigade was surrounded east of the
Kalapanzin the Auster’s of 656,
despite only being disembarked a
few days earlier, were the Brigade’s
only link with Corps H.Q. The 656
flew daily trips, taking in medical
supplies and orders.

from the Island of Akyab to prove
the story that the Japanese had fled,
so saving the island from
bombardment.
In April 1944, the Squadron
inaugurated night observation
flights with such success that, in
spite of the many difficulties, they

MkIII Burma Auster. (MEP)

The many and varied tasks the
pilots of the Squadron have been
called upon to perform, besides
reconnoitring and spotting for the
guns, are message dropping,
casualty
evacuation
and
communications duties.
At one time, they were called upon
to forcibly collect a native headman
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Auster G-AGTO, first production Autocrat. (Via MA)
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Farewell and Welcome
Mr. Geoffrey Edwards, who has
been the Chief Test Pilot for the
past five years, has taken up a
commercial position with Messrs.
Valves Ltd.
His replacement Mr. G. N. Snarey
A.F.C. (George to all the test pilots
who know him) who comes to
Auster Aircraft with a life-long
experience in test flying, having
flown over 4,000 hours, 2,000 as a
test pilot.
1946

County Made Autocrats
Grow
The first production Auster
Autocrat is to be based at a newly
constructed airstrip close to the
owner’s home at Blidworth.
G-AGTO, Construction Number
1822, was delivered to its owner
during October.
1945

Personal at Sea
One of the first aircraft to carry a
personalised registration G-AERO,
flown by the ‘Aeroplane’ Magazine
made the first civil carrier landing
during October in the English
Channel.
1946

Another Film Favourite
Group Captain Cheshire V.C.
recently took delivery, on behalf of
Gaumont British News, of
Autocrat G-AHSH.
The aircraft will be used to
transport news camera men
speedily to the scene of a
developing news story, and for the
swift transportation of news reels
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G-AERO flown by Aeroplane
Magazine (Via MA)
for developing and subsequent
distribution to the cinemas.

Welding Frame on Production Line.

The General Manager of Gaumont
British News in a complimentary
letter said, “I had the opportunity
of seeing your Auster Autocrat GAHSH yesterday and I am writing
immediately to compliment you on
the really beautiful job you have
turned out for us.”
Fabric Covering the Autocrat1.

Neat Little Aeroplane
The Auster J/1 Autocrat is well
under production at the company
premises at Syston and Rearsby.
The J/1 is appearing in everincreasing numbers predominantly
for overseas markets. Altogether
the J/1 will be seen flying for many
years to come.

Mk.7 to Compliment the
A.O.P. Mk.6

Assembly Line in No.7 Works.

The dual control, side by side Mk.7
is an ab initio and advanced trainer
in specialised roles for future
A.O.P. Mk.6 pilots.
Deliveries to the R.A.F commence
next year.
1949

Pilot’s Watch
For his services to Count
Bonmartini in test flying and
demonstrating his caterpillar
undercarriage, the company pilot
The Auster Story

Moving Production Line. (All
above LCCHS)
has been presented with a souvenir
wrist watch. Time keeping is now
expected to become this pilot’s best
attribute
1951
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Bonmartini undercarriage. (EW)

Auster’s Pilot Antarctic
Expedition Ship
How do explorers find a way
through pack ice?
Answer. Send two Auster Mk.6
aeroplanes.
A special R.A.F. unit of five
personnel, accompanying the
British-Scandinavian
Antarctic
expedition rendered invaluable
service to the Captain of the M.V.
Norsel. Their Austers guided his
ship with ease and speed, to
suitable berthing / landing areas.
The two Austers, equipped with
floats
and
ski-cum-wheel
assemblies carried out numerous
roles in support of the expedition.
The principal duty of the Austers
was to undertake reconnaissance
and survey flights on behalf of the
expedition.

A.O.P. Mk.6 during float trials at
Cowes, Isle of Wight. 1947. (MA)
Copyright © by the IAC

Auster makers’ line up for a ‘Photo Call’ in Syston Park behind their factory.
(JW)
The R.A.F. unit is expected to
return to the United Kingdom on
or about March 25th.
1950

Trainer Development of
A.O.P. Mk.6
After it’s first flight earlier this year
and successful trials, the Auster

Mk.7 will enter service as a military
trainer.
1948

A New Two Seat Saloon
‘Car’ Of the Air
Model J/2 Arrow is the latest small
aeroplane from that prolific
manufacturer of light aircraft now

Production Auster Model Mk.7. (Via MEP)
The Auster Story
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named Auster Aircraft. Powered by
an imported 75hp American
Continental engine, the Arrow is
intended to carry on where the preWar Plus ‘C’ left off. The first
aircraft was shown publicly when,
in a smart two-tone blue colour
scheme, it appeared at the S.B.A.C.
Show at Radlett Aerodrome. The
‘Arrow’ is said to be extremely easy
to fly and anyone capable of
exercising normal judgement can
go solo after a few hours tuition.
The Auster ‘Arrow’ is stated by its
makers to be an aeroplane that,
despite its modern saloon car
comfort and economy, is not
designed solely for pleasure flying.
Its intended use includes business
flying whereby executives can
travel long distances at speeds far
in excess of safe road speeds, but
as economically as in a motor car.
Other uses the ‘Arrow’ can
economically be put to are flying
club training and agricultural crop
inspection and spraying role.
1946

J/2 Instrument Panel (Via MA)

Testing the Atom Fails
Auster Aircraft have unsuccessfully
attempted to introduce a lowpowered, cheaper version of the
Model J/2. Following the
construction of a prototype the
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The two-seat Auster J/2 ‘Arrow’ incorporates all the successful features of the
military Auster’s mass produced and successfully tested during the rigours of
Wartime conditions (via MA)

Drawing Office Relocated

Auster Atom J/3 (Via MA)

Pending the construction of the
new Drawing Office at Rearsby
Aerodrome, all staff has been
temporally relocated to the former
Air Transport Auxiliary airfield at
Ratcliffe on the Wreake.
Auster personnel are no strangers
to this temporary home, for it is
from this airfield, in 1939, that the
first company aeroplanes were
flown.

Auster Model J/4 (JL)
model, the J/3 Atom, is now
discontinued. However in order to
overcome the import restrictions
on American engines, the feasibility
of installing a Blackburn Cirrus
engine in the J/2 airframe is being
explored. The model is to be
known as the J/4.
The Auster Model J/4 is seen as
the successor to the pre-war Model
‘D’. Fitted with a 90 hp Cirrus
Minor 1 engine, it could overcome
import regulations.
1946
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The move from the Woodlands
will not affect current transport
arrangements as the ‘Works Bus’
will now travel, each morning and
evening, to Rearsby Aerodrome via
Ratcliffe. Until such a time when
the new accommodation at Rearsby
is ready, the Drawing Office staff
will make do with Ratcliff’s former
parachute hanger and other unused
buildings.
1947
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Urgent Supplies
Parachuted To Drawing
Office
Early snow resulted in the Ratcliffe
Drawing Office being cut-off from
civilisation for several days this
winter. “Nothing unusual in this”,
you may say. The Drawing Office
is always head in the clouds
anyway, but on this occasion, it was
serious snow clouds.
Heavy morning snow had resulted
in frantic afternoon telephone calls
as to “what time the bus would be
arriving”. Much to the alarm and
disappointment of the staff, they
were told that the bus was stuck in
snow on the A46 Six Hills road
which was impassable.
Never daunted, or so it’s said, the
staff bedded down for the night in
their office. The following day,
whilst snow ploughs made
unsuccessful attempts to reach
them, a parachute drop of hot food
and drinks was arranged.
It was several days before the snow
ploughs cleared the road and were
able to reach the stranded Drawing
Office staff. This was only when
they had dug their way to the main
road!
1947

New Drawing Office
Suffers Overnight Damage
If snow wasn’t enough at their
temporary office, having just
moved to their newly-built
accommodation at Rearsby, winter
again stuck the Design Office staff
with serious consequences for the
company.

Damage to both Aeroplanes and Drawing Office. (Via MA)
A total of seventy aircraft were
either destroyed or damaged. Two
aircraft previously picketed on the
airfield were blown onto the new
Drawing Office roof and one, the
two-seat ‘Sharp Special’ G-AGPS,
made it upside down into the
Gaddesby Lane. The wind was
reported as being so strong that not
only did it blow over aircraft
picketed down in the usual manner,
but some that were secured with
five gallon drums filled with
concrete, sunk into the ground,
were also blown over and the
drums were still attached when the
aircraft came to rest.
One draughtsman actually found
the nose of an aircraft resting on
what remained of his drawing
board, and it was he that had spent
time previously looking at mooring
and picketing methods! Although,
in his defence, he was later heard to
say “the odd wing or two had
broken but, in the main, the aircraft
had been lifted up complete with
the concrete blocks”
1947

Auster’s Four Seat
Aeroplane
First flown during August this year
the prototype G-AJYK made its
debut at the S.B.A.C Show
Farnborough.
As the name implies the Autocar is
intended to serve as a ‘car’ of the
air.
Priced at £1,500 it costs the same
as a typical sports saloon of similar
power and capacity.
The need for a four seat tourer to
complement the success of the
post-war J/1 three seater Autocrat
and the two seat J/2 Arrow has led
to the all new J5/B Auster Autocar.
1949

Overnight March 16th/17th, gales
and snow wreaked havoc at
Rearsby Aerodrome.
Copyright © by the IAC
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Autocar Predecessor Not
Pursued

Auster Model P Avis. (JL)

Prototype Auster Autocar J/5B G-AJYK. (EW)

Following the Model ‘P’ Avis
which appeared at the S.B.A.C.
Show two years ago, it is now
superseded by the all-new Autocar.
1949

Reduce Depreciation
Costs
Regular maintenance, Certificate of
Airworthiness, top overhauls and
even recovering, is all part of the
service offered by Auster Aircraft
Ltd. to its world- wide customers.
The Company Service Department
offers the most comprehensive
maintenance and repair service, all
of which keeps an aeroplane in
manufacturer’s condition and
maintains its value.

Auster J/5B Autocar G-AJYV. (EW)

New Engines for Autocars

For an average Certificate of
Airworthiness, all the necessary
work can be completed in about
ten days.

Development of the Auster
Autocar continues with the
installation of alternative engines.
The J/5G Autocar is fitted with a
Blackburn Cirrus Major engine and
has found a popular market with
overseas customers particularly for
agricultural work.
1951
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More and more owners, particularly
those from the Continent, are
taking full advantage of these
facilities, all of which are offered at
competitive rates.

Autocar Spraying. (EW)
The Auster Story

Complete
overhauls,
less
recovering, take approximately
fourteen to sixteen days. Overhauls
necessitating recovering and doping
can be ready within twenty one
days.
Copyright © by the IAC
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For more information contact the
Auster Service Dept. on Rearsby
321 Ext.6.

