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SPERRY IN THE BEAGLE B.206
Each of the 22 Basset aircraft ordered to date by the

Ministry of Aviation will have a complete Sperry fligh t
control system comprising a CL .6 Gyrosyn f' Compas s

System, Horizon Gyro Unit and SP .3 Auto-pilot .
The civil version also incorporates the SP .3 . Auto-pilot

and Sperry panel instruments .
}Gyrosyn—Registered Trade Mar k

sPERRY

	

AERONAUTICAL GROU P
SPERRY GYROSCOPE COMPANY LTD ., BRACKNELL, BERKS. PHONE : BRACKNELL 1301 .
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Front cover photograp h
The Beagle 8 .206-5 undergoing flight tests at Shoreham . This aircraft is featured elsewhere in this issue .

NEXT ON THE LINE —The photograph above shows the prototype Beagle 8.242 on a test flight from

Shoreham . Good progress is being made with the development flying of this promising new Beagle type .

Reproduction from BEAGLE NEWS may be freely made except where copyright is indicated . We shal l
be grateful, however, that acknowledgement be given when any part is used for Press purposes .



AT TOPCLI F FE—The Old and the New—a Beagle BASSET upon arrival at R .A .F. Topcliffe is,seen here with an Anson of R .A .F.
Transport Command, Northern Communications Flight . This Flight is now being re-equipped with Beagle BASSETS .

BEAGLE PERSONALITIE S

No. 4— Mr . A. L . PICKETT

ARTHUR PICKETT is Production Manager at the Beagle ,
Rearsby works . As such, he is well known to man y
British aircraft owners and operators as a very soun d
engineer who has an intimate knowledge of aircraft an d
engines. His opinion is one which can always be re-
garded as honest and to the point .

Arthur served his apprenticeship with a Southampto n
ship building company . On completion of his appren-
ticeship he worked for several years in the automobile
industry . In the early 1930s he transferred to the d e
Havilland Aircraft Company and from that time aircraft
have been his working life .

In 1940 Arthur joined Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (Eng-
land) Limited, and has been at Rearsby since that tim e
serving in various supervisory capacities in all pro-
duction departments.

Being an enthusiastic motorist and a keen followe r
of both motor and motorcycle racing, Arthur spend s
most of his spare time assisting his eldest son in hi s
motorcycle racing activities .
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MINISTERIAL TRANSPORT—Mr . John Stonehouse M. P . The Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry ofAviation (left) is seen

here with Mr. Peter Masefield and Mr. T. D . R . Carroll (right) of Beagle inspecting the B .242 at Shoreham recently .
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KENNEL NOTE S

Progress of new Beagle type s
When the prototype Beagle B.242 four-seat ligh t
twin first flew a year ago it aroused a great dea l
of enthusiastic interest . But Beagle Aircraft's com-
mitment on the B .206 and Basset was onerous
and the amount of effort that could be devoted t o
the B.242 was necessarily limited . Now that the
B .206 and its supercharged version, the B .206-S ,
are established in production, however, the mai n
development effort of the Company can b e
switched to the B .242 and its single-engine de-
rivative, the B .123 .

The development work that has gone on durin g
the past year with the B.242 has indicated that

certain design changes could still further increas e
its competitive appeal, for example a reduction i n
dihedral, a modification of fin/rudder relationshi p
and the use of a fixed tailplane . Whilst these are be-
ing integrated in the design process, opportunity
is being taken to rationalise the common design s o
that both the B .242 and the B .123 can be built off
basically the same production jigs and tools .

The manifold tasks involved in bringing an air -
craft into production are complex, lengthy an d
costly, but preparations are well in hand an d
B.242s off the production line will be flying nex t
year.
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KENNEL NOTES (Continued)

B.206-S Supercharged Aircraft
Flight testing of the prototype B .206-S continue s
and the aircraft has recently completed its tropica l
trials in Spain and North Africa . Deliveries of
production aircraft will start at the end of thi s
year . In the meantime we take the opportunity t o
provide our readers with brief information on thi s
aircraft . Such information obviously must be

gines makes possible a longer nacelle without dra g
penalty and a total of 12 cubic feet of additiona l
baggage space has been provided in each nacelle .
At the same time a large rear door replaces th e
B .206's over-wing door . Its dimensions of 3ft l i n
x 3ft make possible the loading of very large pack -
ages up to 97in x 32in x 23in . A forward bulk -

general in nature pending completion of the fligh t
test programme .

In all major respects the B .206-S carries forwar d
the fine characteristics of the B .206 . Opportunity
has been taken, however, to incorporate a numbe r
of detailed refinements in the supercharged version .
For instance, the high thrust-line of the new en -

head, giving a separate pilot's compartment, wil l
be a standard feature, and accommodation i s
provided for up to eight occupants .

A further refinement of the B .206-S is the
coupling of the flap control with the elevato r
trim, so that all trim changes are eliminate d
with either the raising or lowering of flaps .
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A BEAGLE TO `SHOOT' A BEAGL E

In our previous issue we mentioned the acquisition of a Beagle Aire -
dale by Searchlight Films of London . In the rather unusual photo -
graph above, the Airedale `Searchlight 1', is seen with the rear doo r
removed, being used as a camera in the `shooting' of a recent fil m
featuring a Beagle B .206 aircraft .