Ex-WD and Still Going
Strong
Many Auster Mk.1 aircraft declared
redundant by the military at the end
of hostilities have been sold to
flying clubs, individuals and the
original
maker
Taylorcraft
Aeroplanes (England) Ltd.
The aircraft now designated the
Plus Model ‘D’ are being restored,
after refurbishment, to the Civil
Register.
1946

Safety First
The system of inspection checks
and double checks carried out on
the production line is second to
none in the aircraft industry.
As a reminder to all employees, any
nut, bolt or screw that falls to the
floor must be discarded in the bins
provided outside.

A.O.P. Mk.6 Equipped with Loud Speakers. (Via MA)
Flying from every airfield and
advance airstrip in Malaya, the
aircraft has covered the jungle areas
in every one of the nine states of
the Federation of Malaya. The
messages are recorded on tape in
Mandarin, Cantonese, Hobbien,
Hakka and Malay.
The results of these broadcasts
have been very successful with
regard to the number of terrorists
who have surrendered.
1953

A Fishy Story
Austers are being used to spot for
salmon off the coast of Australia.

On no account must these items be
reused on aircraft, due to the
possibility of thread contamination
by grit etc. being a real safety issue.
Circa 1941 Onwards

In a recent trip an Auster from
Brusselton, Western Australia
spotted and shadowed a school of
salmon estimated to weigh over
1,000 tons.
1952

The Malayan
Psychological War

First in Town

Further news of the aerial
broadcasting carried out against the
terrorists in Malaya is now
available.
Using an Auster Mk.6 aircraft,
equipped with powerful loud
speakers, a pilot of R.A.F. 267
Squadron has completed 350 hours
of broadcasting. The terrorists are
being hailed with pre-recorded
‘surrender appeals’.
Copyright © by the IAC

A Taylorcraft aeroplane from
America is on display in the Mann
Eggerton Car Showroom in
London Road, Leicester.
1936

role have been rejected in favour of
the Saunders-Roe Skeeter design.
The radical Auster proposals of
stainless steel and glass fibre rotor
blades, incorporating ram jets to a
company design, have proved too
costly to manufacture
and
operate.
Despite the services of two experts,
formerly with the Bristol Aeroplane
Company, all attempts have
unfortunately succumbed to a more
conventional design to fulfil the
Army’s requirements.
1955

Autocars for West Africa
Following successful trials with an
Auster ‘Aiglet’ in desert areas of
Kenya on locust control. Four
J/5G Autocars have been
purchased by the United Nations
Food and Agricultural Organisation
in an international effort to combat
the locust menace.
The usual four-seat Autocar is now
a single seater, as the insecticide
tank installation occupies the cabin

A.O.P. Helicopter Project
Abandoned
Recent attempts to meet the Air
Ministry requirements for a two
seat light helicopter for the A.O.P.
The Auster Story
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space.
Two levers in the cockpit control
the spraying equipment. One
releases a brake on the three bladed
windmill which allows it to rotate
in the slipstream thereby driving
the pump unit. The other, opens a
cock governing the flow of fluid
from the pump to the spay jets.

Auster Mk.7 WE600 Antartic. (JL)
Autocar Pump, Spray Bar And 70
Gallon Tank Installation. ( Via
MA)
1952

Auster Found Way for
M.V.Theron
An R.A.F. pilot, who flew Auster
aircraft in the recent TransAntarctic Expedition, flew into
Rearsby on 26th April to tell his
account of how an expedition
Auster found a way through pack
ice in which the ship M.V. Theron
was stuck.
Squadron Leader John Lewis, a
native of Kenilworth, accompanied
by Flight Sergeant Weston,
described how well the Auster had
performed in such arduous
conditions.
The Auster is no newcomer to the
frigid regions of Antarctica.
A.O.P. Mk.6’s were active when
Squadron Leader Lewis first served
in the region with the Falkland
Islands Dependencies Survey
Expedition of 1949/50.
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However for this latest expedition,
two Mk.7 aircraft were extensively
adapted at Rearsby with features
for float and ski operations.
(Wheels were only fitted for U.K.
testing). In addition to a special
compression undercarriage, an
A.D.F. aerial dome, discharge
wicks, and accurate navigation aids,
necessary for such extreme
conditions, were all fitted.
1956

50, 000 and Still Counting
The 656 A.O.P. Squadron, with its
Auster Mk.6 aircraft, has just
completed 50,000 sorties in Malaya.
The Squadron is the only remaining
unit that was in Malaya before the
start, in June 1948, of the present
emergency.
Lt. Sellers of 656 is also a record
holder he has amassed 1,550 hours
as an A.O.P. pilot flying single
engined aeroplanes.
1952
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Auster Helicopter
Unveiled
Following on from the reported
abandonment of the Helicopter
Project Model B9, this publication
can
now
show
exclusive
photographs of the, until now,
secret project.
The two-seat, light ram jet design
was to specification HR 144 T, and
intended to explore the Army’s
proposed role for a battlefield
helicopter which would be
inexpensive and easily transported.
Despite the best efforts of the
dedicated design team, the project
is now abandoned.
Unfortunately, the prototype
contract for such a helicopter has
gone to the Fairey Ultra Light
design. Only time will tell if their
prototypes will eventually reach
production. For the time being the
Auster design will make its first
‘flight’ when it is raised into a
hanger roof!
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The despondent Helicopter Team.
(GW)

Side view Auster model B9 Helicopter project to Specification HR 144 T.
(EW)

“Pigs Might Fly”. (Via MA)

Rear view Auster model B9 Helicopter project to Specification HR 144 T.
(EW)
for storage until such a time when
a decision as to its fate can be made
and the invaluable new technical
information gained, assessed for
future projects.
1955

(Watch this space for more
information on this radical
design)

Copyright © by the IAC

Flying Farmers
Ownership of Austers by the
farming community is becoming
more and more popular.
Farmers are learning that having an
Auster is not only a most
convenient mode of transport, but
having one on their own private
airstrip greatly reduces the running
costs.
The Auster Story

Rustic hangar. (Via MA)
A “rustic hanger”, similar to the
one shown above, is relatively
cheap to make providing there is an
ample supply of straw bales,
corrugated roofing, strong wire
netting, timber and, of course a
tarpaulin to provide “full frontal”
protection.
1946 Onwards
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A Model of Success
Drawings and detailed sketches
have recently been supplied, by
request, to a model manufacturer
for consideration in making a
plastic self assembly model of an
Auster aeroplane.
Details have been provided on the
A.O.P. Mk.6 together with wheel,
float and ski assemblies.
It is hoped that the model
company concerned, ‘Airfix’ will
have sufficient information to
produce a realistic 1:72 scale model
in the future
1949

Ancient Mariners Given a
Surprise
Recent trials were conducted at the
Beaumaris works of Saunders Roe
Ltd. on the float equipped Mk.5
aircraft, “Old Salts” of the host
company, who assisted in fitting
the floats, were surprised when a
greasy-overhauled
Auster-fitter
jumped in the water-borne, orange
-painted aircraft and undertook the
test flight.

Fray Bentos Award for
Canteen Manager
The aerodrome’s Canteen Manager
has become famous for his skills in
slicing corned beef and, therefore,
winning the award for the number
of mouths that can be fed from
one tin.
Irrespective of what Tool Room
precision instrument he uses, each
slice, that he uniformly cuts,
manages to melt away before
vegetables can be added to a warm
plate.
1946 at least and onwards
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“Well so”, you might think, but
when the volunteer repair crew
Hoisted the aircraft onto trestles, it
fell off and sustained further
damage!. Needless to say, the
volunteers were relieved of their
job and replaced with another
repair team.
1946

Rescue Mission
A Mk.5 aircraft is in the course of
being prepared for duties in the

Auster Mk.5 (Mk.V TW 476).
(Via MA)

Airfix Model of A.O.P Mk.6.
(Via MA)

graciously ‘volunteered’ to repair
the aircraft in their own time. They
had skills enough to undertake the
task!

Antarctic, where an expedition is
being mounted to secure the rescue
of scientists marooned on
Stonington Island since 1947.
Once test flying is completed, the
Mk.5 (Ex Mk.V TW 476) will set
sail for its destination aboard the
supply ship M.V. John Briscoe.
1949

Spot the Mistake
The annual flying display ‘spot
landing’ competition was this year
won by members of the company
flying club.
Not only did the winning crew
clear the ‘spot rope’ and land in the
shortest possible distance, they also
managed to “retract” the Auster’s
undercarriage!
So as to avoid the wrath of
management, club members
The Auster Story

Things Go Wobbly At
Farnborough
A display of taxi-ing sideways to
the Farnborough crowd went
slightly askew when the self aligning Autocrat, “wobbly wheels”
was inadvertently marshalled into
static access steps and trestles. The
resultant downpour of wooden
debris is reported to have lasted for
a good ten minutes but none from
the aircrafts propeller, (it was all
metal).
Reorganisation of the crowd line
prevented the possibility of the
incident recurring.
1949

B4 Takes a Different Shape
From drawing board to reality,
that’s what No.4 Experimental
Department is all about.
Arthur Pickett’s team has been
busy over recent months building
the new Model B4 prototype. This
all-new aeroplane is a “pygmy
pantechnicon” intended for the
military role of ambulance and
freighter.
It provides 110 cubic feet of usable
space accessed by a large rearloading door.
Copyright © by the IAC

Yesterdays’ News
Recent investigatory visits by
design staff to the U.S.A
substantiated their views that
ramjets are more practicable than
pulsejets.
A reliable twin-engine, light
helicopter with a simple welded
steel fuselage, a Perspex ‘bubble’
incorporating two Mk.9 seats on a
honeycomb floor, together with
other proven Auster components,

Prototype Auster model B4 nearing completion in the Experimental Dept.
(EW)

The prototype Auster
Model B4 nearing
completion.
The B4 is the world’s most versatile
light aircraft and, with its 180 hp
Blackburn Bombardier engine and
other interchangeable components
will compliment the next Auster
A.O.P. off the drawing board, the

B5 Mk 9.

Secrets of the B9
Disclosed
The model B9, it can now be
revealed, is a small helicopter with
two Auster-designed ramjets that
follows the Auster tradition of
simplicity and safety.

Twin Ramjet reliability. (RN)
all blend for a reliable helicopter
for the Army.
The B9’s unique steel and fibreglass
blades enable the ramjets to run at
a Mach number that not only
secures efficiency, but allows the
B9 to exceed specification

Secrets of the Auster Helicopter. (RN)
Copyright © by the IAC
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The abandoned test rig. (GH)
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requirements. So that the B9 can be
approached with the rotor turning
slowly, the tip height is maintained
at 8 feet.
All the current problems associated
with existing helicopters have been
explored during the B9 project,
particularly those of dynamics and
rotor design. The B9 addresses
those areas and, by balancing the
dynamic and aerodynamic forces
against each other, large second
order harmonic vibrations, such as
in-plane rotor vibration, are
alleviated.
The B9 not only meets
specification HR-144-T, it exceeds
it. Unfortunately, such a step
forward must remain in the future.