We have been advised by the directors of Searchlight Films tha t
their Airedale is proving to be such a sound investment that con-
sideration is now being given to the purchase of a larger Beagle i n
the near future .
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TEN GOOD REASON S
for choosing thi s
WARD BROOK E

termina l
block

or any other in the wide range of
Ward Brooke blocks .
• Blocks available up to 20 way, single or double row • Light weigh t
• Non-corrodable plastic mouldings • Unbreakable plastic moulding s
• Up to 8 ring terminated conductors per stud • Proofed against rotationa l
shorting • Inter-terminal linking strips • BA or Unified threads • Pane l
mounting, through or shrouded pattern • Six colours and numbered ter-
minals .

There is a very large range of Ward Brooke terminal blocks, fuse holders ,
conduits, helical wraps, 'Nylon Layflat Sleeving', ratchet and 'P' Clips ,
lamp-holders, etc . These products are type approved . Every British aircraft
being built today uses Ward Brooke parts in their electrical systems . Wh y
not write to the Sales Department for further details of the range ?

WARD BROOKE W8*8z CO LTD A member of the Southcross Grou p

Fassetts Road, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Bucks . Telephone : High Wycombe 4531 . Telex 8317 3
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The former Auster Aircraft Company of Rearsby was taken over by the Pressed Steel Company of Cowle y
in November 1960 to form part of British Executive and General Aviation Limited. The Rearsby factory is
now the main production plant of Beagle Aircraft Limited . During the 25 years that light aircraft have bee n
built at Rearsby, many thousands of various versions of the familiar Austers were built and subsequently foun d
homes in many corners of the World. Large numbers of these aircraft are still in operation and the Beagle
Service and Spares Departments will continue to assist in keeping these aircraft operational wherever possible .
Many recipients of the `News' will have been associated with Austers at some time or other and we thought this
might be an opportune time to include in our magazine something of the history and achievements of tha t
Company . The following article is the first in a series by Norman Ellison .

CHAPTER 1

Taylorcraft U .S.A. and the County Flyin g
Club

Auster and Rearsby – throughout the Aviatio n
World these two names are known as the name an d
home of the most famous British light aircraft
produced since the Second World War . To most
people the single engined high wing light aircraft
seen on nearly every civil aerodrome are just
"Austers", probably due to the fact that they al l
look somewhat alike, and only the enthusias t
would appreciate the subtle differences of th e
individual types . However, as with a great many
other aircraft manufacturers only a small propor-
tion of the original designs ever reached the pro -

duction line, and those that were produced i n
quantity were all developments of the origina l
product. The object of this narrative therefore i s
to give a brief history of the Company, with a not e
on the subsequent events at Rearsby, and to give
an account of all the designs produced by th e
Design Office .

The history of Auster Aircraft begins not i n
England, but in the United States as far back a s
1928 when C . G. Taylor, an Englishman from
Nottingham, opened a factory at Bradford, Penn-
sylvania to manufacture aircraft of his own design .
One of the directors of the board of the Taylo r
Brothers Aircraft Corporation was William T .
Piper, who later became treasurer of the compan y
when it was re-organised after the America n
depression as the Taylor Aircraft Company .
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In 1930 C . G . Taylor designed the Cub and this
was produced in various forms up to and through-
out the war, and became the design upon which
most of the pre- and post-war Piper high win g
aircraft were based . In 1936 C. G. Taylor sold his
share of the company to W. T. Piper, and h e
moved to Alliance, Ohio where he founded th e
Taylor-Young Airplane Corporation, and th e
Taylor Aircraft Company, the original firm ,
changed its name to the Piper Aircraft Cor-
poration .

Taylor's next design was the Taylorcraft Mode l
A, a two seat side by side aircraft, a layout which
he had first tried in 1929 but which had to b e
abandoned due to the depression . This new air -
craft was a success and was produced in larg e
numbers, some of which found their way t o
England . One of these Model A aircraft was bough t
in 1938 by the County Flying Club at Rearsby ,
Leicestershire . It is here that the connection be-
tween Rearsby and Taylorcraft – later Auster s
commences, but a note here about this club i s
appropriate .

The County Flying Club was formed as th e
Flying Pou Club in 1935 at the height of th e
Flying Flea craze in this country . The initial moves

/lie Clubhouse of the County Flying Club as ii is to-da)r

An American built Taylorcraft Model I

(Photo : Dimi( Bros ., Alliance_ Ohio )

were made at the beginning of October with th e
announcement in the `Leicester Evening Mail' o n
October 3rd that an enthusiast would like to form
a club to build a Flying Flea . A meeting was sub-
sequently held at the former `Stag & Pheasant"
Hotel in Leicester on the 24th October and 40
founder members were enrolled . Construction of
the Flea started immediately in a local tannery o n
Frog Island, Leicester, and a flying ground was
found near the Craven Lodge, Melton Mowbray .

After the general Flying Flea ban was impose d
the club sought new equipment, and the use of a
Kronfield Drone and Kronfield Trainer wa s
acquired but this necessitated a larger airfield . The
well known Leicestershire aviator Mr . (late Sir)
Lindsay Everard came to their aid and in 193 7
gave them the use of some of his land on th e
Gaddesby Lane just outside Rearsby . The club
then changed its name to the County Flying Club ,
and Lindsay Everard was later appointed Presi-
dent of the club . He was also President of the
Leicestershire Aero Club and the Member of
Parliament for the Melton Division of Leicester -
shire .

The County Flying Club initially moved t o
Ratcliffe whilst work was put in hand to make th e
Rearsby airfield ready for use by 1938 . The hangar
from Melton was brought over and erected and a
small shed built for use as a clubhouse . The Flying
Flea, being of no further use, was ceremonially
burnt as the centre piece of the club's 1937 Guy

' Hi " ! I1f'+ff~11~ ►± IlllIIIIlI iII1II11IIll INIIIIII111ili

	

Illillll!~l~~~l

Nine



BEAGLE NEW S

Fawkes celebrations . The new airfield was levelle d
and drained by Messrs. En-Tout-Cas Ltd . of
Syston, to give an area of 96 acres of "beautifu l
level flying ground" . This quotation is taken fro m
the publicity booklet issued by the Club for th e
1938 season, and although by 1937 standards i t
probably was excellent compared with most air -
fields, it is presumed that the now well know n
hollow on the airfield developed one dark fogg y
night during the war after the airfield was extended .

The booklet also announced that a well appoin-
ted clubhouse was to be built and this was finishe d
in time for the official opening of Rearsby Aero-
drome. This clubhouse was built by the Walke r
Brothers of Sileby, with the help of the members,

and is still in use today as the main canteen o f
Beagle Aircraft Ltd . The whole aerodrome was
completed at a cost of about £1,000 which show s
the enthusiasm there must have been amongst th e
club members . There was also a town clubhous e
at 4 New Bond Street, Leicester, and the aircraf t
fleet owned by the Club was increased by the pur-
chase of three American Taylor Cubs .

The official opening of Rearsby aerodrome too k
place on Saturday the 23rd July 1938, and wa s
followed by an air display which was so successfu l
that it was repeated the following day . Amongs t
those taking part in the display were Alex Ren-
shaw, that year's winner of the Kings Cup, and
Baron de le Grange, President of the French Aer o

REARSBY OPENING—Visit to Rearsby of Senator Baron de le Grange, third f r om right, and other members of the Frenc h
Parliament, with the late Si r Liilsai' Ei'erard second from the right .
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Club, who had flown over for the occasion in hi s
Farman aircraft . The opening ceremony was
carried out by Air Commodore J . A . Chamier ,
and it was announced that a new Governmen t
scheme was to be set up to train pilots . Thi s
scheme was called the Civil Air Guard and it s
object was to prepare an Air Force reserve fo r
use in an emergency. It enabled people to fly at
the low cost of two shillings and sixpence an hour ,
and the flying club to which these pilots belonged
earned a subsidy of £30 to £50 for each pilot com-
pleting his training .

The County Flying Club took part in thi s
scheme from October and this enabled the Clu b
to purchase additional aircraft . Initially an Ameri-
can Taylorcraft Model A was bought and late r
the locally produced Taylorcraft Model C's . How -
ever all club flying ceased upon the outbreak of
war and the Civil Air Guard scheme was dis-
banded . All the club's aircraft were then stored i n
the garage of Crawford, Prince & Johnson Ltd .
on the Melton Road in Queniborough .

After the war the County Flying Club amalga-
mated with the Leicestershire Aero Club .

*

	

Yes. Ire's been like it since we returned front Australia

Continued on Page 17
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BEAGLE NEWS CROSSWOR D

ACROS S
1 Senior member of a re-

ligious order (5 )
4 Unfair hitting lower tha n

this (4 )
6 Hill trout of Wales g o

out cleaning (4)
8 It just cant be denied (12)
9 Brace (4 )

11 Neat ten? (7 )
13 Evergreen (3 )
14 Male pronoun (2 )
16 A mistake? make thi s

then (7 )
18 Modern dances once

(3-4 )
19 Bird that gets the wor m

(5 )
20 Fun to be found i n

making uniform (7 )
21 Mostly sounds like a

pleasurable time but i s
wholly a law term (7)

22 Road saint (2 )
23 Love in tennis (3)
25 Entertain others (7 )
27 Sent to hold the eggs? (4)
28 Pops ice aside (12 )
29 Insidiously undermine s

(4 )
30 Old kind of harp (4)
31 Mistake made out of

terror (5)

DOW N
I No chain store, this (7, 8 )
2 Could be tooth-mark s

(12 )
3 Trees put the stones bac k

(5 )
4 Unpleasant tough (5 )
5 Fool whale! — left it al l

(4, 5)
6 Move quietly, confused .