More Power for the
Autocrat
Many owners of Auster J/1
Autocrat aeroplanes will be
interested
in
news
that
Modification 2782 is for the
installation of the 130 hp Gipsy
Major 1 engine in lieu of the
standard 100 hp Cirrus Minor 2.
A much livelier all-round
performance results in shorter take
-offs and a faster rate of climb. The
aircraft, designated the J/1N is
ideal for operators engaged in
training and joy-riding. The flying
qualities of the modified Autocrat
are greatly improved with the
replacement of the normal J/1 type
vertical tail surfaces by a fin and
rudder of larger areas. The rudder
incorporates an aerodynamic horn
balance and gives better directional
stability and control. The overall
life of the Gipsy is at present 1,500
hours compared with 600 and 800
hours, on the Cirrus 2 and 2A
respectively.
1950
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Auster Autocrat conversion J/1N Alpha. (Via MA)

Aiglet Trainer Enters
Military Service
The first Aiglet Trainer to enter
military service was inaugurated
recently by way of an aerobatic
display at Mauripaur Aerodrome,
Pakistan.
Being the first of seventeen aircraft
to be delivered to the Royal
Pakistan Air Force the display, by
Ranald Porteous, was to senior air
force and army A.O.P. officers.
1952

R.P.A.F. J/5F Aiglet Trainer
flown by ‘Rearsby Pilots’ Ranald
Porteous and Trevor Howard. (Via
MA)

J/1 Autocrat conversion to J/1N Alpha configuration For Newcastle Aero
Club. (Via MA)
The Auster Story
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for them. I am one of those who
believe there will be a big demand
by R.A.F. boys and thousands of
others whom the War has made air
minded”.

Demonstrations to Egypt
Very cold and windy conditions
greeted two visitors to Rearsby
from the Royal Egyptian Air Force
for demonstrations of a number of
Auster types by Auster Aircraft’s
Sales Director, Ranald Porteous.
1952

New Lease of Life for Tired
Lycomings
Many owners of former wartime
military Auster Mk.IV & V aircraft
(now civilian Mk. 4 & 5’s) are
experiencing
difficulties
in
obtaining engine spare parts due to
their availability being from the
U.S. dollar area only.
As a result of the availability of the
Gipsy Major 1 engine, Auster
Aircraft Ltd. has evolved a
modification that introduces a new
Auster type, the Mk.5D.
The modification number 1905
replaces Lycoming with Gipsy
Major engines, and includes
everything-needed
for
the
conversion, except the engine itself.
Included in the modification kit are
drawings, technical instruction
leaflets, cowlings, engine mounts;
indeed everything forward of the
bulkhead including exhaust stubs,
carburettor heater pipes and a new
throttle control unit.

The Mk.5 Instrument Panel Is
Now Changed By A New Type Of
Throttle Control Unit (Via MA).
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The Prototype Auster Mk.5D.
(Via MA
To meet directional stability
requirements, a new increased area
fin and rudder are included with
the modification.
Modification No. 1905 is primarily
intended for local conversion.
However, any owner can have the
modification
completed
on
application to the Service
Department
at
Rearsby
Aerodrome.
The prototype Mk.5D has already
flown at Rearsby and the results
prove it to be yet another excellent
Auster.
1950

‘Runabouts’ of the Air in 2
Years
Runabout planes costing only £150
should be available two years after
the end of War, Lord Brabazon
told a Daily Mail Reporter last
night.
This was the answer of Britain’s
first-licensed pilot to one of the
many questions raised since he
prophesied, in the House of Lords
on Wednesday: that “the private
man would have his little runabout
aeroplane one day costing not more
than £150”. “For that figure I have
in mind a single-seater monoplane
of orthodox design, not a
helicopter, with a 35 hp motor”
said Lord Brabazon. “How soon
planes of this type will be on sale
for £150 depends on the demand
The Auster Story

Mr. A.L. Wykes, Managing
Director of the Company making
tiny Taylorcraft Auster’s for use by
the Army as flying observation
posts, said “We hope to be able to
turn out single-seaters for £250
within two or three years, but an
output of 10,000 a year would be
needed to justify the manufacture
of a single seater for £150”.
“The higher the price the more
limited is the market. If say, there
are 5,000 people willing to buy an
aeroplane for £400, there would be
only 2,000 customers for a £500
model and only 1,000 for a £600
job”.
1943

Autocars Given a Lift
A novel method of delivering two
new J/5G Autocars took place
recently at Rearsby.
The Autocars, destined for French
Indo-China, were collected by a
French owned Bristol Freighter
and flown to Hanoi.
Both aircraft have been purchased
by a French firm for mail carrying,
four seat passenger work and
ambulance duties.
1954

It’s Homing Time Again
The last Saturday in May will see
the seventh annual RagosineAuster
Homing
Trophy
Competition
at
Rearsby
Aerodrome. The Auster Flying
Club invites all Auster pilots to
attend and take part (in their Auster
Aeroplanes of course).
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Wartime Taylorcraft- Auster Mk.1
LB367. (Via MA)
and even a Vampire, to the post.

Auster Autocar Given A Ride In A Bristol Freighter. (Via MA)
A magnificent silver bowl is the
prize for the winner to retain for
one year and a silver replica
keepsake. It should be noted that
the competition is not a race, it is
an exercise in navigation and
observations round a 100-120 mile
course starting and finishing at
Rearsby.
Last year’s winner, Gus Morris, and
his passenger Doug Gamble both
from Auster Aircraft, also won the
Cirrus Trophy, again up for grabs
this year, for the best performance
in a Cirrus-powered aircraft. The

pilot taking the longest time to
complete the course last year
received a surprise prize. He was
presented at the event dinner, with
a car heater for having taken 2
hours 19 minutes to complete the
course.
Entry forms are available from the
Competitions Secretary, Auster
Flying Club Ltd., Rearsby
Aerodrome.
1954

KING’S CUP Win
This years King’s Cup Air Race,
held on Saturday July 12th at
Newcastle - upon - Tyne Airport,
was won by Taylorcraft Plus ’D’
G-AHGZ.

A crowd of 30,000 later saw Field
Marshall Lord Montgomery of
Alamein, present the winner with
the King’s Cup in climax to what as
been described as the best yet
National Air Race series.
1952

J/1 X 3 = 1,705
The three J/1 Autocrats of the
Southend municipal Flying School
flew 1,705 hours this year.
1951

Auster’s On High
R.A.F. Auster A.O.P. Mk.6 aircraft
are now operating against “Shifta”
terrorists in Eritrea.
The Auster’s are flown on
reconnaissance flights from Asmara
airfield some 7,600 feet above sea
level and are deployed in
conjunction with ground forces to
ensure security in the region.
1951

Flown by Cyril Gregory, the exwartime Taylorcraft averaged a
speed of 113.5 m.p.h. to beat
Gemini’s, Procter’s, Tiger Moth’s

“Crossing the Line”. (Via MA)
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A Mk.6 on Departure from
Asmara. (Via MA)
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are three of the new machines
awaiting collection from Rearsby
Aerodrome. All have the leaf spring
tail wheel attachment which is now
a standard feature on all aircraft.

Bottoms Up
There is always an exception to any
rule. To prove it, Ranald Porteous,
Auster’s
Sales
Director,
demonstrated to the press the
clipped wing Aiglet Trainer with a
Gipsy Major engine, doing
manoeuvres that Auster’s are not
supposed to do.
This new semi-aerobatic Auster
with its crisp handling will no
doubt win over those customers
looking for an economical trainer
to use in civil and military flying
schools.
The new Aiglet will be shown at
this year’s S.B.A.C. display at
Farnborough and our special
correspondent says that Ranald
Porteous’s routine is one not to be
missed. After watching the
company pilot practice his display

Prototype model J/5F Aiglet
Trainer, G-AMKF. (EW)
routine, Managing Director, Frank
Bates asked him on landing, “was
that intentional?”
1951

A.O.P. Mk.6 Now In
Extended Production
The Auster A.O.P. Mk 6 is now in
extended production at the maker’s
Rearsby factory.

The A.O.P. Mk.6 has been in
Korea since July 1951 serving with
1903 Independent Air Observation
Post Flight. The 1913 Light Liaison
Flight joined 1903 in December
that same year.
1952

Fancy A Flutter?
The experimental J/ 5E Autocar is
going to the races. This aircraft is
to be the mount of our test pilot in
the forthcoming Daily Express Air
Race.
1950

Photographed (on Following Page)

Auster Autocar and Aiglet Trainer production in No. 6 works Rearsby. (EW)
Copyright © by the IAC
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Auster J/5E Racer. (JL))

Model S Abandoned in
Favour of Entirely New
Design
Further development of the
Bombardier-powered Model S is to
cease. An entirely new A.O.P.
design is to supersede the Model S.
1952
Auster Mk.6 Aircraft Awaiting Collection from Rearsby. (EW)

Eighteen New Records
over Easter Week End
Eighteen speed records in a week
end was the record breaking
achievement recently performed by
an all yellow Auster J/5F Aiglet
Trainer, G-AMOS.
Taking off from Elstree on Good
Friday in the Aiglet Trainer named
‘Lady Leige’, the owner-pilot, Tom
Hayward, had by Easter Monday
set eighteen new light aeroplane
records.

The Bombardier Powered Model S Abandoned in Favour of an Entirely New
Design. (JL)
Flying return to:

The Aiglet Trainer’s Cockpit With
It‘s Decca Navigator And Murphy
Radio. (Via MA)
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•

London / Paris,

•

London / Brussels,

•

London / Luxembourg

•

London / Dublin

•

London / Amsterdam
The Auster Story

These record setting flights were
under the supervision of the Royal
Aero Club.
Amongst the special equipment
installed in the aircraft was a long
range fuel tank, in place of the rear
bench seat, and a Decca Navigator.
Removed from the aircraft was the
oil cooler for the de Havilland
Copyright © by the IAC

Yesterdays’ News
was written off.
The propeller was retrieved and the
hub presented to the pilot to
commemorate his first forced
landing.
1950

Texas ‘Crib’

Record Breaking J/5F ‘Lady Leige’ (EW)
Gipsy Major 1G engine. In its place
was, a special Ragosine oil mixture.
1952

Avis Sheds Propeller
Demonstrating Auster aeroplanes
is not normally associated with
being one of life's more hazardous
occupations.
However,
this
changed recently when the Avis 2

was
being
prepared
for
demonstration
to
potential
customers from overseas.
Having got airborne from Rearsby,
with two hanger staff as ballast, the
Avis lost it’s propeller due to a
fractured prop shaft. The resultant
forced landing in a nearby field
brought about no injuries to either
pilot or passengers, but the aircraft

On a recent visit to the
Confederate Air Force’s Texas
home, the Company Publicity
Manager was watching two aircraft
perform aerobatics. To his surprise,
whilst taking his photographs, the
commentator announced the
avalanche manoeuvre “which was
thought to have originated in
England”.
British
modesty
prevented any intervention to
announce that it was Ranald
Porteous invention.
Circa 1956

Military Auster’s finally
sold off
In November this year, the R.A.F.
finally declared the last of its Auster
Mk.V aircraft to be obsolete.
Since the end of the War, and with
the introduction of the new Auster
Mk.6, small batches of surplus
Mk.V’s have been offered for sale.
Over the years the Mk.V has been
acquired
for
civilian
use,
predominantly in the home and
European markets.
Many
aircraft
have
been
repurchased by Auster Aircraft Ltd.
of Rearsby Aerodrome, for
refurbishment and sale into a ready
market.
1953

New Lease of Life for
Auster Mk.V
Re-Built Avis, Designated The Avis 2 Before The Accident. (Via MA)
Copyright © by the IAC
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After many years of military
service, the Auster Mk.V which
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Military Auster Mk.V VJ592 Refurbished To Civil Mk.5 Standard. (EW)

Auster Mk.IV Formally MT141 Converted To MK.5 with Long Range Fuel
Tank and Revised Cabin Glazing. (EW)
was the most produced variant of
the wartime Auster family is now
rejuvenated in many diverse civil
roles. Following overhaul, the Mk.5
is being used for pleasure flying,
club use, aerial photography, crop
spraying, banner and glider towing.