Rubber soles? (5)
7 Gift is a large part of this ,

to deputise for one wh o
hoards (9, I . 5 )

10 Maker of pails (1, 5, 6 )
12 It is said there is no com-

pany in going about i n
these! (6)

15 French President's offi-
cial residence (6 )

17 April 22nd 1962 (6, 3 )
24 Mites for the agenda! (5 )
25 C hatter (5)
26 Frill (5)
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATION S

DEPARTMEN T
Continuing our series of articles relating t o
the services and .facilities Beagle offers to
industry, we feature in this issue the Tech-
nical Publications Department . This depart-
mcm %orm~ -(Iri of the Begl- l( , Design

> ;

	

ieati~

	

';lrarchanl .

`Can you produce a technical brochure on the Mark Eleven in Hebrew by 12 o'clock next Tuesday?' sai d
the voice on the telephone . The day was the previous Wednesday and the time was May 1963 ; Beagle was
on the verge of breaking into World markets with its range of aircraft and requests like this were common -
place . Inwardly, our hearts sank at the prospect of producing text and illustrations written in a `not-so-
familiar' language, but after frantic telephone conversations with the Israeli Embassy and numerous loca l
Rabbi, everything was laid on and the Technical Publications Department was ready to go . In fact, the
Hebrew version was eventually dropped, but we did produce two other versions by the same date – i n
French and English . From these early `instant deadline' days, a team of highly proficient authors and
illustrators has grown . This team is now available to produce technical literature for almost any eventualit y
at the drop of a hat, exercises the one described having served to increase the flexibility of the depart-
ment .

Working in association with the Sales, Service and Publicity Departments, the Technical Publication s
Department is now mainly engaged in the production of manuals associated with the maintenance an d
operation of military and civil variants of the B .206, and employs a staff of twenty-two .

Ministry publications are produced to their specifications and are printed on the premises unde r
H .M .S .O. contract, and the manuals produced for the Basset were first of a new Specification aimed a t
standardisation within the Armed Forces. The presentation and layout of these manuals turned out s o
well that a scheme is currently under review by the S .B .A.C. with the object of adopting the majority o f
the system for general civil use . These publications in Civil form have now been supplied to B .206 cus-
tomers and are now recognised as unsurpassed in presentation and technical content for the type of aircraf t
represented by the B .206 .

The Technical Publication team includes experienced authors, illustrators and spares compilers workin g
closely with the design office, whose members provide the revelant technical data .

The illustrating section is skilled in the art of producing line, half-tone and colour illustrations, eithe r
`exploded' for Parts lists, or `Cut-away' to show operation or function of an object or system .

The basic production method is offset litho printing, with justified or unjustified text set on I .B .M .
electric typewriters, headings and special markings being handset by the illustrating section . The printing
department includes offset litho presses and equipment for darkroom, photographic and platemaking
processes . Collating, punching, binding and dispatch are completed in another section . All processes ar e
carried out under qualified supervision, and Beagle are currently on H .M.S .O.'s list of approved printers
and may at any time undertake printing for Her Majesty's Government should loading permit .

The services offered by this department have in the past included work for the following :
Airscrew Jicwood Co . Ltd ., British Oxygen Co. Ltd ., Atomic Energy Authority, Vickers-Armstrong Ltd . ,
Local Authorities, Shell, Esso, Batchelors Food Products.
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Mobiloil Aero
is recommended
All over the world people enjoy Beagling, an d
all over the world Mobiloil Aero branded oil s
are the aviation lubricants recommended fo r
the Beagle's engines by their manufacturers —
Lycoming and Rolls-Royce Continental .
In all facets of aviation, the world over, Mobi l
provides the lubricants and the services tha t
do the job efficiently and economically .

WORLD WIDE AVIATION SERVIC E
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BEAGLES I N
AUSTRALIA
The first Beagle B.206 to be sold to a n
Australian owner was recently handed
over at Gatwick Airport . This first B .20 6
will be used as a demonstrator and com-
munications aircraft for Beagle Aircraf t
Sales (Australasia) Pty . Ltd. This new
Company, in association with Heli-
copter Utilities of Sydney, will marke t
the Beagle range of aircraft in Australia .
Further orders for Beagle aircraft hav e
been placed by the Australian Compan y
and deliveries will follow at interval s
over the next few months . Amongst th e
aircraft to be delivered will be furthe r
B .206-S, the supercharged version of th e
standard B.206 aircraft .

Mr . L . C . Williams, General Manager of Beagle Aircraft Sales
(Australasia) Pty . Ltd. receiving the aircraft documentation
from Beagle Managing Director Mr . P. G . Masefi'eld(left) at th e
handing over of the aircraft at Gatwick Airport .

AUSTRALIA BOUND—Beagle B.206 G-ATDD at Gatwick Airport immediately prior to its take-off for Australia .
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THE DECCA NAVIGATOR

The Decca Navigator System offers many advantages to owners o f

executive aircraft ■ Accurate navigation from take-off to touch down, o n

or off airways, unaffected by altitude or terrain . Pictorial Presentatio n

—which shows the pilot continuously and automatically his exac t

position and track over the ground . In many areas Dacca's precisio n

enables it to be used as an approach aid at airfields with limite d

facilities . All this adds up to safer flying in shorter time at lower cost ■

A copy of our brochure Decca for Executive Aircraft is yours for the asking

-1'y

O

CD
X
CD
C7

r+.

CD

THE DECCA NAVIGATOR COMPANY LIMITED DECCA HOUSE ALBERT EMBANKMENT LONDON SE 1
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Continued from Page 1 1

CHAPTER 2

The formation of Taylorcraft Aeroplane s
(England) Limited

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the firs t
American Taylorcraft arrived at Rearsby in the
latter half of 1938 and this created a great deal o f
interest amongst the club members . One, Mr . A .
L . Wykes who had been a pilot in the First Worl d
War, was so impressed by the Taylorcraft that h e
decided to see if he could arrange to manufactur e
these aircraft in England . For this he was for-
tunately placed as he was already Managin g
Director ofCrowthers Ltd ., Thurmaston, Leicester ,
a company which he had started in 1919 wit h
Mr. F. Bates for the manufacture of textil e
machinery .

The decision to enter the World of aircraft wa s
a sudden inspiration of A . L. Wykes, and afte r
preliminary arrangements by cable with the
American company the firm of Taylorcraft Aero-
planes (England) Ltd . was registered as a privat e
company on the 21st November 1938 . The nomi-
nal capital of the new company was £15,000, an d
the entire production and selling rights were ob-
tained for the British Empire and Europe from th e
Taylor-Young Airplane Corporation, Alliance ,
Ohio and the Fairchild Aviation Inc ., New York .
The two directors of Crowthers, together wit h
Mr. P. Wykes – uncle of A . L . Wykes, becam e
directors of the new company, with the Registere d
Office at Britannia Works, Thurmaston, Leicester .

Mr. A. L . Wykes, known to all as "A. L .", wen t
to America to finalise the licence agreement, stud y
the methods of production, and generally to get t o
know the aircraft they had decided to build .
Whilst he was over there he purchased 50 engines ,
a main fuselage jig, and he obtained drawings and
full details of materials required . These were al l
sent back to his uncle who purchased all th e
materials . These together with the jig from

A USTF R BIRTHPLACE—Britannia Workv .Thurmavton .

America were placed in some spare buildings at
the rear of Britannia Works which became th e
centre of Taylorcraft's activity .

A . L . also purchased one of the American firms '
new aircraft, the Taylorcraft Model B, or Taylor-
craft 50 as it was generally known, and it wa s
decided to make this new version in Englan d
rather than the Model A .

Manufacture started at Thurmaston at the en d
of February 1939 with hardly anyone on th e
firm having had previous aircraft experience, bu t
A. L. on his return from America brought wit h
him an engineer from Taylorcraft and togethe r
they gradually sorted out the production line . The
first aircraft was completed on the 24th April an d
was taken by road to Sir Lindsay Everard's aero-
drome at Ratcliffe where, after assembly, it mad e
its first flight on the 3rd May with Mr . G . Wynne-
Eaton at the controls . A . L. then took his uncl e
up for a flight and promptly looped it . It was late r
delivered to the County Flying Club at Rearsby .

As many refinements and alterations were in-
corporated in the new British aircraft, includin g
the use of 45 ton steel tubing in place of th e
American 22 ton standard, and the use of win g
spars "twice the thickness of the American spars" ,
it was decided to call the new aircraft the Model C ,
and the word "Plus" was added for good measure .
The purchase price of the Taylorcraft Plus Mode l
C was £500 .

Seventeen



EARLY AIRCRAFT—Model C aircraft at Ratcliffe awaiting delivers .

After the first flight of the prototype, productio n
was built up to about one aircraft per week fro m
the small works . The test flying was carried out at
Ratcliffe by the test pilot Albert Coltman and th e
ground engineer Albert Codling*, with deliverie s
of the aircraft undertaken by A . L., and later Miss
Toni Strodl . Ratcliffe was used for test flying unti l
the move to Rearsby in 1940 .

23 Civil Plus C's were built before the type wen t
out of production in August 1939 . Six were de -
livered to private owners and the remainder wer e
sold to flying clubs, namely the County, Wes t
Suffolk, Coventry, Luton, Romford, Derby, an d
the West Mailing clubs, and the Wiltshire Schoo l
of Flying . the I lth aircraft built was modified t o
have a 90 h .p . Blackburn Cirrus Minor 1 engine
and was supplied to the R .A .F. for trials, a s
T 9120 .

The R.A.F. had in 1939 carried out trials at
Larkhill, the School of Artillery, to test moder n
methods of Artillery Observation . The idea of a
Gunner piloting himself in a light aircraft whils t
observing the fire of guns under his comman d
originated amongst members of the Royal Ar-
tillery Flying Club . This Club consisted of
Gunner officers who had learnt to fly on ligh t
aircraft and autogiros at their own expense .