(MA)

Included in the MK.V disposals
were a number of earlier Mk. IV
aircraft. In the main these have
been modified by removing the
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port trimming vane, external
venturi and by installing a new
blind flying panel together with a
Pesco vacuum pump.
1953

Local Pub Delays Bus
Service!
Complaints originating from the
wives and girlfriends of employees
working overtime at Rearsby
Copyright © by the IAC
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Aerodrome, are causing concern as
to the late hours being kept. An
unofficial investigation into the
problem has therefore been
launched. The Horse and Groom
Public House, sited on the A607 at
the junction with the aerodrome’s
approach road, Gaddesby Lane,
appears to be the cause of the
complaints.
Investigations have revealed that
workmen working late in the
evenings, and having no bicycles to
get home, are in the habit of
walking down the lane to catch a
Midland Red service bus for
Leicester via Queniborough, Syston
and Thurmaston.
Unfortunately, climatic conditions
being what they are, shelter from
cold, wind, rain and sun needs to
be sought in the Horse and Groom
pub. (No 11 Works)

aircraft’s design left the leg
dangling. (See Adjacent Photo’s)

70 yards may have been ample for a
Mk.1 Auster, what followed in the
Mk.III was probably the first
reported collision between an
aeroplane and a Hillman Minx
motorcar!

Once airborne, a low-level circuit
was flown, followed by a near
perfect landing on one wheel. On
coming to a stop the aircraft
pitched over and sustained only
minor damage to the wing tip and
propeller.
This was yet another testimony to
the rugged all steel aeroplane from
Rearsby.
1943

Having opened full throttle and
lifted the tail, A.L. struck the
bonnet of the car and parted
company with the Auster’s
starboard
undercarriage
leg.
Fortunately, the robustness of the

The prevailing conditions, together
with the quality of the refreshments
on offer, meant that at least one
bus had to pass before the new
patrons, could vacate the premises.
The problem was never resolved.

Rear View of B4 (EL)

1946 Onwards

One Wheel Landing
Demonstrated to the Press
On October 14th the Company
founder and Managing Director
A.L.Wykes, commenced his wellpracticed flying display starting
with a demonstration of the
Auster’s short take-off ability.
Pacing out his usual 70 yards and
parking his official Ministry
Hillman Minx motorcar on the 70
yard marker, he returned to the
Mk.III aeroplane to commence
displaying the Auster’s qualities to
the gathered crowd of press and
other assorted officials. Although
Copyright © by the IAC

The Company Chief Test Pilot, Ranald Porteous Tries the B4 for Size over the
Wreake Valley (1951) (EW)
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Ambulance / Freighter
Airborne
Cumbersome it may look, but the
new Auster B4 currently under
development, is not so in the air.
Described as a delight to fly, the
prototype will shortly embark on
trials at Boscombe Down.
It is anticipated that the B4 will
compliment Auster’s forthcoming
new A.O.P. design in military
service.
1951
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Photographs of the B4, in its various roles. (All EW)
Top left, door removed. Second left, loading stretcher case.
Lower left, preparing for take-off. Bottom, left ability to take long cargo.
Above, cleaned up aircraft in flight.
ash from pipes which could have
Police Court
been avoided if people had only
A No.7 Works employee was used a little thought and care.
summarily dismissed from his
employment
following
his At this stage of the War, when
conviction at Leicester Castle Court every aeroplane, every ship, every
for assaulting the Night Shift gun and in fact munitions of all
Foreman and a Policeman at No.7 kinds will be needed in the coming
Works. He was fined the sum of £3 invasion of Europe, we must take
after it was revealed he had a every precaution against outbreak
similar conviction elsewhere.
of fire.
1944
Smoking in, or near, shops or
buildings where inflammable
Fire Hazard
liquids or material are being used or
Everyone is aware that fire is one stored, a cigarette end carelessly
of the greatest menaces of this thrown away may be the cause of a
War, and it is not always caused by larger fire that would hold up the
enemy incendiary bombs.
Auster production for a long time.
This must not happen.
There has been a large increase in
smoking all over the country, in We are sure, however, that
homes, factories and shops, and, in everyone at Taylorcraft will do all
consequence, the risk of fire has they possibly can to reduce the risk
greatly increased.
of fire to a minimum. See that your
cigarette end is really out. You can’t
There are many fires caused each be too careful.
day by cigarette ends, matches and
1943
The Auster Story
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August Holiday
A one week (five days) holiday
entitlement for all staff and works
employees will commence from
August Bank Holiday Monday and
include Bank Holiday Tuesday. (3
Days?)
1947

Australian J/5 Adventurer
Auster aircraft are being used for
diverse roles. These includes taking
Australian race goers to far flung
race courses in order that the may
have a flutter and enjoy the local
hospitality.

J/5 Adventurer VH-KSH. (Via
MA)
Captain Roach, an Australian
Auster operator, reports that it is
not unusual for a ‘punter’, who has
had a good day at the races, to
climb aboard the Auster with
pockets bulging with anything from

£5 to Ten thousand Australian
pounds.
Return journeys have to be flown
with great care and take into
consideration not only local flying
hazards and navigation, but the
effects that ‘XXXX’ can have on,
aeroplane and passenger’s bladder.
Circa 1953

A New Year and a
New Aeroplane
Auster’s All New A.O.P.
Mk.9
The newly-developed Auster
Model B5, the A.O.P. Mk.9, flew
for the first time on March 19th
this year. It is well-known that
every aircraft used by the British
Army is of Auster manufacture.
This model, which succeeds the
Mk.6, is an entirely new aircraft
designed by the Rearsby team to
fulfil the modern day battlefield
role. Not only is the Mk.9 equipped
for A.O.P. duties, its third seat
allows for liaison work to be
undertaken.
1954

“Train Spotting” on the Rearsby
line. (EW)

Mk. 9 A.O.P. Train Spotter
British Railways have no objection
to the youth of this country
collecting engine numbers, a
spokesman recently said. However
two mature adults in an aeroplane,
flying alongside the mid-morning
passenger train from Melton
Mowbray to Leicester, is going
beyond the realms of normal ‘train
spotting’ practice.
Engine drivers on the route along
the Wreake Valley have reported
on more than one occasion, the
sighting of small high wing
aeroplanes
in
camouflaged
markings flying alongside their
trains travelling at about 60 mph,
with a man in the back taking
photographs!
Auster Aircraft Ltd. of nearby
Rearsby Aerodrome, say that they
have examined all the ‘Ian Allen’
books in possession of their flight
test and publicity staff.
Pilot Trevor Howard and Publicity
Manager Eddie Worrell have more
train numbers than anybody else!!
1954

A Suitable Quarry for the
New Mk. 9
Model B5.A.O.P Mk.9. (Via MA)
Copyright © by the IAC
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An ‘in flight distraction’ recently
assisted the workers, or so they
thought, at a quarry near to Castle
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The first production A.O.P Mk.9 for the British Army. (EW)
Donington Airfield, home to
British Midland Airways. An
Auster, believed to be a Mk.9, flew
into the quarry (Breedon) and
examined the working face on their
behalf.
Unfortunately on this occasion, the
train-spotting cameraman failed to
focus his camera (through fright?)
and, due to the lack of evidence, no
further action was taken.

Mk.9 landing over the hedge at
Rearsby. (MEP)

Flight advert March 1955. (Via
MA)

A.O.P. Mk.9 Deliveries
Begin
Following extensive and intensive
flight trials, the all new Mk.9 was
delivered to 19 Maintenance Unit
at St Athens on February 11th.The
first three production aircraft to
enter service, WZ 666/7/8, were
delivered by company pilots and
are the first of many more to come.
(A further three were delivered the
next day).
Mk.9 during the extensive flying trials at Rearsby. (RB)
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The shape of things to come? the Auster Model B8 shows the
significant change in design principle. (EW)

Low pass crop dusting trials in front of repair hanger at
Rearsby. (EW)
aeroplanes.

Having been test flown, which
included 150 hours of flying with
1,150 landings on all terrain, the
Mk.9 is well equipped for the
rigours of military service
particularly in Malaya.
1955

Designed specifically to meet the
requirements of New Zealand’s
operators, the Agricola made its
first flight on Thursday 8th
December this year.
1955

Mk.9 Celebrates a Tenth
and a First
To celebrate its tenth anniversary
of Malayan operations, Maj.
Robertson, of 656 A.O.P. Light
Liaison Flight, recently flew the
first operational sortie of Rearsby’s
latest military aircraft, the A.O.P.
Mk.9.
Flying low over the Malayan jungle
leaflets were dropped to the
terrorists near Ula Langat Selangor

Auster Model B8 Agricola. (Via
MA)

A Future in Farming?
The Auster Model B8 Agricola is a
brand new design from the
Company most associated with
high wing monoplanes. The B8
shows no resemblance to the
familiar Auster family of light

Agricola at Rearsby. (LH)
Copyright © by the IAC

Auster Agricola spraying at
Rearsby. (LH)

Auster Agricola Continental 0-470-B engine. (LH)
The Auster Story
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Auster’s New Agricola
The Agricola is a single engine, low
winged machine powered by a 240
hp. Continental O-470-B engine.
The fuselage has a steel tube
framework and is fabric covered
with a rear enclosed cabin designed
to carry two passengers when the
aircraft is not being used on top
dressing operations.
1955

13 Year Old Design Given
New Lease of Life
Auster Aircraft Ltd. has put the
ubiquitous wartime Auster Mk.V
into production. Now designated
the Auster 5 Alpha, the all-new
aeroplane is purely for the civil
markets of the U.K, Sweden,
Germany and Austria.
Since the end of the war many

Auster Mk.5 Alpha. (Via MA)
Mk.V aircraft have been civilianised
to perform various roles worldwide. By popular demand the
Model ‘J’ Mk.5 is back in
production.

All new Auster Mk.5 Alpha. now in limited production at the makers Rearsby
factory. G-APBE is being offered as a prize by a national newspaper. (Via
MA)

First Civilian Mk.V
Two Taylorcraft Auster Mk.V's have
been delivered to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.
These aircraft, registered G-AGLK
and G-AGLL, are to be used for
flight testing potential service
pilots, for civilian Commercial Pilot
Licences.