The Club was formed in November 1934 an d
the President was Brigadier H . R. S . Massey,
who was Brigadier, Royal Artillery, Southern
Command, and the secretary was Captain H . C .
Bazeley R .A. These two officers were largely re-
sponsible for formulating the plan of using un-
armed light aircraft for A .O.P . purposes. On e

The cockpit of the Model C .

( Reprint from "Flight" o/ 3rd .4ngnsl 1939)
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T 9120, the first military Taylorcraft .

large problem was under whose control would th e
A .O.P. aircraft operate? Should they be Gunner s
seconded to the R .A.F., or should they be formed
into an "Army Air Arm"? On two points they
were certain, that the pilots must be trained gun-
ners who would know the capabilities of their ow n
guns, and also be completely up to date with
the current tactical situation, and secondly, tha t
the aircraft must be able to take off from unpre-
pared ground with a short take off and landing run .

As a result of these plans being submitted to th e
War Office by the General Officer Commander-in -
Chief, Southern Command, the War Office asked
the Air Ministry for trials to test these theories . I n
December 1938 Captain Bazeley and two othe r
Gunners were seconded to the R .A .F. and i n
February 1939 trials were carried out with Auda x
and Lysander aircraft . These aircraft were found
to be too fast and too heavy for A .O.P. work an d
further trials were carried out during the summe r
of 1939 with lighter aircraft and autogiros . The
Taylorcraft seemed to show the most promise o f
the aircraft tested but its main drawbacks were th e
fact that it was not fitted with flaps, the vision wa s
poor in the upwards direction and virtually nil i n
the rearwards direction .

Meanwhile Taylorcraft followed up T 9120 b y
producing the Plus Model D which was virtuall y
the same as the Model C but it was fitted with th e
Blackburn Cirrus Minor engine . The first aircraft

was granted its Certificate of Airworthiness fou r
days before the outbreak of the War, and so th e
Plus Model D as a type never had a pre-War life .

(to he continued )

G-AFWN the prototype Model D, at Rearsby in 1941 .

Albert Codling, previous to his joining Taylorcraft ,
was the ground engineer for Sir Lindsay Everar d
and was loaned to the County Flying Club . He is
now Chief Inspector at Rearsby of Beagle Aircraft
Ltd., and thus has a longer association with Rearsb y
than anyone else . Two other employees who joined
Taylorcraft in 1939 and are still employed at Rears -
by are Herbert Thompson, now Chief Developmen t
Planning Engineer, and L . (Gus) Morris, now Too l
Contr oller and part-time test pilot .
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THE BEAGLE B206 ABOVE Al l
Now in ful l

production i n
World Wid e

operatio n
Beagle leads with the B .206 .
Most modern, most versatil e

light twin piston-engin e
military and civil communication s

aircraft available in productio n
for world markets .

Powered by Rolls-Royce

Among its many outstanding qualities:
* EXCEPTIONALLY WIDE INSTRUMENT PANEL (54 inches) makin g
possible fully duplicated blind flying panels and full radio and navigationa l
aids.
* SPECIAL ATTENTION to layout of flight deck which meets I .A .T.A .
and Transport Command requirements for transport aircraft .
* HYDRAULICALLY OPERATED AIR-STAIRS/BAGGAGE door fo r
ease of entrance and self-contained operation in the field .
* LARGE DOORS FOR ENTRANCE AND FREIGHT LOADING t o
accommodate packages 56" x 40" x 31 " (with loading ramp) .
* STRONG FLOOR—designed to accommodate loads of up to 250 lb .
per sq . ft .
* FULLY DUPLICATED electrical system .
* GUARANTEED FATIGUE LIFE of 15,000 flying hours .
* DESIGN FOR MAINTENANCE backed by provision of a full 'exchange /
overhaul' scheme for all components .

BEAGLE AIRCRAFT LIMITED SHOREHAM AIRPORT SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, SUSSEX.TELEPHONE:230 1
REARSBYAERODROME. REARSBY, LEICESTERSHIRE,TELEPHONE 32 1
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BEAGLE SERVICE BULLETI N
ISSUE No . 4

Any questions on the subject matter of these Bulletins or on other sub-
jects relating to the operation and maintenance of Beagle aircraft ,
should be addressed to the Service Department, Beagle Aircraft Ltd . ,
Shoreham Airport, Sussex .

BULLETIN No. A.1 4

Replacement of Toxic Type Fir e
Extinguisher s
Aircraft affected –
A.61 A.61 SERIES TERRIER ,
A.109 AIREDAL E
Modification No . 417 9

Compliance – This Modification has been classi-
fied as Mandatory by the Air Registration Board ,
and must be embodied in all aircraft on th e
British Register as soon as possible, and in an y
case not later than September 30th, 1965 .

A.R.B. Notice No. 30 gives notice of restriction s
relating to hand-held fire extinguishers . The text of
this notice is reproduced herewith : -

`l . Now that efficient hand-held fire extin-
guishers containing extinguishants having a muc h
lower order of toxicity than Methyl Bromide o r

Carbon Tetrachloride are readily available, it ha s
been decided by the Board, in conjunction with
the Ministry of Aviation, to prohibit the use i n

aircraft of all hand-held fire extinguishers con-
taining these fluids .

2 . As soon as possible, but in any case no t
later than 30th September 1965, all hand-held fir e

extinguishers containing Methyl Bromide or

Carbon Tetrachloride fitted to aircraft must be

replaced by suitable approved extinguishers . '

Beagle Modification No . 4179 makes provision

for the fitting of hand-held fire extinguishers cap-

able of dealing with all classes of fire, namely :

Class A. Freely burning materials, e .g . wood,

paper, cloth.
Class B . Vapourising liquids, e .g . Kerosine ,

hydraulic oil, petrol, etc .

Class C . Electrical fires
The modification allows the choice of fitting

either Graviner or Pyrene extinguishers usin g

Bromochlorodifluoromethane (BCF), which i s
virtually non-toxic and is discharged in the for m

of a heavy vapour . It has no corrosive effect on
materials normally to be found in aircraft, and

leaves no harmful deposit after use .

Some of the A.109 aircraft may be fitted with an

Anti-fyre Pistole . This extinguisher uses a powder

charge, and meets the requirement of A .R.B .

Notice No. 30 .

In the modification kit, provision has been mad e

on the mounting brackets for the BCF extin-
guishers to enable them to be assembled without
further change to the existing fittings of all of the

affected aircraft .
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ARGENTINA BURMA GERMAN Y
Anderson, Levanti & Co . S .A ., Fairweather, Richards & Co . Ltd ., Ploger Aviation ,
Aviation Division, Post Box 1053, 4402 Greven 1, Westf. ,
471-Alsina-485, 67-69 Lewis Street, Martinistrasse 43a ,
Buenos Aires, Rangoon, Burma. Postfach 240 ,
Argentina, South America. Cables : Chinthay Rangoon West Germany .
Cables : Andlev BsAires Tel : 14016, 14033, 14773 Tel : 02571/413, Private 41 4
Tel : 33 Avda 2044 al 2048 Telex : 0892 22 2

CARRIBEA N

Wilson & Johnstone Limited, GHANA

AUSTRALIA 3 Broadway, Lodestar Aviation Ltd . ,
Port-of-Spain, Accra International Airport ,(Including New Guinea, Papua, Trinidad, West Indies . P .O . Box 59, Accra, Ghana .Solomon Islands and New Hebrides) Cables : Wiljohn, Port-of-Spain Cables : Lodestar GhanaBeagle Aircraft Sales Tel : 77581 Ext . 1 8(Australasia) Pty . Ltd . ,

P .O . Box 173 ,
Mascot, DEN MAR KSydney, HONG-KON GNew South Wales . Scanaviation, A/S . ,
Cables : Beagle, Sydney Hangar 104, Gilman and Company Limited ,
Tel : 67-0662 Copenhagen Airport . P .O . Box 56 ,

Cables : Scanaviation Hong-Kong ,
Tel : Dragor 910 Cables : Gilma n

BAHRAIN
ECUADOR INDIAGulf Aviation Company Limited ,

P .O . Box 138, Peter R . Mitchell, William Jacks & Co . Ltd . ,
Bahrain, Arabian Gulf . Apartado 2150, Calcutta Office : 16 Netaji Subhas Road ,
Cables : Gulfav La Nina 149 y Almagro, P .O . B .369.
Tel : 5901 /4 Quito, Ecuador, South America . Cables : Askjack s

Tel : 32631 Tel : 22-195 2

BRAZIL EIRE Delhi Office : P .O . B . 259 ,
J . I . Yates, Connaught House, E . Block,

Biasa Industria Aeronautica S .A ., 70 Lower Baggot Street, Connaught, New Delhi .
Av . Franklin Roosevelt 39, Dublin 2, Eire . Cables : Askjack s
6° Andar-Rio-de-Janeiro, G .B ., Tel : 63958 Tel : 4386 6
Brazil, South America. Telex : 222
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IRAN MEXICO SUDAN
Haig C . Galustian & Sons, Aerotecnica de Mexico, S.A., Mitchell Cotts & Co . (Middle East )
Societe Anonyme Heris, Castilla No. 16, Limited ,
160 Bozorgmehr Avenue, Colonia Alamos, Kasr Avenue, (P.O . Box 221) ,
Teheran, Iran . Mexico 13, D . F . Khartoum, Sudan .
Cables : Hersica Cables : Aerotec, Mexico City Cables : `Mitcotts '
Tel : 43531 Tel : 19-88-94 Tel : 7274 1

MOROCCO

IRAQ Societe d'Equipement Mecanique &
Electrique S.A .

Rafldain Developments Limited, 29 Rue lbn Batouta, SWITZERLAN DP .O . Box 2003, Casablanca, Morocco .
Muaskar AI-Rashid Road, Roja Aviation ,
Baghdad, Iraq .