New For 1958 - The Key to
New Horizons - Nearly
Unveiled at this year’s S.B.A.C.
Farnborough Show was the entirely
new Auster Model C6 Atlantic.

Once the War has drawn to a close,
it is expected that many surplus
Auster's will be offered for tenders
in the region of £250 to £350.
With a civilian Certificate of
Airworthiness an Auster can expect
to cost around £800. Number 5
Auster model C6 Atlantic. (JL)

First civiilan Mk.V. (Via MA)

Former military Mk.V NJ728.
The new Auster differs only slightly
from its Wartime cousin. The main
difference being the seen in the rear
glazing style. (Via MA)
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Maintenance Unit (MU) at R.A.F.
Kemble is the place at which all
surplus light aircraft are being
stored prior to sale.
1946
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Auster model C6 Atlantic interior.
(GH)
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Auster A.O.P Mk.6 on H.M.S
Ocean. (JL)
Waiting for the show to start. (Via MA)
The aircraft mock up, finished in a
smart colour scheme of yellow,
grey and black, was displayed on
the Auster company stand.
Many hundreds of visitors called at
the stand specially to view the
Atlantic. Favourable comments
were made about the nose wheel
and the oleo shock strut
undercarriage.
The large cabin for four people and
the completely new instrument
panel, incorporating the wheel
arrangement control column, also
received complimentary comment
from public and press alike. The
Atlantic is a totally new concept in
luxurious air travel.
1957
Two versions of the Atlantic will
be produced. The first will be the
Windsor deluxe in which ‘extras’

are out because they are ‘all in’. The
second variant is to be the
Winchester, and will be lower in
cost. Fewer luxury items will be
fitted, but the same high
performance and cabin capacity
will be retained.
After many hours of assembly and
taxi trials, the Atlantic prototype
finally took to the air during July
this year.
Unfortunately, market research on
potential customers is not as first
thought. This research, together
with current economic concerns,
has dictated that the C6 project be
abandoned.

A New Two Seater
The new Auster D4 took to the air
on February 12th this year. It is the

Auster D4 prototype. (JL)
modern equivalent of the Plus ‘C’
and J/2?
1960

Avis Prang
As previously reported, the Avis 2

Irrespective of the Atlantic being
said by some to be the best Auster
yet, the small private maker can not
justify further expenditure.
1958

All at Sea

Auster C6 after nose wheel collapse.
(JL)
Copyright © by the IAC

Landing on Aircraft Carriers is not
new for Austers. The most recent
landing was an Auster AOP Mk.6,
which came aboard H.M.S. Ocean
during the recent Suez Crisis.
The Auster Story

Avis 2 resting in a Gaddesby field.
(JL)
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Auster Avis 2 landing. (JS)
Ambulance recently shed its
propeller whilst being prepared for
a demonstration flight.
The resultant forced landing has
brought about the abandonment of
the project.
The Army view on the Avis 2 has
wavered. Any improvement in
performance is considered to be
marginal. This now concludes the
Avis project.
1950

Floatplane Trials
Trials continue of an Auster on
floats. On this occasion the chosen
aircraft is the company J/5 GAJYL demonstrator.

Prototype Auster J/1U Workmaster before the installation of dorsal fin. (Via
MA)

Improvisation!
Having seen the various DIY
Auster hangers in the U.K. the
Southern Rhodesians have their
own design.

A Workmaster in 23 Days
The Workmaster is fitted with a
100 gallon insecticide spray tank
positioned alongside the pilot to
minimise injury in the event of an
accident. This is one of the many
safety features that make the
Workmaster a practical, profitable
and dependable aeroplane.

The pilot is provided with excellent
panoramic vision and is able to
jettison the entire contents of the
tank in 5 seconds, thus enabling a
rapid climb in an emergency.
Further aided by a seat stressed to
facilitate a 25g shoulder harness
and a double thickness wind shield,
the pilot is in one of the safest
environments for this most
hazardous type of operation.
Twenty three days from the issue
of drawings to the first flight, that
is all it took for Auster’s to produce
their new agricultural aeroplane,

Rearsby built floats need to be
approved and a team are currently
at Beaumaris undertaking the trials,
hopefully to the satisfaction of the
Air Registration Board.
1951

Improvisation in Southern
Rhodesia. (Via MA)
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Workmaster insecticide spray tank and pilots position. (Via MA)
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1958

Boxed for the Frozen
South

Publicity photograph of the new Auster J/1U Workmaster. (Via MA)
Designated the J/1 U Workmaster
the aircraft is designed for Crop
Culture (Aerial) Ltd. of the Isle of
Wight and will be used for crop
spraying in Central Africa, Sudan
and the United Kingdom. The
Workmaster first flew on the
February 22nd this year.
It was described as the heaviest and
most powerful, conventional
Auster design to date and was fitted

Crated and ready for transportation
to the docks, a Auster Mk.6 was
ready to join the BritishScandinavian Antarctic Expedition,
together with an assembled aircraft
which will go as deck cargo the two
Auster’s will form the aerial
component of the expedition. The
aircraft VX126 and VX127 were
specially prepared for the arduous
task that lies before them.
1949

with a 180hp Lycoming engine
with a McCauley VP propeller, the
Workmaster sprays at 90m.p.h.
with four wing installed, rotary
‘Micronair’ atomisers.
The oversize, low-pressure tyres
with a large contact area ensure
operations on rough and muddy
landing strips without fear of
bogging down or nosing over.
Fourteen aircraft are currently on
order. Nine by Crop Culture and
five for the French concern ‘Ardic’.

Auster Mk.6 VX126 out of its
box. (Via MA)

Auster J/1U for the French
Company ‘Ardic.’ (JL)

‘Micronair Rotary Atomiser. (Via
MA)
Copyright © by the IAC

Auster Mk.6 crated, and the workforce who built the mobile hanger. (JL)
The Auster Story

Page 91

Yesterdays’ News
To eliminate this problem, and to
keep everyone dry, ‘Prestic’ sealing
tape must be fitted, as per the
manufacturer’s
instructions,
between Perspex and fairings, to
obtain a good seal. The ‘Prestic’
should be folded over all edges to
form a ‘bead‘twice if necessary.
One of the first photographs of
Auster Mk.6 VX127”ready to
go”. (JL)

No More Hurricanes Just
Typhoons

A Hurricane at Rearsby with the
repair team. (Via MA)
The last of 406 repaired Hawker
Hurricanes was recently completed
and returned to the R.A.F.
Repair activity now concentrates on
the Hawker Typhoons and Tiger
Moths.
1943

We Are Getting Wet!
Rain penetration during flight and
whilst parked is being reported by
operators who assemble their own
aircraft after taking delivery in a
crate. Not being slow to investigate
customer complaints, the maker’s
Service Department has discovered
the answer. Aircraft delivered and
assembled from crates are not
having the Perspex correctly fitted.
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Chief Designer Sacked By
Previous Employer!
Intelligence Led Rouse
It can now be revealed that Auster
Aircraft’s former Chief Designer
and Director, Mr. R.E. Bird, now
retired, was instantly dismissed for
the offence of criminal deception,
from a previously held post with
Percival Aircraft of Luton.
Dickie as he is known was a former
apprentice who after studying
aeronautics at Luton Technical
College (and building his own
Flying Flea aircraft) was appointed
to the Percival Drawing Office.
Following the ‘Fall of France’ in
1940, the young Mr. Bird was
summoned one Friday afternoon,
to the General Manager’s office
and instantly dismissed for alleged
inaccuracies, described as being
criminal offences, in his records of
hours worked. Despite protestations of innocence ‘Dickie’ was
told to gather his personal
belongings and, under escort, leave
the premises.
Following a weekend of traumatic
proportions as to his future
prospects and, more importantly,
what to tell relatives and friends, a
resolution appeared by way of a
telephone call on the Sunday
evening.

The Auster Story

Clandestine Appointment
The telephone call, from, his by
now, former Chief Draughtsman at
Percival’s, instructed the apparently
disgraced young Dickie Bird to
leave for work the following
morning as usual, but instead of
travelling to Luton, he was to go to
a former flying club aerodrome at
Broxbourne, Herts.
As instructed, he reported on the
Monday morning to the soldiers on
the gate, and was taken to be
briefed by a “Buster” Frogley and a
‘gentleman’ assumed to be
associated with the Intelligence
Service. Dickie was told that he was
to be Head Draughtsman and
Technical Liaison Officer on an
operation involved with the covert
recovery of French aeroplanes,
including Caudron Simoun’s, from
Vichy France.
The aircraft were to be delivered to
England via the Mediterranean and
Gibraltar. The aircraft were to be
subsequently used in a clandestine
role after repair and renovation. In
order to protect the integrity of the
operation, Dickie was to remain
incommunicado on the aerodrome
for at least one month, as from the
next day.

Caudron Simoun Light transport
aeroplane. Designed by Marcel
Rizzard. 70 aircraft were sold to
civilian operators together with a
further 110 to military air arms.
(Via MA)
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The Start of the Beginning
During 1943 the operation was
concluded. Instead of returning to
Percival's, as anticipated, Dickie
sought pastures new, this time with
his reputation restored.
In response to an advert for
stressmen and aero dynamists at
Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England)
Ltd., Dickie presented himself at
Thurmaston and was appointed to
both roles.
This started his long and fruitful
association with what was to
become, in 1946, Auster Aircraft
Ltd. And to his appointment in
1947, as Chief Designer.
But that's another story!

Auster Autocar G-AJYO a J/5B first flew in 1950 was delivered to an owner
in Norfolk. It was a regular visitor to Rearsby taking advantage of the
maintenance and service facilities offered by the makers. (JL)

1947

Autocar at Hanover
Auster Autocars have been in
production, in various guises, for
some years now. The 145 Autocar
was recently shown at the Hanover
Trade Fair. Finished in silver and
blue paint scheme the four seat
Autocar attracted great interest.
Since its introduction, the Autocar
has given excellent service to both
personal and business customers
alike.

Auster J/5G Autocar sprayer. Autocar first flew during 1951 (Via MA).

Originally powered by a 130 hp
Gipsy Major 1, then both the
Blackburn Cirrus Major 1 & 2,
followed by the 145 hp Gipsy
Major 10 engines, the Autocar is a
most versatile aeroplane. This is
adequately demonstrated by its
popularity to date.
1959

Autocar J5G of the Zambian Government Communications Flight. (JL)
Copyright © by the IAC
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New Range of Auster’s
The ‘D’ Series.
A new series of Auster’s has been
brought about by an extensive
development programme of
existing types.
In all cases, the new models are
fitted with American Lycoming
engines of varying power: 108, 160
and 180 hp.

including blind flying instruments,
long range fuel tank, and V.H.F.
radio is also available.
Control harmony and flying
characteristics have been studied
and developed to a high peak of
perfection. Auster’s claim that the
‘D’ series is well ahead of any
competitors in this respect.

Portuguese Contact
Signed
A contract to the value of £150,000
was signed on November 4th for
Auster Aircraft to supply aircraft
and components to Portugal. A
small number of complete D4 and
D5 aircraft will be supplied, and
thereafter the aircraft will be made
under licence in Portugal.
1959

New Aeroplanes from
Old? It Can Be Done!

The series, named the ‘D’ range,
consists of the two-seat D4, threeseat D5 and four-seat D6.

A regular visitor to Rearsby’s
service facility is the French
registered Aiglet Trainer belonging
Auster D6/180 Built for
Denmark. (Via MA)

Auster D4/108 Prototype, 1960.
(Via MEP)
The basic specification on all
aircraft includes: electric starters,
sound proofing, carpets, dual
controls and flaps. Also included in
the specification, is a reversible
steerable tail wheel to make ground
handling more accurate?
The latest type of seating has been
developed with careful regard to
body form and is claimed to be the
most comfortable offered on any
comparable aircraft.
A full range of optional extras,

Auster D5/160 Built Under
Licence in Portugal. (Via MA)
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Of the combinations available,
there are a total of eighteen in
theory. Of these, seven are
impracticable leaving eleven really
interesting formulae, ranging from
a light and simple 108 hp. twoseater to a 180 hp. Four-seat tourer.
1959

Portuguese Government
Invite Tenders
Auster Aircraft Ltd. has been
invited to submit a tender for new
liaison and training aircraft.
The Portuguese Air Force is
looking to replace the ageing
Chipmunk and require two types of
aeroplane. Two and three seat
aircraft are preferred.

Monsieur Delvert’s Aiglet Trainer.
(Via MA)
to Ray Delvert. A professional
photographer by trade, M. Delvert
flies his aircraft over from France.
The Aiglet Trainer is used
extensively for aerial photography
and builds up 1,000 flying hours
between overhauls. Prior to the
aircraft’s arrival at Rearsby, a letter
is sent outlining and listing any
particular issue that need attention.
1957

Each type selected must have
Lycoming engines, and be
manufactured under a licence
agreement.
1959

The Auster Story
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Comprehensive Service
After many years of maintaining
Austers, the Repair and Service
Department
still
offers
a
comprehensive service. The skilled,
fully-equipped Department tackles
all types of repair, rebuild,
modification and servicing.

Quiet day at the repair hanger. Airedale, Club D4 on Pickets, Plus D
Awaiting Collection and a Terrier 1 Wanting An Engine Run. (MA)

I’ll fix it in a minute. (JL)

More skilled staff and management.
(JL)

The key to good service. (JL)

Engine shop 1956. (JL)

J1 Autocrat G-AJEM 1948. (JL)

Another one in the circuit! J1 Autocar inbound for Rearsby. (JL)

Skilled staff. (JL)

Copyright © by the IAC

Established as a centre of
excellence, more and more owners
are bringing their aircraft to
Rearsby. Within recent months
aircraft have either been flown or
The Auster Story

transported by road, into Rearsby
from Germany, France, Spain, Italy
and even Pakistan.
1957
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6B has been completely rebuilt by
the manufacturer.
1961

Buy Back Time - Again!
The Auster A.O.P. Mk.6, which has
served the British Army in all
operational conflicts since the end
of World War II, is to be given a
new lease of life by the makers.

New Company New Name - The
Beagles Are Coming!
Auster 6A Tugmaster. GARDX. Is the first conversion
undertaken by the maker. (JL)
Auster Aircraft Ltd. is to purchase
former A.O.P. Mk.6, T7 and Mk.10
aircraft originally supplied by the
company to the Royal Air Force.

Mk.6 to be purchased for conversion
to civil aircraft. (EW)
Along with the Mk.6, Auster
Aircraft will purchase the Trainer
variants and convert them for
glider towing and 2/3 seat touring.
The aircraft will be known as the
Auster 6A and 6B respectively.
Production of the first Model K,
the A.O.P. Mk.6, commenced
during 1947 and, by 1953, 312
aircraft had been delivered to the
R.A.F.
Further aircraft were delivered to
the air arms of Canada, Belgian,
South Africa and the Trans Jordan
/ Arab Legion.
1959

The introduction of the all new
Mk.9 for military service means
that all Model K aeroplanes are
now surplus to requirements. Built
from the former Mk.6 VX109 the
prototype 6B G-ARLH flew on
April 14th 1961.

The 6B Flies
Evolved to meet the standing
requirements of flying clubs, the
Auster 6B flew for the first time on
April 14th this year. Developed
from the famous military Mk.6, the

Auster Aircraft Ltd. of Rearsby
Aerodrome has been taken over.
The Company is to be absorbed
into a new concern owned by the
Pressed Steel Group and named
‘BEAGLE’ (British Executive &
General Aviation Ltd.).
Along with Miles Aircraft of
Shoreham, the new company, for
which Auster’s were purchased for
£525,000, is to trade as Beagle Auster.
Until such time as long term
production plans are formulated,
the existing and, now, formerAuster 6B aeroplanes are to be
redesignated the Beagle-Auster A61
Terrier 1.
1960

Built For the Job
The first glider towing Auster 6A,
now called the “Tugmaster”, has
been converted by Aero Tows Ltd.
of Lasham in collaboration with the
makers.
A second aircraft, re-built by the
maker, will accompany the
prototype at the forthcoming
B.A.C Farnborough Air Show
towing sailplanes.
1960
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Built from Mk.6 VX109, the Prototype 6B flew on 14th April 1961. (JL)
The Auster Story
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Rebuilt to the new beagle Auster A61 Terrier configuration G-ARLO (TW482) was granted a Certificate of
Airworthiness on 19th October 1961. (Via MA)
characteristics that made the Mk.6
Successful Sales
Terrier 2 Eagerly Awaited
an unlovable aeroplane to any
Weekend for Beagle
Keeping apace with the production discerning Army pilot. The threeof the Terrier 1 aeroplanes is the seat
Terrier
2
represents
Auster A61 Terrier
development
of
the
Series
2
exceptional
value
with
the
145 hp
Following
the
successful
Terrier.
Gipsy Major engine. A waiting list
‘Shackletons Sales Weekend’ at
for the new Terrier 2 is expected
Baginton Airport, further exThis is to be a much-improved
1962
military Mk.6 aeroplanes arrived at
version of the existing Terrier 1,
Rearsby on April 20th 1961.
and is more than the face-lift the Born out of a Battleship Rebuilt to the new Beagle-Auster earlier machines had at the hands The New A.O.P.
A61 Terrier 1 configuration, of the makers.
G-ARLO (TW 462) was granted a
Certificate of Airworthiness on
October 19th 1961.
Like many of the first Mk.6 / T7 &
Mk.10 aircraft it was converted by
the Repair and Service staff before
moving to No.6 Production
Hanger for installation on the
Terrier production line.
1960
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Although the Terrier 1 was a
factory-new
aeroplane,
the
handling
characteristics
left
something to be desired.
To this effect, the flaps are being
repositioned lower and the area of
the tail plane and elevator doubled
in size. Together with differential
ailerons, these modifications to the
new Terrier, will overcome those
handling
and
stability
The Auster Story

Mk.11 at S.B.A.C Farnborough,
1961. Via MA)
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Auster Mk.11 (Beagle-Auster E3). (Via MA)
The Auster A.O.P. Mk. 9, lavishly
equipped and built like a battleship,
has always been the Rolls - Royce
of Auster military aeroplanes.
In extreme tropical climates and at
high altitude, the Mk.9 Bombardier
engine has not quite given the
power that some military pilots
wanted. Well that is a thing of the
past Auster’s have installed a
260h.p. Continental engine with a
constant speed propeller.

Religated to Company Hack( MA)
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By installing the Rolls- Royce
licence-built engine, it is claimed
that the new aircraft, designated the
Mk.11 (or E3 if you are a Beagle
person), will climb to 5,000 feet at
twice the rate of the Mk.9.
Available either has a new
aeroplane or a conversion, the
Mk.11 is everything the A.O.P.
operator needs, Ample power, high
strength, good handling and a

decent, flexible, load-carrying
capability. The British Army are
soon to evaluate the MK.11. It is
hoped by the maker, that their
judgement will not become clouded
by a presumed ‘all rotary’ policy. If
not sold, this aircraft unfortunately
could become yet another company
‘hack’.
1961

A New Era in General
Aviation According to
BEAGLE

Mk.11 at Rearsby following first
flight during August, 1961. (BH)
The Auster Story

The Airedale is the first Beagle and
is described as being ‘by Beagle out
of Auster’. The aircraft represents
both a continuation of and a
breakaway from, previous Auster
practices.
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Designated the A109, the Airedale
is the one hundred and ninth
Auster design variant since the
original Taylorcraft of 1939.
Although no further Beagle
announcements are to be made

until the prototypes are ready to fly,
information available to this
publication reveals that an
executive twin and Miles low wing
designs can be expected to follow
1961

Beagle A109 Airedale Fly’s
On Sunday April 16th the first
Beagle, the A109 Airedale, took to
the air from Rearsby Aerodrome.
This flight was just in time for its
first public outing to a ‘Sales
Weekend’ at Baginton the
following week.
Having started as a re-design of the
ill-fated C6 Atlantic by the Auster
design team, the Airedale has been
influenced greatly by Beagle
management. The raked ‘Beagle
fin’ perhaps being the most
significant change.
First flown four months and ten
days after the original design was
agreed in January this year, Beagle
are pinning their hopes of future
sales on the belief that the Airedale
will be viewed as a major advance
in light aviation design.
1961

Beagle-Auster A109 Airedale prototype G-ARKE. (LH)

Calling All Model Makers

Aeromodeller 1942. (JG)

Nothing Overlooked
Owners returning their Auster’s for
repair or maintenance sometimes
forget that engines are similarly
overhauled and maintained as are
airframes.

The Rearsby Airedale makers photographed after the first flight on April 16th
1961, some four months and ten days after the design commenced, thanks to the
Auster C6 Atlantic drawings. (BH)
Copyright © by the IAC

The Auster Story

The Auster Engine Shop
undertakes all types of engine
related work and holds all relevant
licences. For further information
contact the Service Department on
Rearsby 321.
1945 onwards
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The Best Auster Yet?
Company test pilots who have
recently flown the D6/180 describe
it as the finest Auster to date.
Considering the professionals, view
and that the D6/180 is 30 hp more
powerful and, at £4,335, cheaper

fitters off, a young apprentice
forgot to tighten the oil pressure
instrument line, although he wirelocked it. With all essential staff
well on their way to the Horse and
Groom,
the
engine
runs
commenced.

A New General Purpose
Aircraft
Following the development of the
‘D’ series aircraft, primarily for the
Portuguese Air Force, the former
Auster Aircraft Ltd. now part of
the Beagle organisation, have
introduced the D5/180 Husky.

One of the three Rearsby built D6/180 Aircraft, G-ARDJ was exhibited at the S.B.A.C. show. (MA)
than a Piper Caribbean, it offers
not only excellent handling and
value, but an ‘executive standard’
last seen in the unfortunate C6
Atlantic of 1958.