'Polycab 'Cables :
P.B. 149 ,

Cables : Plowshare
Tel : 208-65-265-41

1110 Morges .
Tel : 99091-2 Tel : 71 .24 .6 7

NIGERIA
Lodestar Aviation Ltd . ,

JORDAN Accra International Airport ,
The Near East Engineering Company, P .O . Box 59, Accra, Ghana . THAILAND
Aviation Department, Cables : Lodestar Ghan a
P.O. Box 530, Tel : Accra 77581 Ext . 18 Sino-British (Siam) Ltd . ,

Amman, Jordan . 287 Surawong Road ,

Cables : Engineering-Amman P.O. B. 307 ,
Bangkok .Tel : 5669 and 23567 Cables : Sinobrit Bangkok

NORWAY Tel : 31391-2, 3195 7

Air Services ,
Fr. Nansens PI 4vi i

JUGOSLAVIA Oslo, Norway .
J . A . Kronston & Company, Cables : Airsery
81 Gracechurch Street, Tel : Office 41 5140 – 41 11 5 2
London, E .C .3 . UNITED ARAB REPUBLI C
Telegrams : Kronsten, Stock, London United Arab Airlines ,
Tel : Mansion House 5631 45 Abdel Khalek Sarwat Street ,

Cairo, Egypt .
PAKISTAN Cables : Arabai rag e

Tel : 5549 4Mr. Aziz Jamall ,
KUWAIT 29c 28th Street ,
Jasim M. Alghanim, Block 6 . Pechs ,
Jasim's Contracting & Trading, Karachi ,
P .O . Box 1800, Pakistan .
Kuwait . Tel : 4244 4
Cables : Jasco URUGUAY
Tel : 4815

Waldron & Cia ,
Sarandi 456,
Montevideo ,

MALAYSIA PHILIPPINES Uruguay, South America .
Maclaine Watson & Co . (Federation) Ltd ., Southern Aviation Corporation, Cables : Carntyn e
Singapore Office : Manila International Airport, Tel : 9 50 09, 9 32 89
P .O . Box 695, Pasay, Rizal .

Maritime Building, Cables : Sacphi l

Singapore 1 . Tel : 8-27-5 1
Cables : Maclaine Singapore
Tel : 95741 Telex : SE .247

VENEZUELA
Kuala Lumpur Office : Raymond Smith ,
P .O . Box 991, PORTUGAL Edificio Las Americas ,
Eastern Bank Building, Sociedade Mercantil de Automoveis Calle Real de Sabana Grande ,
2 The Embankment, E Accessories, Lda ., Caracas, Venezuela ,
Kuala Lumpur Avenida Duque de Louie 101-107 South America .
Cables : Macwat Lisbon, Portugal . Cables : Allenburys Caracas
Tel : 84281/2 Cables : Mercauto Tel : 719146 & 719164
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THE AIR TOURING SHO P
at ELSTREE AERODROME

The First Complete Aviation Store for Glider, Private and Executive Pilot s

AIR TOURING FLIGHT GUIDES

	

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

	

MAPS, CHARTS & GLOBE S

	

AERAD FLIGHT GUIDES

	

SAFETY EQUIPMEN T

RADIO EQUIPMENT • FLYING CLOTHE S

	

PARACHUTES

	

JEPPESEN

SHORROCK Radios, (Sales & Service Distributors )
Distributors for AIRTOUR Products (U.K.) A.P.R. Products (U .S.A . )

Please visit us or write for catalogue
NO LANDING FEE CHARGED TO PILOTS VISITING THE SHOP AT ELSTRE E

AIR TOURING SHOPS LIMITED
ELSTREE AERODROME, HERTS.

	

Telephone : Elstree 4870

	

Telex :

	

82185

	

Cables : Airtour Elstre e

Branch Offices and Shop : LUTON AIRPORT, McALPINE HANGAR, Beds . Telephone : Luton 3015 0
Airfield Agents . The Air Touring Shop is represented by many operators at airfields throughout the

United Kingdom .

Solution – Across : 1 Prior ; 4 Belt ; 5 Char ; 8 Indisputable ;
9 Pair ; II Annette ; 13 Yew ; 14 He ; 16 Erasure ; 18 Old -
time; 19 Early ; 20 Unifies ; 21 Estreat ; 22 St ; 23 Nil ;
25 Perform ; 27 Nest ; 28 Epidiascopes ; 29 Saps ; 30 Lyre ;
31 Error . Down : 1 Private Business ; 2 Indentations ;
3 Reset ; 4 Brute ; 5 Loaf Whole ; 6 Crepe ; 7 Represent a
Miser ; 10 A White Cooper ; 12 Threes ; 15 Elysee ; 17 Easte r
Day ; 24 Items ; 25 Prate ; 26 Ruche .
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Beagle's Nests
Rearsby and Shoreham have Beagles like othertowns have buse s
or parking meters . They roll out of the hangars at Rearsby an d
Shoreham to an eagerly waiting world of private and executiv e
flyers. The international success of the Beagle aircraft ha s
spread them over many countries and we like to feel that wherever
Beagles go we will be with them in spirit .

SHELL-MEX AND B .P . LTD,
SHELL-MEX HOUSE, W .C .2 .

Principal Suppliers
of Aviation Fuel s

to Beagle Aircraft Ltd.



Printed in England by Albert Frost & Sons Ltd., Rugby
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