Hanger Manager to Inspector:

Should the D6/180 be developed
with a tri-cycle undercarriage, then
an aircraft to compete with the,
now vogue, American imports
could regain lost markets.
1960

For the next twenty minutes the
engine was run. When shut down
the Manager got out and squelched
his oily way back to his office
muttering that reprisals would
follow!
1961

‘Ron the heater is good’,
Inspector to Manager:
‘Not bad but not that good’,

Airedale’s Oil Cooled
Heater Second to None
Late one dark evening, the
Inspector in the Experimental
Department, together with the
Hanger Manager, decided that it
would be they who would
undertake engine runs on a newlyinstalled Airedale Lycoming.
Nothing to do with hourly staff
being retained on further overtime
they said. In the rush to ’clock’ the
Page 100

The Husky is a rugged, multi purpose, four-seater with oversize
tyres for rough terrain landings.
Having first flown during July of
this year, the Husky is not only a
superior general purpose aeroplane
it is the answer for a cheap aircraft
capable of operations in all climatic
conditions. The Husky, with its 180
hp Lycoming has recently been
described has an ‘A.O.P. junior’ or
the “poor mans” Mk.11. A
comparison most apparent in the
Short Take Off and Landing

Beagle-Auster D5/180 Husky G-ASBV first flew during July 1962. (MA)
The Auster Story
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(STOL) similarities. At £4,100 for
the basic export aeroplane, the
Husky represents a lot of
performance and rugged reliability
for the money. The fitment of skis
has little effect on performance and
is ideal for the mountain rescuerole.
1960

Production of the New
Terrier 2 Starts
Following on from the earlier
Tugmaster and Terrier 1 Aircraft,
production is now transferred from
the Repair and Service Hanger to
the No. 6 production facility.
The former military airframes are

Photographs of Husky’s around

Rearsby and Belvoir Castle ( Above JL
Right Hand LH)
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being dismantled, and salvaged
components
are
sent
for
refurbishment. Fuselage frames,
after jig modifications, are rolled
onto the line for an entirely new
assembly.
Two apprentices concerned with
this operation are said to have a
large spares holding, including
V.H.F. radios, instruments and seat
cushions. Enquiries in a brown
envelope please.
1963

Sywell, Hanover & Cannes
Following on from this year's
public displays, orders for the new
Terrier 2 are most encouraging. In

Last of the Auster production lines before making way for the B206. (JL)

A61 Terrier 2 production line Rearsby 1963. Included is G-ASIE, SOI, SWM, SMZ, SRL, SEY and D-EDTU. (
Via MA)
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addition to U.K. flying clubs and
other organisations, the Terrier 2 is
expected to be exported to
Holland, Germany, Switzerland and
New Zealand.
The Terrier 2 is already rapidly
establishing itself as the aeroplane
professional pilots like to fly for
fun. Flying clubs, like the Airways
Aero Club, of which its members
include BEA and BOAC pilots,
together with the Lufthansa Club,
already enjoy the Terrier 2. The ‘3’
for 1’ i.e. tourer, trainer and glidertug is an attractive sales feature.
1962

Filthy Rich - Detected
Working on the Terrier 2
production line provided rewards
for two hard-up apprentices. The
‘Rate Fixer’, a nice man, negotiated
a bonus with the hard up youths.
The resultant payments doubled
their meagre salary. Awash with
cash, the lads who fitted out
fuselages with flying controls,
undercarriages, fins and new
adjustable seats, went on to a more
affluent life style. That was until the
Hanger Manager found out.
Apparently, and unknown to the
apprentices, or so they said,
bonuses should not have been paid.
No action was taken other than the
payments stopped and the youths
in question returned to the
Planning Office and Drawing
Office’s respectively, having gained
the
necessary
production
experience!

A61 Terrier 2 G-ASAN following its first flight during July 1962. (JL)
spares, can be put into operation.
The Company Sales Director,
himself an ex-Piper dealer, is
concentrating
on
twelve
distributorships in the U.K. before
going global. In five years it is
anticipated that 80% of all Beagle
production will go for overseas
markets. Beagle will avoid a
“dribble” of aeroplanes to
countries outside the immediate

U.K. until a sales and service
network is established.
1962
Production of the Beagle-Auster
A109 Airedale and the A61 Series 2
Terrier is now firmly established.
Production lines, either side of
No.6 Works, ensure the swift
assembly of new aircraft for waiting

Solid Home Base before
World Markets
The Beagle Chairman was recently
quoted has saying that Beagle will
not sell its aeroplanes overseas until
a strong dealer / distributor
network, backed up by ample
Copyright © by the IAC

Company demonstrator G-ARLR formally VW996, 1962. (Via MA)
The Auster Story
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Beagle designs, at least for the time
being and until one as opposed to
two, manufacturing sites can be
found.

customers.
Peter Masefield, Beagle’s Chairman,
said “For the future we intend to
build on the firm foundations
established at both Rearsby and
Shoreham over so many years.”
1962

Airedale Production Costs
Rise

Plus C on its way to Ratcliff.
(LCCHS)e

A confidential source available to
this publication reports that
production costs of the Airedale
have risen due to unforeseen
difficulties.

by local people who used to work
for a local private company. This
ceased with the 1960 take over. At

Autocrat production it depends how
you stack them. (LCCHS)

Although the Beagle 206 is not
ready for production, and the
Beagle-Miles 218 is only nearing
completion, the question remains
as to where all this anticipated
production will take place.
1962

Auster Famous
Name and Product
No Longer
Associated With
Rearsby
The world wide and renowned
Auster Aircraft is no more. Since
1939,
Taylorcraft/Auster
aeroplanes have been made in
Thurmaston, Syston and Rearsby
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Mk.6 Delivered to British
European Airways
Former A.O.P. Mk.6 WJ357,
purchased by the Company for the
Terrier programme, was delivered
as an uncompleted Series 2
airframe to the BEA Apprentices
School at Heathrow during May
this year.

Plans for the production facilities
to relocate to Christchurch, Hants.
have been dropped.
The production schedule calls for
sixty Airedales and the same
number of Terriers this year. The
first ten Airedales having been
sold. The expansion of Shoreham
now seems a doubtful site for the
Beagle -Auster production lines.

The Rearsby workforce will
concentrate on the twin-engine
B206 design until such time that a
decision is made about the future
of both the facility and a projected
single-engine design currently
under development.
1968

Airedales and Terriers at Rearsby
1964. (BH)
this time, the Auster product and,
in part, the Auster name was
retained. This is now to end. The
company that purchased the
former Auster Aircraft Ltd. is to
abandon the name of Auster. All
Auster
drawings,
technical
information, tools / jigs and spares
are to be sold off for the reported
sum of £35,000.
Aircraft production at Rearsby
Aerodrome will concentrate on the
The Auster Story

The aeroplane is to have a
Lycoming engine installed as part

Lycoming power for the Terrier.
(JL)
of a trial installation project. Once
completed the aircraft will return to
Rearsby for flight test and
certification.
1967

A First for London
Heathrow Airport
Following
the
successful
installation of a 160 hp Lycoming
0-320B engine in a Series 2 Terrier
airframe, the aircraft, designated
the A61 Terrier 3, became the first
Copyright © by the IAC
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On our way back to Rearsby. (Via
MA)
main road “looked inviting”.

A 61 Terrier 3 after installation of a Lycoming 0-320B 180 hp Engine.
(LCCHS)
aeroplane to make its maiden flight
from Heathrow Airport on
December 31st this year.
After the maker’s inspection and
approval, the aircraft will be
delivered to the BEA / BOAC
Gliding Club at Booker Airfield.
1968

Foul Day at the Seaside for
Terrier Pilot
Having collected Terrier G-ASYN
from a Skegness customer, for its
Certificate of Airworthiness, at
Rearsby, a Company pilot
encountered weather deterioration
over the Lincolnshire Wolds.

sank up to its axles in mud. This
caused the tail to lift and the
propeller to stop in the vertical
position. According to the pilot “a
bit of wood bent back” that
necessitated a walk across the field
and the thumbing of a lift to the
Police House in the nearby village.
The next morning’s survey revealed
that only a prop, change would
make the aircraft flyable, however,
“where from” was the important
question.
All the surrounding fields were wet
and ploughed but someone
remarked that the nearby
Grantham to Melton Mowbray

Intermittent drizzle on the route
back to Rearsby turned into nil
visibility and no height over
Waltham-on-the-Wolds.
This situation presented the pilot
with no alternative other than to
set down in a 400 yard long
ploughed field. What many
consider as a good landing was
made, but the Terrier, on coming
to a stop, in the middle of the field,
Copyright © by the IAC

New propeller fitted and onto the
road. (Via MA)
The Auster Story

With the somewhat hesitant
permission of the local Police
Commander and the assistance of
the local farmers’ two tractors, the
Terrier was pulled, pushed and
towed through a field gate onto the
roadside.
With the new propeller fitted, the
Terrier (with thirty minutes notice
to the Police, who closed the road
to all traffic)’ flew off the 225 yard
straight stretch of road in a 5 knot
wind. For some reason it was the
company Senior Test Pilot who
flew the aircraft out.
1967

To The Manor Born or
‘Upstairs and Downstairs’
Two company employees, both
tradesmen and pilots, recently
visited a member of the landed
gentry. The purpose of their visit
was to examine his Auster Mk.5
which had a number of defects
brought about by a heavy-handed
landing.
On approaching the front door to
the owner’s ‘Manor’ they were sent
around the back to the tradesman’s
entrance where they were directed
to the aeroplane. Having surveyed
the Mk.5, it was decided that the
aeroplane needed the care and
attention only Rearsby could give.
Unfortunately, the weather was
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such that flying out that day was
impossible.
This decision was not acceptable to
the high-born owner. Having been
told that if he disputed the Rearsby
men's opinion, he could fly the
aeroplane out himself. He promptly
rang a number of his pals, all of
whom declined his noble offer due
to the inclement weather. Wait
until the next day was the sensible
answer. Not this chap. He
complained to the Sales and Service
Manager!
1959

Mk.7 Versatility

Auster Mk.7 truly versatile. (JL)

extra work hours and cost.

Message pickup system. (JL)
The Auster Mk.7 has been
designed for the British Ministry of
Supply primarily as a dual training
aircraft
with
the
same
characteristics, as the well proven
Auster Mk.6. At the same time
many
new
features
and
improvements
have
been
introduced, particularly regarding
ease of maintenance.
Whilst the Ministry specification
called only for a two-seater, much
consideration has since been given
to its further development as an
artillery observation post and threeseat communications aircraft.
These additional roles can now be
obtained at only a minimum of

Apart from this, the Mk.7 can be
easily commissioned for many
other duties, such as field
telephone cable laying, flying mail
pick-up, aerial photography, desert
flying equipment, deck landing and
glider towing. Floats or skis can
also be fitted. In all roles the
aircraft maintains the high
performance characteristics which
have now become an inherent
feature of Austers.
1948

“Class of Its Own”
In a class of its own at the 1951
S.B.A.C. Display, the Auster Model
B4 attracted considerable attention
by reason of its unusual layout.
At the time of its appearance at the
Display, the prototype had just
made its maiden flight, but since
then some 50 hours have been
accumulated in the air and some
promising results have been

External operating handle for the
message pick up arrangement. (JL)

Dual controls are standard on the
Auster Mk.7. (JL)
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Auster B4 Ambulance/Freighter and the makers ‘Long Grass Boys.’ (JW)
The Auster Story
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obtained.
Maker’s trials are now complete
and following a few detailed
modifications,
and
some
refinements, the B4 will go to
Boscombe Down for evaluation.
1951

Mk.V ski installation. (LH)

Everything except
Auster’s grounded
Heavy snow falls have grounded all
wheeled aircraft connected with the
Allied advance in Europe.
Fortunately for the artillery, the
weather is not stopping their
Austers from flying. Within seven
days, Rearsby designed and made
twelve sets of skis for the Auster
and these were flown out to
France.
1945

Rearsby, likes an early morning
regimental start.
When his aeroplane requires
attention, he flys from Cheltenham
to Rearsby in time to greet the
Auster staff off the ‘Works’ bus at
8 a.m.
Whilst his aeroplane, G-ANIE,
receives the necessary attention, he
then travels, by way of the ‘Staff’
bus, into Leicester for the day,( The
Staff have a later start than the
Works). His aeroplane, known
affectionately to the Repair and
Service ‘gang’ as ‘Animosity’, is the
former military Mk. V. TW467,
converted for civilian use in 1954.
After non-stop work on the
Major’s aeroplane, he returns to
Rearsby in the evening, courtesy of
the Staff bus, returning to the
aerodrome, after delivering the
personnel to all points to Leicester.
ANIE is then flown back to
Cheltenham by the owner, who is
described by the Auster staff as
being a very skilled pilot and an
extremely nice man into the
bargain.
This is just another example of the
service and customer care

Watch your heads! (JL)
undertaken at Rearsby for those
owners taking advantage of the
expertise on offer.
1959

Keep Your Head Down
The staff of the Transport Section
at Rearsby is not renowned for
their enthusiasm for aircraft. Sited
next to the Repair Hanger, the
stalwarts of the garage not only
maintain all company transport,
drive the company bus and provide
lodgings to other employees, their
ability (grudgingly) to repair
punctures in Auster wheel
assemblies is “second to none.”
To mark the thanks of the Auster
men, the Repair and Service
Hanger pilot has been known to
treat them to a display of low,

Agricultural Designers to
the World
Auster Designers have produced
very efficient crop sprayers and
dusters for service in all corners of
the world. Cotton in the Sudan,
locust in East Africa and orchards
in Switzerland have all been treated
by Auster sprayers.
1953

Early Start with Animosity
for the Service Staff
A military gentleman, who prefers
his Auster Mk.5 to be serviced at
Copyright © by the IAC

Former military aircraft Mk.5 now converted G-ANIE (Via MA)
The Auster Story
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Mock up of Auster model B9 helicopter to specification H.R. 144 T. (RN)
flying, particularly on murky days
helicopter that can operate off an shown demonstrates the small tail
Army 3 ton lorry. The mock-up rotor. This is due to the use of
Approaching
the
garage,
unobserved, from the southerly
end of the aerodrome at a height of
about 10 feet, the pilot has been
known to over fly the garage. The
startled
motor
mechanics,
particularly the manager, have been
heard on more than one occasion
to shout at the now disappearing
Auster, “where is he, I’ll have him”.
So much for showing appreciation!

The Revolutionary Auster
Helicopter Shown Here For
the First Time in the Flesh.
The Model B9 shown as a ‘mockup’, is intended to meet
requirements for a light military
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Auster helicopter is light and simple to handle. (RN)
The Auster Story
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The abandoned Auster helicopter before the first and final flight into the hanger roof. ( Both RN)
Ram-jet propulsion. This system
that does not need to have any
reaction to the drive system forces.

unconventional. Had the Company
been able to perfect the engine
system, the design would have been
simple to manufacture and hence
be an economical design to
construct.

The simple format of the machine
owes much to the propulsion
system. The most complex part is
the main Rotor Hub which must
contain the fuel control system and
the blade angle adjustment. The
complexity in this is adequately
rewarded by the simplicity of the
remainder of the airframe. The ease
of handling, and the very small tail
rotor, make the design look
Copyright © by the IAC

The typically Auster construction
can be seen in the mock-up.
Welded steel tube and the newer
materials such as fibre reinforced
plastics make for simple to
maintenance and build of airframe.
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Where Have All The
Auster Makers Gone?
Following the demise of the Auster
name and product, Beagle Aircraft
commenced production of the
B206 Aeroplane at Rearsby.

B206 Rearsby production line.
(BH)
B206 Basset. (JL)

Originally the Bristol 220 design,
the aircraft was intended as a light
civil and military aeroplane.
With the relocation of Bristol’s
Managing Director to the newlyfounded Beagle concern, the 220
was developed into what became
the Beagle B206.
Developed by Miles at Shoreham,
the aircraft went into production at
the Rearsby No,6 works during the
later months of 1964. The first
aircraft designated were the civil
B206C and the military B206R- the
latter being the intended Anson
replacement for the R.A.F., and
named the ‘Basset’.
B206 development continued with
the civil series 1 and 2 aircraft, and
what became the final B206 design,
the Series 3.
Throughout its existence, Beagle
was subjected to ever increasing
under
capitalisation,
despite
changes in owners and being
financially underwritten by the
Government. In 1968, the
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The Last Rearsby Built B206 design. The, Series 3. (MA)
company was placed in the hands
of the receiver and, despite
attempts to sell the Company, the
assets were gradually disposed of
and Rearsby employees were made
redundant.
Some
obtained
employment with local companies,
some diversified and others moved
further afield, remaining in
aviation, to the likes of Westland. A
local trade union official summed
up by saying:

The Auster Story

“I am disgusted that the
Government is prepared to
allow Britain’s only long
established light aircraft
factory, which has served
the nation in peace and
war, to shut down, and
skills and know how
acquired by generations of
craftsmen to be dispersed.”
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A Record to be
Proud of
Since Taylorcraft Aeroplanes
(England) commenced wartime
production of the Auster, 2,148
aeroplanes were supplied to the
R.A.F/Army Air Corps. and
other foreign air arms for
service in support of the
Artillery and infantry. The
wartime efforts of the
Leicestershire Company did not
end with the supply of aircraft.
In addition to their own new
aeroplanes, the staff at the
facilities in Thurmaston, Syston,
Rearsby and Mountsorrel
repaired:

explore new markets with
radical designs. Unfortunately,
due to economic conditions and
American competition, these
never came to fruition.
The versatility and skills found
at Rearsby, known “as the home
of the Auster”, had no bounds.
All the skills at the Auster’ were,
in the main, local and
considering that 3,868 aircraft
were built, this must be
considered an unsurpassed local
achievement.
The final chapter in the
Auster/Beagle saga was that of
the Pup / Bulldog. The
Company produced 177 Pups
between April 1967 and
November 1971. In addition,

Scottish Aviation produced 328
Bulldogs. These were sold to
many countries air forces, some
being.
Royal Jordanian Academy of
Flight;
Nigerian and Botswana Air
Forces;
Royal Hong Kong Air Force;
Kenya, Ghana, Lebanese Air
Forces;
Royal Swedish Air Force;
Royal Air Force;
A fitting finale to the great
little companies efforts to
support British Aviationworldwide.

368 Hawker Hurricanes:
281 Typhoons:
339 de-Haviland Tiger Moths:
In addition to the 300 marks of
Auster's returned for repair.
However, the endeavours of the
small team did not stop there.
The Company made new
components for the large
manufacturers, which included
parts for Vickers Supermarine,
Hawker Aircraft, De Haviland ,
English Electric, Hunting
Aircraft , Bolton Paul, Ford
Motor Company and the former
Rootes Group.
The post-War achievements in
civil markets, together with the
standing orders for A.O.P.
aeroplanes, resulted, at times, in
volume production for both
home and overseas customers.
Although a small local company,
Auster’s were never slow to
Copyright © by the IAC

A” pack” of Beagle Pups. (Via MA)
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The Legacy
Aircraft from this small
midlands
company
were
exported to countries that
included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Argentina
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Burma
Cameroon’s
Canada
Chile
Denmark
Germany
Guyana
Finland
France
Indo-China
Gabon
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Ivory Coast
Japan
Morocco
The Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
Portugal
Rhodesia
Norway
Singapore
Malaya
Nyasaland
South Africa
Spain
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Trans Jordan
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Venezuela
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In addition, the aircraft were
used in a wide variety of roles in
both their civil and military
types. These included:-

Reconnaissance. (Via MA)
Artillery Spotters.
Corporate transport. (Via MA)

Crop Sprayers/ Dusters. (MA)

Float Planes.

Traffic Control. (EW)

Glider and Banner Tugs. (JG)
Casualty Evacuation. (BB)

Tourers. (EW)

Communications. (Via MA)
Trainers.
Neon Advertising.
Sky Shout. (LCCHS)
The Auster Story

Aerobatic Trainers.
Ski Installations.
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Old Austers Never Die
They just join the
International Auster Club
The International Club was formed following the closure of the company to support the owners and preserve for
posterity Taylorcraft, Auster and Beagle-Auster aircraft.
This world-wide organisation preserves and maintains the aeroplanes in flying condition, whilst the Heritage
Group secures the overall history of both the Auster marque and its makers.
All types of British-built Taylorcraft/Auster aeroplanes are preserved or under restoration, some long term, for
future generations to record and acknowledge what a small Leicestershire Company achieved between 1939 and
1968.
The International Auster Club holds or participates in gatherings, “fly-ins,” and air displays throughout the world
each year. The aircraft that attend, together with many exhibited statically in Museums, ensures that Austers will
be seen for many years to come. (Photograph at Leicester East, during AGM of Club. (MEP)
Shown on the following pages are examples of Austers regularly seen flying in the United Kingdom?
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Mk.5 Alpha G-APBW was granted a C of A on May 5th 1957. (IAC)

Beagle Auster Mk.11 (E3). Still flying and in pristine condition. (PB)
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First Production J/1 Autocrat
G-AGTO C of A December 19th
1945 (MA)

D5 Husky, G-ATCD, C of A May 28th 1965. (MEP)

International Auster Club

J/5L Aiglet Trainer G-AOFS
C of A Feb 1st 1956 (MA)

Examples of Members
Aeroplanes

Auster J/1 Autocrat G-AIPV
C of A January 21st 1947 (MA)

Ex Mk.V TW 477 Mk 5 M
C of A 26th September 1956.
(MA)
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Auster J/5B Autocar PH-NEH C/N 2932. (IAC)
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Auster A.O.P. Mk.I 1941. (MA)

Auster A.O.P. Mk. V, 1943
(MA).

Auster A.O.P.Mk. III,1942.
(MA)

Auster A.O.P.Mk.6, 1945.
(MA)

Auster A.O.P Mk. IV, 1943.
(IAC)

Auster Mk.7, 1947. (MA)

The Eyes of the Army
Just Keep Flying
Courtesy of the International Auster Club

The Unique Beagle-Auster A.O.P.Mk.11, 1961.
(PB)

Auster A.O.P.Mk. 9, 1954. (MA)
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